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INTRODUCTION. 



TfiE volume^ of which the following pages are b 
reprint, is rarely to be met with ; it was very 
early in youth placed in my hands by my vene- 
rable father ; and I have, indeed, scarcely fbnnd 
any one who is at all acquainted with its ejd&t- 
tence, excepting those to whom I have myself re- 
commended it. Whatever, therefore, its merits 
may be, it may &irly be looked upon almost im 
the light of a new publication. 

The book contains a narrative of the conver- 
sion of the Danish Count Struensee from Scep- 
ticism to Christianity ; which was at last happily 
effected throdgh the agency Of Dr. Munter,' 
minister of one of the German Churches in 
Copenhagen, whom the government had sc^ io^ 
attend the Count during his imprisonment. -Ita* 
Struensee Dr. Munter had no - ordinary powem 
to contend with ; by his own talents alone h6 
had tki^ed himself from a comparatively humblef^ 
i^tuation, almost to despotic power in the Dftnisk 
Coffn. The Qonver^ion of such a man wa^/ 
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therefore, no mean victory over the sophistry and 
artifices of infidelity. 

Before, however, he proceeds, let the reader 
bear in mind that this is no high wrought tale 
of instantaneous conversion, nor was it written 
for the sake of serving any fanatical purpose, or 
of producing '* effect." It has not even the pe- 
culiar solemnity and eloquence to recommend it 
which we find in Bishop Burnet's account of 
the death-bed of Rochester^ It is a plain and 
simple diary of the opcurrences which took place 
$t each interview, which Munter regularly re- 
corded after leaving the Count. 

. Count Struensee was the son of a German 
divine of some eminence, who, among other 
preferments, was Professor of Theology at Halle, 
in Saxony. His mother also descended from a 
respectable family. They were both persons of 
the most simple and fervent piety, as appears 
^oth from their letters, which the reader will 
fnd in the course of the vol.ume, and. £rpm the 
account which Struensee hip^self gives of their 
anxiety yiiih respect to his religious principles 
during his youth. The Count was bom, Aug. 5^ 
Vt^^ ; he was educated first in the celebrated 
QrphaQ House of Dr. Franke, and subsequeqtly 
atihe Univeiisity.of HnUe, vfhfire h^ devoted bift 
ipoind to physic, and is «uppos«d> to .Have; tbw 
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Ibrst imbibed^ froiQ the companions of his studiofi^ 
those infidel opiqion^ whicli distinguished him 
through life. He then w^nt with his father tp 
Altona^ where he s^ttled^ apd entered into the 
practice of his profession both with reputation 
and success* By what m^ans he was first intro; 
duced to the notice of Christian VIIv t}ie King 
of. Denmark^ does not app{3ar; we find hin^W 
1768 raised to the rank df ^hysiqian ^ his mAr 
jesty^ and appointed to attend him during 149 
tour through sonie of the courts of EuK^fie. 
Struensee accordingly accompanied Christian 9A 
his travels^ and while at Parii^^ he formed m iflir 
timate friendship and connection with a. Pane of 
good family, Brandt^ the Isubsequetit associatQ 
of his crimes and of their punishment . Puri^ 
his stay in France, Struensee had insiAimted 
himself into the good graces of the King ; and# 
to so high a degree of favour did he eventually 
rise, that soon after the King's retnrn to Gopeur 
hagen he ^as raised to the rankof a privy 0011^7 
seller, and was presented to the Queen, the sisfyi$ 
of our late Monarch, with whom he Soon became 
as great a favourite as with her husband* He 
received every day. from both, of jthem fresh and 
valuable marks ,of th$ir consideration ajud regu^^ 
Brandt, who bad. b^n fyr some little ti^ ^ii| 
disgrace, .wasr^qalled from Paris jand reiivs^e^ 
in his office at court, through the interventiQii 

11 
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of Struensee ; and they were both shortly after, 
at the same time, raised to the rank of Count. 
Straensee was now the declared and confidential 
favourite of the King, and in a very short space 
of time was appointed prime minister, with al- 
most unlimited political powers — an elevation 
sufficient to dazzle the eyes an4 to corrupt the 
heart of a man, even though he were fortified 
by much stronger principles of religion and 
Ibliorality than those of the unfortunate Count. 
• Meanwhile, the attachment of the Queen to 
Struensee exceeded, in appearance at least, the 
bounds of all moderation ; as nothing criminal 
however has been proved, let nothing crinninal 
be supposed. Of all this the King was a quiet 
and an indifferent spectator. Christian, weak- 
ened both in mind and body by every species 
of excess, had sunk into a state of total apathy 
and imbecility. He was quite disqualified from 
taking any part in the management of public 
affiiirs, the administration therefore of the State 
devolved entirely Upon the Queen, Struejasee, 
and their adherents, who ruled without respon-^- 
Inbility or controL 

' Had Struensee confined himself to politics, he 
might perhaps have escaped the weight of gene- 
M indignation which at last overwhelmed him. 
His jEibilities were commanding, his powers of 
application great, his viewa^ enlarged^ rbisixjosot 
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lations were both rapidly taken and deeisiinefy 
carried into effect. Many of his public measure* 
were calculated to improve and to aggrwdistii^ 
the State. Yet even in this dep£u*tment hcf eX^ 
posed himself to much unpopularity by mea* 
sures equally odious and unadvised ; and by noQi^ 
more than by banishing from court Count Bern* 
storff, an old and favourite minister of the croWii^ 
a man of the most unimpeached integrity and 
character. This was a transaction which gave 
him (as we shall find) much uneasiness during 
his confinement. ...■'. 

Profligacy was the rock upon which Count 
Struensee split. He was generous, open, and 
without hypocrisy, but his moral principle was 
cdrrupt> and his life a tissue of licentiousness^ 
Which the extraordinary powers of his mind 
enabled him for some time to reconcile with the 
discharge of his political duties. Towards the 
close of his administration, however, he seemed 
to have partly lost his strength of understandings 
and amidst the difiiculties which were increasing 
upon him on every side, to have acted withoat 
any sort of foresight or vigour. But it would 
have been a happy circumstance had the profli- 
gacy of Struensee been confined to himself alone; 
It was the object of his perverted ambition to 
•corrupt the purity and to undermine the princi- 
ples of the whole court ^and capital, to remoiva 



X INTRODUCTION. 

th^ lakid-inarks of right and wrongs to hold out 
py«ry incentive to iniquity, and to create every 
facility for its indulgence. Upoti all points of 
religion and morals he was a professed scoffer, 
aad appeared peculiarly anxious that his opinions 
^ppn these points should be both disseminated 
and adopted. Masked balls and other kinds of 
^reign amusements^ e^pecially calculated to 
foster profligacy and intrigue, were introduced 
fcfr the first time b^ the Danish Court. Of all 
these amusements Struensee was the indefatiga* 
ble leader and the devoted partaker ; and he un^ 
fortunately found but too many of the Danish 
PQbility^ who either in the spirit .of adulation^ or 
£rpm the love of indulgence^ became his assQ* 
piates. In most capitals these scenes of dissipa-: 
tion and vice would have ha4 a most injurious 
effect, upon the general morality of the country, 
and would gradually have corrupted the middling 
and lower orders by a descending contagion. 
3ut the primitive and sturdy principles of the 
Panes, aided by the purity of their, national re- 
ligion, withstood the infection, and instead of 
*&e popularity which Struensee probably ex- 
pected to reap from hid relaxation of ancient dis- 
idpline, he excited rather a feeling of disgust 
und abhorrence. One of the boldest of his acts 
w|us to repeal a very old and s^evere law against 
adultery ; this measure was considered as Ho less 
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than holding .out a reward for the commisaiooi 
of the crime, and was received accordingly with 
strong marks of national indignation, 
. But it pleased the great moral Govemor of the 
world soon to arrest this infatuated man ia hia 
career of crime. While Struensee was. lulled hj^ 
the indulgence of his passions into a fatal se^ 
eurity, his enemies were active in preparing fcnr 
his destruction. The Queen Dowager and her 
Son were at the head of the hostile party> but 
from their general want of political talent, they 
created little apprehension. They were joined 
by some of the ancient Nobility, who were indigy 
nant at seeing the Danish Monarchy under the 
command of a foreigner, to the exclusion of 
themselves and others who had juster claims to 
public rank and authority. In one plan to seize 
the persons of the Queen and the Count, thejr 
were disconcerted, but shortly after a more 
&vourable opportunity presented itself. They 
bad aljready gained over to their party, a sufficienjk 
number of the Soldiery, with whom Struensee 
was no favourite, and . all other circumstances 
were arranged with admirable dexterity for the 
exe<nition of their purpose. . Accordingly at the 
conclusion of a masked ball, which wai? given ^ 
the Royal, Palace, on the 15th of January, J 778, 
KctUer Banner, after the whole party ha4 retired^ 
and aU, was quietr entered the Bedchamber ftC 
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Christian^ and informed him that there was a 
conspiracy against his person and dignity, at the 
head of which were his wife^ Count Stru^nsee^ 
and their associates. He urged the King to sign 
an order for their immediate arrest. Christian 
however at first, whether from affection for the 
County or from that obstinacy which is the 
natural consequence of imbecility, steadily re» 
fused. The Queen Dowager and Prince Frederic 
were then called in to enforce the requisition, 
and at last, by means of absolute threats, they 
obtained his reluctant signature. Not a moment 
was lost : KoUer Banner made his way instantly 
to the chamber of Struensee, forced open the 
door, and found him asleep in his bed. The 
Count made no resistance to the order, but suf-^ 
fered himself to be quietly conveyed in a coach 
to the Citadel. Count Brandt, having made 
some shew of resistance, was at last forced to 
surrender himself, and was lodged in the same 
prison ; their adherents also shared a similar fate. 
Early the next morning, the Queen was hurried 
away to Cronsburg, a fortress about twenty-fbur 
miles from Copenhagen, in which she was for 
some time confined. It is an extraordinary fact, 
that had Struensee gone to his apartments be^ 
fore the ball, he would there have found Count 
Rantzau, who was prepared to acquaint him with 
the whole conspiracy, which wouf4 have enabled- 
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liim not only to have extricated himself from the 
danger by which he was surrounded^ but to have 
revenged himself on its authors ; circumstances 
however were otherwise ordered; contralry to his 
usual custom he did not go to his apartments> 
biit having been detained until very late by busi- 
ness, he went straight to the Ball, where the con- 
spirators, who had discovered Count Rant^au's 
treacherous design, prevented their meeting. 

After Count Struensee had been in close con- 
finement for nearly six weeks, the Government 
of the country well knowing the fate which must 
ultimately await him, and desirous to afford him 
an opportunity of changing his infidel opinions 
before he should be called out of the world, ap- 
pointed Dr. Munter, the Minister of a German 
Church, in Copenhagen, to visit him in prison, 
and to administer such spiritual advice and con- 
solation as might best be adapted to the Count's 
unhappy situation *. 

It is with Dr. Munter^s first visit that the pre- 
sent volume commences. It contains an account, 
in Dr. Munter's own words, of the process by 

* The best account of these transactions is to be found in 
Wraxall's Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, S^c. ; that which is 
given in the Annual Register of 1772, in some points is not 
quite correct. I'here is an excellent account df his political 
life -in a small volume^ entitled An authentic Elucidation of the 
Hisior^qf Counts Struensee and Brandt. 
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which the Count was led from the grossest infi- 
delity, to the steadiest conviction of the grealt 
truths of the Gospel^ of the difficulties which 
impeded his progress^ and of th^ arguments and 
books which were used to remove them. It is 
not given in the form of a continued Narrative^ 
but of *^ Conferences/' or Journals of each separate 
visit This is a form which cannot fail to create 
a peculiar interest in the mind of the reader, as 
it relieves him from the notion of dry and ab- 
stract argument^ and brings the reality of the 
scene before his eyes. 

Of Dr. Munter, the instrument in the hands of 
Providence of so extraordinary a Conversion, no 
account can be procur&id, excepting that he was 
an eminent Theologian, which the work before 
us most imequivocally proves, and that he was 
the Minister of one of the German Churches in 
Copenhagen. That he must have been a man, 
not only of much professional skill, but also of 
great piety and innocence, appears from the fol- 
lowing Conferences. Many a reformed libertine 
tnay declaim against his former vices with much 
sincerity and utility; but he cannot look sin 
steadily in the face ; it must be a man of unsul- 
lied purity of soul alone, who could carry the 
Iprobe of a severe examination so deeply and 
So steadily, yet so gently, into the very heart of 
a sinner; and afterwards administer, with so 
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judicious a hand^ the healing balm of Christian 
eonsolation. But though forgotten and deadi 
Munter '^ yet speaketh/' and it may be hoped 
that his voice will yet be heard in all those qaar-» 
ters where libertine principles^ infidel opinions^ 
and Ticious practices prevail, and that this voioi 
may awaken^ convince^ and save. It is thuis^ 
that even in his grave^ the servant of the Godr 
pel is daily increasing his account for good in the 
Book of God ; and though his memory be fad^ 
off from the face of this present world> there i$ 
yet an * everlasting remembrance in which that 
righteous mun shaU be hadl who shall have res*- 
cued a soul under circumstances of difficulty and 
danger from perdition^ and conducted it hoAie to 
the bosom of its Redeemer and God. 

Of the Editor's part ii; the ptesent Work^ little 
need be said. It was written originally in 
German^ by Dr. Munter/ and translated from 
thence in 1774, by Mr. Wendeborn, Minister of 
a German Chapel in London. Though the trani^ 
lation displays a remarkably free and accurate 
knowledge of the English language, yet there are 
sentences occasionally to be found, where a mis*- 
take as to the usage of a word or expression tends 
to diminish the force, obscure the meaning, and 
sometimes even to change the sense of a passage. 
Wherever this has happened, I have taken the 
liberty of making a slight verbal alteration, which 
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has seldom extended beyond the single word of 
expression. In other respects^ I have made no 
alteration nor omission^ except that of a single 
s^itence, for which any reader^ who possesses the 
original^ will see my reason. The Translator> as 
it appears from his Preface^ has taken more liber-* 
ties with the work, and has omitted some of the 
drier parts of the demonstration ; this is a cir-^ 
cumstance which should be borne in mind by 
the reader, as it may account for some occasional 
deficiencies in the course of the argument, which 
otherwise might not be warrantable. Where vet 
Dr. Manter recommends to the Count a book in 
German Theology, I have endeavoured to find 
another that would answer the same purpose in 
English. I have omitted the Prefaces both of 
Dr. Munter and the Translator, as the former has 
no other view but to establish the authenticity^ 
of theX]!onfession ^f Count Struensee, which does 
not now admit of a doubt; and the latter <;on«- 
tains^ nothing interesting to the Readen The 
Narrative of the Conversion of Count Brandt^ by 
Dean Hee^ I have not inserted^ as, although it 
may exhibit another feature in the character of 
infidelity^ it is still a repetition of much which 
appears ina much more interesting point of view 
in the History of Struensee* The Confession of 
Count Struensee, and his account of the altera- 
tion of. his religious ^sentin^nts, ^Ave not received 



^v^n ft verbd correotipR* Indeed^ tlieite was 
little necessity fcnr 90 doing, a$ they are better 
trundated than the rest of the work. I have 
adopted tbi^ fiaiQye course with respect to the 
hU»T» which he received fioro his partnts ; from 
these unipprrected specimens of the original 
Trani^latiQn, and the strange idioms which now 
and th^ oocnr, I shall stand justify for whai- 
©ver verbal alterations I have made in the body 
of the work- 

: Should this Book happen to fall into the hands 

9f a professed unbetieverj he will not perhaps 
Hod it uninteresting to observe the progress of 
opinions the same with his own in a strong and 
powerful understandings, and to find the sources 
qf ipQdelity dissected and laid open, by one who 
l^iiew well the human heart in others, and was at 
}as$ brought to a knowledge of his own. He may 
then perhaps be tempted to look inwardly upon 
himself, and to examine whether there is any re- 
^embhmce between) his own Scepticism, and that 
of theunforiwatato Strws^see— whether it proceeds 
from the same om^ and has been attended by 
the ^^«ne eflTects — whether the fabric of both 
systems is not reared on the same shallow aaad 
dangerous foundations. Could he, under tho 
l^ssing of a higher power, be induced to invesi 
tigate with calmness and with candour these 

a 
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most important points^ this little history will not 
have fallen into his hUnds in vain. 

By the. young man just entering into the world 
this ' volume may be read with peculiar advan- 
tage. He will first observe upOn what slender 
grounds all objections against revelation are 
raised aiid sustained/ and that they are the re- 
sult not of investigation but of indolence^ not 
of knowledge but of ignorance. Struensee, like 
Hume, had never, since his childhood, read with 
the slightest attention the very Scriptures which 
he affected to deride ; he knew nothing of the 
evidences of religion, nor of any, excepting thd 
most popular, objections which might be urged 
against them. 

He will afterwards be enabled to trace all infi- 
del opinions to their principal, it maybe said their 
single, source — corruption of heart and profli- 
gacy of life. It is not, perhaps, a single act of 
intemperance (though single acts are sufficiently 
dangerous) that will lead the young and inexperi- 
enced mind into Scepticism ; but it is a <6ontinued 
indulgence in some bad habit, which is contrary 
alike to the laws both of reason and revelation. 
It is the unwillingness to relinquish a favourite 
sin and a growing attachment to the object of 
some desire, added to a consciousness of an 
increasing neglect of the Almighty, of his laws, 
and probably of his worship, which renders the 



INTRODUCTION. XIX 

mind of a young man dissatisfied both with itself 
and with those principles which are the cause of . 
such dissati3faction ; he finds them incompatible 
with Ms mode of life, and then he listens to any 
suggestion that would teach him how to abandon 
them ; and thus, it is that Scepticism finds an 
easy access to the mind. Struensee confesses^ 
p. 114^ that he was '' prejudiced against religion 
first through his own passions f and in the ac- 
count of his own conversion which he left behind 
him, he thus expresses himself: " My unbelief 
and my aversion to religion were founded neither 
upon an accurate inquiry into its truth, nor upon 
a critical examination of those doubts which are 
generally made against it. They arose, as is 
usual in such cases, from a very general and 
superficial knowledge on the one side, and much 
inclination to disobey its precepts on the other, 
together with a readiness to entertain every ob- 
jection which I discovered against it." P. 197. 
. From these pages the young man may also 
discover the full extent of his danger, when he 
quits the path of Christianity, and trusts himself 
to the shoals and quicksands of infidelity. A 
man, when he begins to reject the Gospel, gene- 
rally reserves to himself the privilege of making 
a system of religion and a code of morality of his 
own, which he fully believes will answer every 
purpose of those which he has abandoned. But 

a2 



ib iHtle Idiows h€>w m6h eobh of tlieBe will 

ft^oBdteddate themselves td his &v<^tiiite pas4 
Mbi^s atid sins. The deiseii^it>tioti whichfSthi^ 
«tisee giAneft of his own em^ tiMet tliei^ <^ircum-' 
«tdit(^s is well worthy iitfefitidti. P« 1984 ^'Thd 
yioleiice of fiiy passions, whidh fiiado me abandon 
ttji^lf in my youth to all dfenfitial pkMtir^ and 
ektravaganceSi left tne ^atce time to^^itikof 
ittOrality, much less Of ^eligidii< When tfucpe^ 
iittiti afberwardii taught me how little i^tisfao^ 
tion Was to be found in the iiMgnlar ettjoym^t 
Of 6tidh pleasures, dud reflectioti <^ouyiuced kn^ 
that a certain inwaird satisfaction wait irequisito 
lor iny happihes^, such as cannot be attained 
dthet by the obsetvince of particular duties, Oi* 
by the tymissiott of scandalous excesses ; I there- 
fore endearoured to imprint on my mind sueh 
principles as I judged ptopeir to govern my 
actions, tod which I thought wotiM answer th^ 
^nd I Md in view. Btit how did I undertake 
thid ttek ? My memory was filled up with moral 
priheiptes, but, at the same time, I had varioud 
^cui&es td reconcile a complying reason with 
the weaknesses and the infirmities of the human 
heart. My understanding was pr^KNssessed with 
doubts and difficulties against the inMibility of 
those means by which we arrive at truth and 
celtaiirty. My will Was (if not fiiUy detettninedi 
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yet) seei^tly nracfa indited tO o6ilip]Jr otdy with 
$U€^ duties B8 did not ky ita6 tinder the necessity 
of sftcrliding my favouritd indinatioiis*'^ 

TheM ire but treadieiMUfi sa&guatds ; thcgr. 
soon give way itnd leave the unf oitunate dupe of 
his btnb. moradi and tdigious systemB to £iU from 
ottd {Step df iftfid^ty to ftootfaer, till he dtenieto 
th«f tfttf^riflietiditig ProTidence of Gody the essen^* 
ti«l dintinetion b^ween tight and wrongs md, 
kudtly^ the immortsility of his own soul ; in ahort^ 
miil his wrecked dareer tenmnates in pradticai 
Athdi^^ W6 havo Men how Stru^nsee begaii^ 
let tts ttow oteetv^ how he condudeik. In liia 
Sxit conference With Muntef he £iiriy owns^ that 
"^ he k>ok^ upon hittiself and idl other men, as 
mere taMuMies;'' that ^ ev^ thing man oonld 
do waa ib itself ibdi^reni;" and that ^ man's 
actions Wotdd be amounted moral only as fiur as 
they related to society.'' Again^ he confesses^ that 
'' I thtyagbt myself no more than an animal, and 
bdieted thei^e was no difference of species, but 
only that thet6 was some higher degree of per- 
fection in a matt above a beast.'' Thus it is that 
he who commences his infidel career by abandon- 
hig revelation^ will soon find that his objections 
are ei^ually strong against the religion of nature: 
they have both the same Almighty Author, they 
are both parts of one connected system, and they 
rise and faH together. 
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■ The student in Theology may not altogether 
find the time lost which he may expend upon the 
volume hefore us. He will there find the best 
and surest method of treating a case of infidelity 
whenever^ in the course of his future profession, 
sucE a one may come under his care. The ten- 
dem^ and' the anxiety of Dr. Mimtery accom- 
panied as they are by the most decisive, appeals 
to the conscience and the most deliberate system 
of reasoning/ are admirable : the plan which he 
adopts is most judicious, and so exactly suited to 
the circumstances of his convert, (and the cases 
of all infidels are more or less of the same cast) 
that Struensee himself testifies, p. 150. ^^ I assure 
you that by no other means you would have 
found access to my heart than by those which 
you have chosen.'^ It would, also, be no useless 
employment to supply the omissions in the chain 
of argument by making an abridgement of those 
books which are recommended for perusal. 

But, as the Theological student may learn from 
the narrative of Munter how he may best convert 
a dying sinner, so the practical minister may also 
learn how he may best treat him after he is con- 
verted. To those who may, either from duty or 
inclination, be desirous of preparing the soul of a 
recently converted sinner for heaven, this book 
will prove a most useful and practical guide. Of 
the validity of a death-bed. repentance we must 
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always^speiak with cautioii^ as we cannot be com- 
petent judges of its sincerity ; tJuit can be known 
to the Almighty only. To promise, therefore, 
to the sinner the highest degrees of bliss and 
glory, and to encourage in his mind the feelings 
of enthusiastic triumph, is a line of conduct un- 
warranted at once by experience and by Scrij)- 
ture. How often in these days do we see the 
unhappy criminal sent out of the world by his 
spiritual attendants in all the extasies of fanatical 
assurance, and generally without having per- 
formed any one act by which his repentance 
could be accounted sincere — without confession 
— ^without even a desire of making reparation. 
Widely different was the case of Struensee ; under 
the guidance of Munter he was led not only to an 
ample confession of his pmticular ^ivk%,h\it to an 
anxious wish to make some reparation to society 
for the injuries which they had inflicted upon it. 
The account of his conversion, written with his 
own hand, is no mean proof both of the sincerity 
and of the depth of his penitence. But even 
under circumstances so strongly testifying his 
sincerity, Munter would encourage no other 
feelings but those of a calm, steady, and scrip- 
tural faith in the propitiation of the Redeemer, 
and a confidence of pardon through his blood. 
These are his remarkable words : " I wish to see 
you on the scaffold with visible signs of repent- 

13 



ance and norrow, but at the same time with a 
fe94^ of mind which wi^ie^ from a cooMence in 
being pardoned before Qod/* p, 183, A more 
djyicndt ta3k cannoi;, perhaps, be imposed upon 
the Chrii^tian mini^t^r, thsm so to preserve the 
bidanoe of feeUng in the mind of his penit^ a^ 
to prevent hope from Rowing into presnmpHion 
wd faith into enthusiasm ? to repyess the rimg^ 
of unwarrantabJe triumph, without diminiabing 
th« asswauoe of pardon and aeeeptance. The 

returning prodigaJ was received with joy into 

\m &thef s mansion, but what was his lot after 
his reception, the Gospel has not revealed. 

I now leave the volume in the bands <tf the 
reader : perhaps In what I have said I may have 
oy^-rated its mmts, and thereby disappointed 
his e:^pectations. Be this a3 it may, I am, not- 
withstanding, assured that if the blessing of the 
Almighty attend its progress, it maybe a source 
to the Christian world of mudi real imd practical 
utility. 
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Count Struensee had, neither before nor during 
the time of his greatest prosperity, shewn himself 
a religious or a moral man, at least no one could 
think him to be such ; his own example, some of 
his public regulations, and his abolishing such 
laws as were made to restrain vice and immo- 
rality, seemed clearly to prove, that the general 
opinion concerning his sentiments upon religion 
was not altogether ill founded. Even those who 
had the most favourable opinion of him, thought 
him an inconsiderate man, who had given him- 
self up entirely to pleasure and ambition, and 
who perhaps might recover from his errors. 
But all sensible people agreed in this, that dur- 
ing his administration religion had every thing 
to fear, and that the morals of the people, at 
least in the metropolis, were in danger of be- 
coming wild and ungovernable. 

B 
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These reflections occasioned many honest and 
good people, who are incapable of rejoicing at 
the misfortunes of others, to look upon the 17th 
of January, the day when Struensee fell, as one 
of the happiest days in their life : they saw the 
rights of virtue and piety secured from that 
danger which seemed to threaten them; they 
wished that the man, from whom no more was 
to be feared, and whose unhappy fate might 
easily be foretold, would acknowledge his errors 
and his crimes, and that God afterwards would 
grant him mercy. 

When by the conmaittee that was appointed to 
inquire into his affairs, so much was discovered 
that it was sure his life would fall a sacrifice ta 
public justice, I received the King's orders to 
visit him in his prison, and to look to the welfare 
ef his soul. I did not know the man, nor did he 
know me ; and as to our principles and senti- 
ments they were to all appearance very different. 
I had even to expect that my profession and the 
intent I visited him with would make him dis- 
trust me ; nor, on the other hand, had I much 
reason to put any great confidence in him. How- 
ever, I entertained some hopes, that in his pre- 
sent situation he might find even a conversation 
with a clergyman not quite insupportable ; and 
the compassion I had for him would never per- 
mit me to prepossess him against me by severe 
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and ill-timed expostulations. Besides^ I was 
told by some of his former acquaintance^ that he 
Ivas open, and in some respects sincere; I thought 
it therefore not impossible to establish a Aiend- 
ship between us that might promote my inten- 
tion concerning him. With these hopes I began 
to visit him, and I praise God for the blessing he 
has granted to my labours. 

The First Conference. March 1, 1772. 

I COULD at present have no other view but only 
to lay some foundation for our mutual confi- 
dence, and to make him look upon the intention 
of my visits as important, and, when an oppor- 
tunity should offer, to know his sentiments about 
religion. 

When he was told I was there, and wished to 
speak to him, he inquired whether I came by 
command ? Being answered in the affirmative, 
he complied. He received me with a sour and 
gloomy countenance, in the attitude of a man 
who was prepared to receive many severe re- 
proaches, with a silence that showed contempt. 
We were alone, and I was greatly moved, behold- 
ing the misery of a man who, but a few weeks 
ago, was the first and the most powerful of all 
the King's subjects. I could neither hide my 
feelings, nor would I. Good Count, said I, you 
see I come with a heart that is sensibly affected 

b2 
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for you : I know and feel the regard that is dne 
to an unhappy man, whom God, I am sure, never 
intended to be born for such a misfortune. I 
sincerely wish to make my visits, which I am 
ordered to pay you, agreeable and usefuL — Here 
he quitted his affected attitude, his countenance 
grew more serene, he gave me his hand, and 
thanked me for the share I took in his fate. 
Our conversation, continued I, will be now and 
then disagreeable both to you and me ; but I 
profess most solemnly, that I shall tell you even 
these melancholy truths, which I have to com- 
municate, without severity to you, but not with- 
out pain to myself. I know I have no right to 
give you any unnecessary uneasiness, and you 
may depend upon my sincerity. Should it hap- 
pen that accidentally in our conversation a word 
should slip from me which perhaps may appear 
offensive, I declare beforehand that it never was 
said with such a design, and I beg that in such 
instances you will overlook my precipitation. 
With an air and a look that appeared to me not 
very favourable, he replied, " Oh 1 you may say 
what you please." 

I shall certainly, good Count, say nothing but 
what my great desire to contribute towards your 
future happiness, as much as lies in my power, 
shall oblige me to. I wish to raise your atten^ 
tion to a serious consideration of your moral 
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state, and how you stand in regard to God. You 
do not know how your fate in this world may be 
decided, and Christianity, which I teach and 
believe, makes it my duty earnestly to wish for 
your everlasting happiness. Consider my visits 
and my conversation only in this view, and I 
hope you will not disapprove of them. I had 
several reasons to decline the King's order which 
brings me to you : but the hope of comforting 
you in your misfortunes, and of advising you to 
avoid greater ones, was too important for me. 
Do not charge me with views of a meaner sort. 
I come not for my own sake, but only with an 
intent of being useful to you. He then confessed 
twice that he was fully convinced, 1 did it for his 
own advantage. 

If you are convinced of this, continued I with 
emotion, grant me then that confidence, which 
you cannot refuse a man, who is anxious for 
your welfare. I shall return it with the most 
thankful friendship, although you in the begin- 
ning should take me for a weak and prejudiced 
man. I shall not be tired in this friendship, but 
endeavour to make it useful to you, since I am 
your, only friend upon earth, and since you cer- 
tainly will call upon your only friend for com- 
fort. Here he stared at me, as I think, with tears 
in his eyes, and pressed me by the hand. 

I found him moved, and endeavoured to make 
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use of this advantageous moment. If you wish 
to receive that comfort, said I, which, in my 
opinion, I can promise you as the only true one 
do not cherish that unhappy thought of dying 
like a philosophical hero ; for I doubt whether 
you will be able to keep it up to the end. I am 
afraid your courage will leave you at last, though 
perhaps you may force yourself to show it out- 
wardly. Firmness and tranquillity of mind, on 
the near approach of death, is certainly the effect 
only of a good conscience. '' In all my adversi- 

. ties," answered he, '^ I have shewn firmness of 
mind, and agreeably to this character, I hope I 
shall die ^ot like an hypocrite." Hypocrisy, said 
I, in such moments, would be still worse than an 
affected firmness, though even this is a kind of 
hypocrisy. In case of death, do not trust to your 
former resolution, and do not compare your for- 
mer adversities, which were perhaps nothing but 
sickness and distress, with that fate which is now 
ready to fall upon you. — But perhaps you enter- 
tain some hopes of saving your life? — *' No V 

« said he, '' I flatter myself with no hopes at all." 
But you do not see death near you, said I ; you 
do not know the time when you shall leave 
this world ? Perhaps it is at some months' dis- 
tance. But, (here I took him by the hand) my 
dear Count, suppose I was ordered to tell you 
that you were to die to-day or to-morrow, would 
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not your courage fail ? '' I do not know," said he- 
But, continued I, if your courage should leave 
you^ and it was then too late to look out for 
comfort and hope, how do you think your heart 
would stand affected? He answered nothing. 
You see hy this that the intent of our conversa- 
tion is of great importance to you, and deserves 
aU your attention. I aim at nothing less, than 
to prepare you for eternity, that it may be a 
happy one. But I must expect that we are not 
both of the same opinion, in regard to the state 
of man after death. Yet, though you might have 
persuaded yourself that there is no life to come, 
and consequently neither rewards nor punish- 
ments, I cannot help thinking that there never 
was a time, when you were fully i;onvinced of it. 
Yowc inward feelings have frequently contradicted 
you. The thought of etarnity frightened you, 
though unfortunately you had art enough to 
stifle it in its birth.— However, it will be always 
out of yoxur power to prove that there is no 
eternity. 

He heard me with attention, but he would not 
own that he ever had any inward impressions of 
immortality, or had been afraid of it. Perhaps 
he might have been— but he did iiot recollect it. 
He owned that the thought, that he should soon 
entirely cease to be, was disagreeable to him ; it 
frightened him, he wished to live, even if it were 
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with less happiness than he now enjoyed in his 
prison. But he added, he did not find the thought 
of total annihilation so terrihle as he had found 
it was to many, who entertained the same senti* 
ments with him. 

I continued, you cannot deny the possibility 
of a future life, for there is at least as much pro- 
bability for it as there is against it. I believe 
I. could evince from mere reason, that eternity 
is to the highest degree probable, and that this 
degree of probability in such cases amounts 
almost to certainty *. But suppose it was only 
probable, which you must agree to, it is even 
then a matter of great importance to you, for 
you to know what may perhaps happen to you 
hereafter. In case you had to fear an unhappy 
life, you should prepare yourself against it, or 
make it at least tolerable. — He agreed to this, 
but added, '' You will hardly make me believe 
that there is a future life, and though you per-^ 
haps may convince my understanding by reasons 
which I cannot overthrow, my heart however 
will not yield to the conviction. My opinion, 
which is opposite to your's, is so strongly woven 
into my sentiments ; I have so many arguments 
in favour of it ; I have made so many observa- 

♦ This is admirably enlarged upon in Butler's Analogy, 
Toi. k p. 1. 
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tions from anatomy and physic, which confirm it, 
that I think it will be impossible for me to re- 
nounce my principles. This however I promise, 
that I wiU not wilfully oppose your endeavours 
to enlighten me, but rather wish, as far as it lies 
in my power, to concur with you. I will not 
dissemble, but honestly tell you of what I am 
convinced, and what not. I will deal with you 
openly ; this is my character, and my friends can 
bear witness to it." Jn our inquiries, I desired 
him to guard against his careless way of thinking, 
to which, in my opinion, he had been hitherto 
addicted, and which had thrown him into this 
depth of misery. He answered : 

" I do not deny my having lived inconsider- 
ately in the. world, and I feel now the conse- 
quences of it." 

I trust in your promise, added I, that you will 
deal with me honestly. If you did not, you 
would impose upon me, though perhaps but for 
a few days. But you certainly cannot deceive 
the Supreme Being and your own conscience. 
It would give me the highest pleasure if my in- 
tentions should succeed. But besides the assist- 
ance of God, you must do all the rest yourself. 
I can only guide you, and it is your own interest 
to mind your welfare, and you are obliged to em- 
ploy all the time which is left you upon this 
business. 



10 COKVSRSION AND DEATH 

I afterwards desired him to acquaint me with 
his system of religion^ that I might be able to 
judge where our opinions differed. I am in- 
clined to think you are not a Christian, and you 
may easily guess how much I wish you to be 
^ne. It is not my intention to force Christianity 
upon you ; but I hope to represent it to you 
as 60 important and amiable, that you yourself 
will think you stand greatly in need of it. He 
answered : 

It was true, he was very far from being a 
Christian, though he acknowledged and adored 
a Supreme Being, and believed that the world 
and mankind had their origin Arom God. He 
could never persuade himself, that man consisted 
of two substances. He looked upon himself 
and all other men as mere machines; he had 
borrowed this system, not from de la Mettrie, 
whose book he had never read, but had formed 
it by his own meditation. It was God that first 
animated this human machine ; but as soon as 
Its motion ceased, that is, when man died, 
there was no more for him either to hope or 
to fear. He did not deny that man was en- 
dowed with some power of liberty, but his free 
actions were determined only by his sensations. 
Therefore, man's actions could be accounted 
moral, only as far as they related to society. 
Eyery thing that man could do, was in itself 
11 
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indifferent. God did not concern himself about 
our actions^ and if their consequences were in 
man's own power, and he could prevent their 
heing hurtful to society, nobody had a right 
to reproach him about them. He added, he 
must own that he was very sorry for some of 
his actions, and in particular, that he had 
drawn others with him into misfortunes ; but 
he feared no bad consequences or punishments 
after this life. He could not see, why such pun- 
ishments were necessary to satisfy the justice of 
God, even though he allowed that God regarded 
our actions. Man was punished ainady enough 
in this world for his transgressions. He him- 
self was certainly not happy during the time of 
his greatest prosperity. He had, at least during 
the last months of it, to struggle with many 
disagreeable passions. — One of his principal ob- 
jections against Christianity was, that it was not 
universal. If it were really a divine revelation, it 
absolutely should have been given to all man- 
kind *. 

* This objection is answered in the most convincing manner *^ 
by Bishop Butler, in his Analogy, p. 304. Dr. Munter howr 
€Yer, with good reason, avoids any argument at present upon 
the subject, but very judiciously places in the hands of the 
Count an elegant and well written book. A corresponding 
work I fear that our language does not possess. We have " Evi- 
dences of the Christian religion" in every form and suited to 
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I said at this time but little to. answer all this^ 
but recommended to him an excellent book, 
which, as I hoped, would contribute towards 
clearing up his ideas about religion. He asked, 
with a kind of diffidence, *' What book V 
Jerusalem's Considerations on the principal 
Truths of Religion, said I ; a book which you 
will read with pleasure, if it even was only for 
the elegance of its style* He desired me to 
bring it to him. 

I had observed that he really was very uneasy 
about some of his actions, and I thought proper 
to increase Itjuymeasiness. I suppose my readers 
know how much he was to be blamed for his 



every capacity ; but we have no treatise upon the truths of 
Natural Religion, taking up the chain of argument where Paley 
leaves it, which is at all adapted to the perusal of a man of the 
worjid. . Butler's Analogy, which would ptherwise be the very 
book, is unfortunately written in language so intricate, as to 
require the attention of a student to comprehend. The first 
part of Clarke's Evidences is, again, so condensed in its reasoning 
as to be unfit for the purpose. Paley's Natural Theology how- 
ever might with great advantage have been placed in the hands 
of Struensee, as it would have cleared his ideas respecting the 
design and the providence of the Deity : and afterwards the 9th 
Section of WoUaston's Religion of Nature, entitled " Truths 
belonging to a private man.'* With this he could not fail to 
have been interested, as it is written both with perspicuity and 
with elegance, and comes close to the points in question. 
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conduct towards count Bernstorf ^. I acquainted 
him, therefore, upon taking my leave of him, 
with his death. He called out with an emotion 
of heart : *' What, is he dead ?" and seemed, to 
shudder. Yes, said I^ he is. His wisdom, reli- 
gion, and piety, have preserved him the character 
of a great man to the last ; and it is generally 
believed that the grief of his last years had has- 
tened his death. When I spoke this, I looked at 
him with an air which he seemed to understand, 
for he blushed. 

The Second Conference. ' March S. 

The first thing I had to do now, with Count 
Struensee, was to convince him of the falsity of 
his system^ that man was a mere machine. For 
hence he concluded, that there was no future 
life. Bei^ides, as he looked upon eternity as a 
mere fable, he could pay no regard to religion 
and morality. 

I reminded him of his promise, not to oppose 
truth wilfully, but rather to meet it half way* 
You think your opinion, said I, of man's being a 

* Count Bernstorf was minister of state in Denmark since 
the year 1750. Struensee got this great and beloved minister 
dismissed, by a letter of the king's, dated September the 15th, 
1770, with a pensiofV of 6000 crowns ; he retired to Hamburgh,, 
where he died the 18th of February, 1772. T. 
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mete maefaine^ to be true^ and you conclude from 
thence more than there is in reality foundation 
tor. However, I presume, you thiok this opinion 
of yours is no more than a philosophical hypo- 
thesis, and in this view let us consider it to day. 
It is not very necessary to enter into a particular 
consideration of it, for it cannot be proved from 
thence, that there is no futurity. However, let 
us consider it, that you may not think I intend 
to surprize you, — When I had exhausted all my 
arguments and reasonings *, I found they had 
but little effect upon his understanding. At last 
he owned^ that the hypothesis, of the existence 
of a soul, was better founded than his. But he 
said, he had good reasons to maintain his former 
sentiments ; for the knowledge of man was in 
general very uncertain. He might, perhaps, 
hitherto have imposed upon himself: but he was 
liable, as often as he adopted a new opinion, to 
be deceived. Besides, his mind was, in his pre- 
sent situation, neither composed nor serene 
enough to examine his present principles. He 
should have done this sooner ; it was now too 
late. Several things being replied to, the whole 

* Though it does not appear that in this stage of the ques- 
tion any arguments would have much weight, yet if the reader 
is desirous of possessing himself of the best on the subject, he 
will find them in that valuable but neglected book, Baxter on 
the Soul. 
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ponduded with a serious and tender exhortation, 
not to let the few last weeks of his life slip away 
useless for etetnity, but to do his best, to enter 
into it with good hopes* He then looked very 
earnestly at me, and casting down his eyes, re- 
plied : 

^ You must have a great deal of goodness, 
humanity, and faithfulness of a minister, since 
you are so anxious about py welfare, and are not 
displeased at my not agreeing with you exactly 
in opinion." 

I assure you, continued I, I shaU not^ until the 
very last day of your life, desist from exhorting 
and entreating you, and I hope God will bless 
my endeavours. But, good Count, I am afraid 
of your unhappy disposition, which has contri- 
buted so much to your misfortune ; your ambi- 
tion, and your confidence that you are always in 
the right, prevents your doing justice to truth. 
How is it possible, that you can be still fond of 
an inclination, which has thrown you into such 
a misery ? 

" Oh !'* said he, '' this inclination is gone, I am 
now very little in my own eyes ; and how could 
I be ambitious in this place !" This passion, an- 
swered I, rages certainly still in your soul. The 
occasions of showing itself as formerly are only 
wanting. But though it may oppose the truth, 
if you indulge it, yet take heed, lest despised 
truth should revenge itself 
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Since it was now greatly my interest to soften 
his heart for humane and tender feelings — ^for by 
this I hoped to make way for religion — I begged 
him to consider how infinitely he had afflicted 
his parents^ and how much it^ therefore, was his 
duty to use all his endeavours to procure them 
that only comfort which was left them, not to re- 
main in anxiety about his- future state. He an- 
swered, *' My father is an honest man, he acts ac- 
cording to his own sentiments ; but I believe he 
has treated me too severely." You may think so 
said I, but I fancy you are mistaken. Without 
doubt you have been extravagant from your very 
youth, which your honest father disapproved*. 
This you called severity. '' This is true, but" — 
But, said I, you knew he was father, and you son^ 
Were you ignorant that you owed obedience to 
your father, who was besides an honest man ? 
" I was dutiful to a certain age." But, said I, 
were you after certain years less son, and he less 
father? Confucius, whose moral system, as I 
remember to have heard, you prefer to that of 
Christ, might have informed you better. He 
replied, '' You are in the right !" 

I left him Jerusalem's Meditations *, which he 
promised to read with attention, and took my 

• Pascal's Thoushts would be an admirable substitute for 
the book here recommended. Bishop Hall's Meditations ionight 
be useful ; though, perhaps, they would have more effect ia 
a later stage. 
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leave of him, moved and in fears on account»'of 
liis misery. He desired me to visit him soon 
again, 

m 

The Third Conference. March 5. 

When I came to the Count, I addressed him 
thus, — "My heart tiells me that we shall advance 
to-day a step forwards. I see you read Jerusa- 
lem's Meditations. How far are you advanced, 
and how do you like the book T* ^* I am come 
already to that meditation which concerns the 
morality of man. The book is excellently writ* 
fen, and I find nothing which contradicts my 
reason. I found something against my opinion 
of man s being a machine; but still I think sen- 
sibility proves it, and explains every thing." I 
answered, that the organs of our senses were no 
more than mirrors and spy-glasses, through 
which we observed the objects; that neither 
mirror nor spy-glass could see any thing ; but 
j;here must be a third, who observed the objects 
through these instruments, and this third was 
our souL 

He was sensible of this, but it seemed to be a 
hard matter for him to own he was in the wrong. 
Nevertheless, it was necessary he should make 
this confession before I could proceed any farther, 
r undertook therefore to prove, that the manner 

e 
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in which his opinion had taken its origin^ and 
had interested his heart so much, tended neither 
to his credit nor to his advantage. I looked 
upon this as the best means to expel one shame 
by another. — He interrupted me very seldom 
during the time I was speaking, but heard with 
much attention, and owned that I had exiactly 
pointed out the way which had led him to his 
opinion. After a short pause on both sides, 
during which he seemed to be in a deep medita- 
tion, he called out : ^' Oh t I hope now, and wish 
for immortality/' I guessed directly that the 
reading of Jerusalem had brought him so far; 
flAd he soon afterwards said himself; ^^ It is in^ 
possible not to be brought over by that book."* 

As he now hoped and wished for immortality, 
I thought it needless to enter into more ample 
disquisitions about the existence, nature, and 
immortality of the soul. Besides, I was afraid 
that these speculative truths might detain us too 
long, and mislead us to various researches which 
are but little adapted to make the heart better. 
It was enough for me that he now was sensible 
of the existence of eternity : however, we talked 
to*day about the arguments for the existence of 
a soul. 

The fklse ease, which hitherto had rendered 
the Count insensible, and which was supported 
]by his persuasion of there bbing no future life. 
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was now interrupted. I thought it necessary to 
remove it entirely before I could procure him 
true ease of mind. I must convince him^ there- 
fore, that in that future life, which he hoped and 
wished for, he could not promise himself an 
agreeable fate ; and for this purpose his notions 
of the morality of actions were to be rectified 
first He believed human actions only so far 
good or bad as they were attended with good or 
bad consequences to society. Before I could 
jKttack this proposition, I thought proper to 
shew how little^ even according to this principle^ 
he would be able to account for his actions before 
God* I might at present, said I, leave your rule 
by which you judge of the morality of actions 
unmolested. Your actions even then would not 
bear scrutiny. I was surprized when he an- 
swered : 

'' I find now, that it is by far better and surer 
to derive the motives of our actions from God, 
and to consider him as observing them." 

Saying this, he pointed at Jerusalem's book, 
and I thanked in my heart this excellent man 
that he had promoted my endeavours so far. 

In the mean time, I begged of the Coimt to 
reflect how immoral his actions had been, even 
according to his former principle of morality. 
I had now discovered that sidqt..where the wounds 
of his conscience smarted mQSt. He was not by 

e 2^ 
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far so much grieved at thinking that he had 
bffended God^ and made himself miserable, as 
that he had ruined his friends with him. This 
isensation of his I laid hold on *, and endeavoured 
to support and to increase it. I hoped his pain 
inight by degrees become more universal, and 
lextend itself over his other crimes. 

I had scarcely began to touch him on this side, 

'when he burst into tears, and owned that he 

found himself in this respect very culpable, and 

Vas absolutely at a loss to say any thing in his 

--defence. 

0' 

* This view of Munter is quite correct, and worthy of atten- 
^tion. All attempts to eradicate confirmed infidelity by abstract 
:argument alone will be fruitless. A sceptic has seldom any 
.objection to enter into discussions respecting the nature^ the 
immateriality, tl^e immortality, of the soul, or such sort of sub- 
jects, as they give him ample scope for the display of his so- 
phistry and ingenuity ; and even if by an able opponent he should 
•be utterly defeated, he is still as far removed from conviction 
as ever. His pride, the very enemy whom it is our object to sub- 
due, is flattered and increased by the contest. If infidelity 
.proceeds ultimately from corruption of the heart, the heart 
must be the object of our attack, otherwise the understanding, 
influenced as it always is in such cases by the passions, will 
'never have free play, nor come to an unbiassed determination. 
.'Some good feeling, which yet remains, must be awakened and 
brought into action. Such was the course pursued by Munter 

in the case before us. He touched the heart of Struensee upon 

* 

one of the few good points which yet remained— bis afiecition 
for his friends — and we see the beneficial results 
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Suppose then^ continued I, you had to reproach 
yourself only with being the cause of all the mis* 
fortunes your friends now labour under, it must 
even then be very difficult or rather impossible 
to account for it before God. 

" I acknowledge this/' said he, '' and there- 
fore shall say nothing to excuse myself before 
Grod, and I hope he will not demand this of me. 
I trust in my repentance and his mercy. Do not 
you think God will f^give me on account of tfai^ 
philosophical repentance ?" 

'* According to my notions of repentance, I 
can give you no hopes. I know but one way to 
receive God's pardon, and this is not by a philo* 
sophical but by a Christian repentance. I can- 
not yet produce the reasons why I am obliged to 
think so ; but if you only reflect on God's meifcy, 
in which you trust, you will find that it is this 
very mercy which makes it necessary for him to 
be just, and to shew his aversion to moral evil. 
Such mercy as that of God, which cannot dege- 
nerate into weakness, must no doubt be very 
terrible to him who has offended against it. I 
entreat you not to put a blind and ill-founded 
confidence in it." — Perhaps I pronounced this 
with a visible emotion of heart, for he inter-f 
rupted me, saying, *' Your humanity must be 
very great, since your patience is not tired." 
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'' I certainly shall not be tired^ but I am uneasy 
and in pain about you.** 

'* You must not be so much concerned for me. 
•^What would you do if I was so unhappy as td 
remain unconvinced T 

*' It would grieve me unspeakably* I should 
wish to conceive good hopes of you^ but I fear 
without reason. Pray do what lies in your 
power, God will bless your endeavours. I h(^e 
yott will even yet, upon good grounds, think 
yourself pardoned by God, and be able to die 
with comfort and a fair prospect into eternity/' 
Here he called out, with a deep-fetched sigh : 
" May God grant it f* 

He added, '* You wish, and I believe £rom good 
reasons, that I might become a Christian.* 

To be sure, replied I, I wish it very much : 
but you know favours are not forced upon any 
body ; and it is natural for you to look out for 
the greatest that can be bestowed upon you. 
Learn first to feel how dangerous your condition 
is, and your own wants and misery will then 
compel you to search for God's mercy, where it 
is only to be found. 

*' But pray," said he, ** how can Christianity 
be the only way that is revealed by God for out 
everlasting happiness, since it is so little known 
among mankind, and since there are, even among 
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Christians themselves, so few that keep its pre- 
cepts r 

From your first doubts, said I, you mean to 
draw the inference, that it was against the 
goodness and justice of God not to reveal to all 
men a doctrine which is the only one that cai( 
render man perfectly happy. But do you kno\^ 
whether God will not save those who are igno- 
rant of Christianity by its dispensations, if they 
behave as well as lies in their power ? And can a 
man, whom God has presented with a blessings 
which he denied to others, think himself for this 
reason entitled not to mind this blessing or not 
to value it, because God has not given it to all 
mien ? Has he not distributed al][ the blessings of 
his mercy unequally among men ; for instance 
honour, riches, health, talents, and even the 
knowledge of natural religion ? You see by this 
that your objection proves more than you iur 
tended. 

From your second doubt you will conclude, 
that, because Christianity is observed by so very 
few, therefore it cannot be a sufficient means to 
answer the purpose, it is said, God intended it 
for, and consequently its origin cannot be a 
divine one. But I would wish you to observe, 
that it is a religion of free beings, and that they 
are under no control in a matter which concerns 
their happiness. Besides, prejudices, errors, and 
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passions^ can render the strongest moral argu-* 
ments ineffectual. However^ it cannot be de- 
nied that mankind, upon the whole, since thei 
establishment of the Christian religion, has been 
greatly reformed, and that its power over the 
human mind is stronger than you seem to 
credit. 

** But even good Christians/' added he, ** often 
commit sins! Shall, or can a man in this 
world be perfect? and is it the intention of 
Christianity to produce effects, which, as to our 
present condition, are quite impossible ?" 

*' There is a great difference between the sin of 
a true Christian, of whom we speak only, and 
between the crimes of a wicked man. The 
former falls but he rises again : the latter con- 
tinues in his transgressions and repeats them* 
And if there was but one Christian only upon 
the whole earth, whose life did honour to his 
profession, it would be a sufficient reason for 
every one that knew him, to examine the religion 
of this only Christian, and to adopt it when he 
found it was well-grounded." He said: '* Oh ! 
I have so many of these doubts, that it will be 
the most difficult thing to satisfy them all." 

He uttered this with a mien that expressed 
great concern, and I thought proper to comfort 
him by saying, that his doubts would lessen ac- 
cording as he got more acquainted with Christi- 
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anity. And if there should be left an nncertamty 
about some point or other, he might rest satisfied 
with thinking that God would judge him, accord^ 
ing to the time he had had, the condition he was 
in, and the sincerity he shewed in his searching 
after truth; Christianity concerned more the 
heart than the understanding. — I discovered a 
hope that he soon would become a Christian, 
which he seemed to be pleased with, and when I 
exhorted him to pray to God to enlighten his 
mind, he asked : 

i^ Whether a hearty wish, addressed to God, 
was not already prayer or adoration T 

I answered in the affirmative ; and after some 
exhortations : took my leave, and gave him the 
book of Reimarus* on the principal doctrines of 
natural religion. 

* 

The Fourth Conference. March 8. 

I HAD now already great advantages in my hands. 
•The Count was sensible of an approaching eter- 
joity, neither could he, nor would he any more 



« 
* 



* Bentley's two fast Sermons against Atheism would have 
much power over the mind, but his style is so coarse and full of 
invective, that it might perhaps create disgust. Bishop Home's 
Letters on Infidelity could not fail to produce a very be- 
neficial eflecti Berkley's Minute Philoso-i)hcry is an excellent 
book. . 
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Oppose the impressions which the prospect of 
it made upon him. He was concerned about 
his moral condition, but not enough yet; at 
least, not on account of the displeasure of God, 
which he was labouring under* He wished 
Ciuristianity might comfort him, but he thought 
it still an impossibility to be fully convinced of 
its truth. I now endeavoured to make Christie 
taity necessary to him, for reasons which were 
derived from the misery and danger, he was in* 
I intended to give him an opportunity from time 
to time, to get acquainted with the arguments of 
the Christian religion ; that in the same measure, 
as his desire of its comforts increased, the dif- 
ficulties which he expected to meet with, might 
decrease. But, before I could make him truly 
sensible of the danger which his immoral life had 
thrown him into, we had first to agree about the 
reasons, which the morality of human actions is 
grounded upon. 

Since the Count now believed in the immor- 
tality of the soul, and in some respects in the 
morality of actions likewise, I undertook to con^ 
vince that human actions are not good or bad, 
merely on account of their consequences in 
society, which hitherto had been his opinion. 

The reading of the seventh of Jerusalem's 
Meditations, which treats on the morality of 
human actions, had, as the Count himself owned, 
12 
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already removed muny of his doubts^ and taught 
him that true moral liberty did not consist in de^ 
termining oneself according to the &rst ioipres- 
sion a thing had n^e u^^ml «m> but that it ia 
required to cmMtder a matter properly, and not 
to choose a thing before we are sufficiently ae*- 
quainted with it. I shewed him, how impossible 
it was for man always to foresee and to regulate 
the consequences of his actions, on account of 
the infirmity and narrow bounds of his under* 
standing, and because he is so easily blinded by 
his passions* 

As to this last reason, the Count himself said, 
'' That our passions would overpower us, even 
then, when we see that the actions to which they 
excite us might be detrimental to society. They 
would persuade us, that the consequences they 
might be attended with are in our power ; that 
by precaution and acting secretly, we might avoid 
them. They would supply us with various ex- 
cuses, and incline us to think them to be true.*" 
He did not take it amiss, when I applied this to 
his own life. 

I afterwards proved, that the will of God is 
the only rule by which the morality of actions is 
to be determined ; not because God had ordered 
that this action or another should be absolutely 
good or bad^ but because his infinite understand- 
ing found them really so from all eternity, even 



28: CONVERSION AND DEATH 

without regard to men^ created with liberty to. 
trespass against his moral laws. 
. The next p^int I thought necessary to be 
proved was^ that God had really revealed his will 
respecting the morality of actions. I would not 
draw my arguments from the Bible> since I had 
not yet proved it to be. a divine revelation, but 
rather from the dictates of conscience. 

This being done, as well as the nature of the 
proposition would admit of, I answered the ob- 
jections which the Count made. The first was,: 
*' That though he had no inclination for raising, 
any doubts, but should rather endeavour to avoid 
thepa; yet the sincerity wherewith our confer-* 
ences were to be carried on, required him to 
tell me plainly, what he was not convinced of. 
Therefore, he owned, that notwithstanding there 
was such a moral sense * in man, he nevertheless: 
was uncertain, whether it was born with him. 
Perhaps it might be a certain prejudice ?" 

If this was so, replied I, how could it happen 
that this prejudice was an universal one, common 
both to the virtuous and the wicked ? 

'^ Perhaps then," said he, " it is the effect of 
experience or custom, that we are used to con- 

* For an exposition of the doctrine of the ** Moral Sense" 
see the invaluable work of Dr. Reid, to whom we owe all the 
clear ideas which wc possess on the subject. 
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sider ihe actions d others^ 'as relating . to loxatf 
selves." My answer was^ that this moral sense 
is found' in man^ before he is taught it by ex- 
perience and custom. 

" And suppose/' said the Count, *^ we ^uld 
find it a consequence of education ?" 

Neither can this be, replied I, for it is in a 
child prior to education. It is to be met with in 
a savage Greeiilander and a Hottentot, who rea- 
sons on some actions mof e soundly than nations^ 
whose moral sense is tainted by education, and 
-by their way of living. 

: "He now owned, that the notion of morality 
was born with us, and. that it laid deep in our 
nature. That it took its origin from our Creator, 
and that we, by the dictates of this inward feel- 
ing, were informed of the will of God in regard 
to good or bad actions/' 
^ From what he had said^^ I now drew some in- 
ferences, and told him, that in order to qualify 
himself for God's mercy, it was necessary to 
search his former life, and to acknowledge his 
faults and crimes. I was afraid to leave this self- 
examination entirely to himself; and therefore 
told him, that I should review with him his life, 
though it was a disagreeable task for both; hoping 
be would assist me therein with all sincerity. 
'He promised to confess every thing, and giving 
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me his hand^ he said^ he woiild take me etitur eiy 
lor his guide. 

After some silence on hoth sides, and amidst 
his tears, he looked at me with an air that be- 
irayed both anxiety and confidence, and said, ''If 
my tears come only out of the right source !" 

Good Count, said I, I suspect the reason why 
you cry. It is certainly the misfortune which 
you have thrown your friends inta This is 
your tender side, which pains, even when it is 
but slightly touched. Examine yourself, whe- 
ther it is but personal friendship, and the remem- 
brance of mutual enjoyed pleasures, and regret 
for having lost the hope of their continuation— 
pr, whether it is the consciousness that you have 
offended God, religion and virtue, in the per- 
JBons of your unfortunate friends ? 

He considered a while, and at last called out: 
*' Oh ! it is extremely difficult, to come to any 
leertainty in this point r 

Not long after, he added : " I fear it is now 
too late to beg for God's mercy! and per- 
haps I do it in my present situation out of 
necessity !" 

I told him upon this, that though he had rea- 
son to reproach himself very much, that he had 
spent his whole life without thinking of God, or 
endeavouring to make him his friend ; yet there 
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was tio distmction betwixt those that came early 
and those that came late *• It was only the sin* 
ceiity with which we seek for God's mercy. 

He added^ ^'Perhaps I do it out of com<- 
phdsance to you." ^ To which I replied^ that I 
could scarce believe this^ because he shed so 
many tears, and was so sorry and so much 
concerned. 

After some consideration, he said : ^' Of what 
use would it be to me ? No, (here he took me by 
the hand,) it is not out of complaisance to you/' 
He then said : ^' I remember that in the Christian 
instructions, which I received in my younger 
days, I was told, a Christian ought to die with 
the utmost cheerfulness and confidence. But I 
am so anxious about doubts. They return air 
ways again, notwithstanding I endeavour to re- 
move them, and will not let them gain ground.'* 

I suspected, and found afterwards but too 
justly, that he was throwing out a hint about 
some strange inward feelings, which some Chrisr 
tians pretend to have, as indisputable signs and 
consequences of their being pardoned before God. 
I therefore told him, that such inward feelings, if 

* If this be spoken (as it probably was) of acceptance and 
pardon, the doctrme is Scriptural and true; but if it be spoken 
of glorification and reward, it is^ liable to the strongest obj«^ 
tions. 
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there ever were things of that kind^ could not 
be looked upon as absolutely necessary, and as 
things which must inevitably follow* I knew 
many sincere Christians that were without them : 
and I myself, though conscious of being a Chris- 
tian, had never perceived them. 
f He interrupted me, by saying : " I myself saw 
a pious man dying, who left this world in great 
toxiety." \ 

\ I continued. Good Count, that ease of mind 
which I wish you, when you are dying, . and 
which it is possible you may attain, does not con- 
isist in a visible joy ^ it is rather a certain tran- 
quillity of the soul, which arises from a convic- 
tion, that we have fulfilled all those conditions 
which God has laid down as the only ones for 
our receiving his pardon. 

. *' How tottering," said he, "has been my for-^ 
mer system, and how sure was I, nevertheless, 
of its truth ! I wis resolved, that if I should die, 
i would adhere to my principles ; I would sup- 
pose them to be indisputable, and would let 
death approach without any further scrutiny. 
And for this very reason, I had begged to :be 
excused from seeing any Clergyman.'* 
, You see from this, good Count, replied I, 
what a difference there is between truth and er- 
ror. What you mentioned, were your sentiments 
about eight days ago. And now you read Jeru- 
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fialem's work with the greatest assiduity/though 
he contradicts your principles every where, 

*\ Oht" said he, '' it is an incomparable bqok ; 
pray bring me the other volumes." How sorry 
was I, that then only one volume was pub- 
lished. " Could you not," continued he, ^' give 
this book to be read by some oif my friends, who 
think of religion as I did, and were perhaps in- 
duced to do so by my example and conversation ?'* 
I promised I would lookout for such oppor- 
tunities. 

' I now wanted to conduct him further into 
Christianity, with whose moral side he was to be 
first made acquainted ; for, as to the dogmati- 
cal part he knew already more of it, though he 
thought it impossible to believe its mysteries.! 
However, I was sure, that even here, he would' 
become a believer, if he was first convinced of the 
excellency of the morals Christ has preached, and 
if the mysteries of Christianity were laid before 
him, as Scripture proposes them, separated from^ 
human explications. To make him conversant 
with the precepts of the Gospel, I thought it best 
to let him read the history of Christ. I told him, 
I wished that he might learn from the moral 
character of Christ, that he was a good and divipe 
man, and one that deserved great credit. Per- 
haps it may prepossess you in his favor, when I 
tell you, that even Voltaire, inclined as he isJ;o 

D 
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calumniate Christy does justice to his moral cha«^ 
racter. ^ Dq^ lie ?" replied the Count. I will 
read to you^ continued h some passages^ from the 
J^vofigUe ^u jawr, which no douht is a. work id 
Voltaire. I added^ that Rousseau was quite 
eharmed with Christ's morals^ and his death. He 
reniemhered to have found something of this 
kind in his .ETm/^. I might recommend to you, 
continued I^ the New Testament^ ta read the 
History of Christ ; hut I choose to decline this at 
present^ since it is dispersed through all the four 
fyangelists^ and since mapy places are wrongly 
translated*^ and many more, on account of their 
reference to the manners of the times and people^ 
and the situation of place«» might he ohscure to 
you; and since you yourself, prohably, hare 
ahused some Scripture expressions, to ridicule 
and to make a jest of them* '' Yes/' said he, 
^ ypu are in the right." I promised therefore, 
to hring to him the history of the three latter 
years of the Life of Christ, as it is properly 
compiled, regulated, explained^ and told in a 
modem style. 

Cramer had desired me to give his compli- 
ments to the Count, and to tdl him, that Count 

* This might be the ca«e with the Danish ▼ersion, but cer- 
tainly does not hold good with respect to our own. The English 
Gospels might be placed in the hands of the man of the most 
slegant and fastidious taste. 
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Btrnstorf had fot^ven hikh, and tl^al h^, m the 
latter days of his life, was very much concerned 
l))Otit th^ stivatii)^ of his soul. He asked: 
^ Hm B^tnnt&tt lived td heat of tay heitg ar- 
Ksted ?" Yes, said I, he died about a fortnight 
ikg6. He hunst out into tears again, and desired 
me to tell Cramer, that he wished to be worthy 
<^ his Remembrance, and that he was obliged to 
him for his intelligence. 

I left him to-day Gellert*s Lectures on Mor- 
tality *. He had almost finished Reimarus's bdftk. 
I>arittg lAf absenee, he always employed the 
g[teatest part of his time in readi&g those books 
whith I hftd bti^ught MiA. 

The Fifth Conference. March 10. 

I FOUND the Count reading Gellert's Lectures 
ofi Morality, about whose excellency he did not 

* These Lectures on Morality, read in the university of 
Leipsic, by the late Mr, Gellertj were translated last yiear into 
Ffeiieh. See the Appendijt to the 47th vttltntief of thfe Monthly 
Iteview, page 508. T. 

Nelson s Practibe (tf True D^etetum is a short, dimple, but 
ft very piecing feitposition of the mofal duties of a Christian. 
Law's Serious Call and Christian Perfection will aAerwards be 
read with much interest ; and also Bishop Taylor's Holy Living. 
T1i€ prayers which are interspersed throughout the latter lire 
t«i^ aihikemiig. 

1)2 
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know how to express himself properly. * Ife 
said : 

^^ Had I but a year ago read such books Ih 
retirement from dissipation, I should have been 
quite another man. But I lived as in a dream. 
However, where are such Christians as are here 
described?" 

I told him that I believed Gellert himself to 
have been such a Christian as is described in the 
book, which was chiefly written, to shew that 
perfection a Christian was to strive for. I 
reminded him of our agreement, to examine 
more minutely his moral conduct, in order to 
convince him more of the greatness of his sin8> 
and the necessity of his repentance. 

In a serious exhortation, I begged of him to 
act now with all sincerity ; and the Count then 
began : 

" I know very well that I cannot apologize for 
my actions. But for this very reason I wish the 
existence of eternity, because God, who knows 
exactly the complication of circumstances and 
the situation I have been in, will determine more 
truly and justly the morality or immorality of 
my actions, than men ever can do." 

I now delineated the outlines of his character 
as I had reason to think it to be. God, said I, 

« 

has given you not a common understanding, 
and, as I believe, a good natural disposition 
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of heart; but through voluptuousness, ambi- 
tion^ and inconsiderateness, you have corrupted 
yourself He confirmed my conjectures, and 
added : 

^^ That voluptuousness had been his chief 
passion, and had contributed most to his moral 
depravity." 

We win begin, said I, with this passion, and 
see to what sins it has led you. After describ- 
ing how far it was extravagant, the Count owned 
with great emotion of heart, 

'Mlis opinion had always been^ that he lived for 
no other purpose but to procure himself agree- 
able sensations. He had reduced every thing to 
this pointy and if now and then he had done some- 
thing good, he had never considered it as an obli- 
gation of charity or of obedience towards God, 
but as a mere means to promote his own pleasure. 
In his very youth, he blindly had abandoned 
himself to all sorts of extravagancies. When he 
found the bad consequences of his irregular life, 
he endeavoured to restore his health again by 
regularity and continence, in order to enjoy plea- 
sure the longer. Having recovered his health, he 
again indulged himself in the irregularities of vo- 
luptuousness under a degree of rational restraint, 
and refrained himself from abandoned extrava- 
gancies. What humbled him most, was, that he 
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could not accuse any body of having sedg^ed 
him, but that he must confess himself to have 
been his own seducer, by reading certain books, 
which he mentioned." 

Th^e Qiore loa^nute examiofttk^n of his life in 
regard to Uiis chief passion of hi3, 1 regulated 
according to certain questions. Dui^iDg th# 
whole inquiry, be did not l^ve off crying. It 
seemed as if he felt a kind of ease, by eiKti:uAtins 
me with the an^dety of his heart which h^ felt, 
on account of this species of transgression. I 
will write the questions down in the m^^ner I 
proposed them to him, and add thosei of hi3 
answers, which are m^re 1;han a simple eonfes* 
sion» and can contribute to clear up his former 
way of thinking, and serve to incretase the a}^ 
horrence of the vice of debauchery. 

How much time has by your eager pursuit q£ 
pleasures been squandered away, that might audi 
should have been employed better ? — He gave 
for answer, 

" I always imposed upon myself by thinking, 
because I could work very quick, and could disr 
patch the business of my different stations in life 
in less time than many others, that therefore the 
rest of my time ought to be dedicated to my 
pleasures, and was in a manner gained. But I 
see now too late, how much it was my duty to 



OF COUNT SXEUfiKS&ft. dd 

hdYe been anxionB in promoting good^ aeeording 
to that measure of talents wbich QoA had trusted 
me with/* 

How many good actions have been left undone ? 
and how insatiable haire you been in your lust ? 
How much have you meditated to prociii^e your- 
self new sensual enjoyments ? 

'' To be overloaded with pleasures^ is attended 
with an inevitable emptiness^ and to fUl up the 
vacancies makes us study variety of pleasures.** 

How much did you neglect by this the im- 
proving and forming &f yo^ soul and heart ! 
Remember the y^rs you have i^ht at school 
and the Univeteity t 

** It kept me very backwaird> and not tiD late 
years did I begifif to msike myself acqilainfed 
with those things wMch I sli^Md have learnt at 
school. Being at the university, I lived now and 
then for whole months together in di^ipation 
and extravagancies, t^ut then I kept to my 
studies for a time again. Improving and fontt- 
ing my heart I never thought of, before I was 
two or th^ee AnA t^nty years of age. Since 
that time I collected by degrees' those principles 
of ttorailty i infoi^med you of." 

How neglectful has your lu#t Mfftde you to- 
wards God, yourself, and other men, -even in 
those duties which your particular station iik life 
isequiredi of you I 
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>* I turned my thoughts very little towarcb' 
God^ and did not believe that I owed him any 
thing more, than a general gratitude for my ex- 
istence. I might perhaps have often neglected 
the particular duties of my respective stations in 
life, for the sake of enjoying pleasures, but at 
other times I have, as a physician, taken great 
pains about my patients." 

Very likely you have, by the perpetual enjoy- 
ment of sensual pleasures, heated your fancy, 
and filled it with foul images, which perhaps 
disturb you still, and hinder your serious reflect 
tions. In what a giddiness of lust have you 
lived, or rather not lived, but only dreamt ? 
. ''When I now recollect, I find that my life 
has been but a dream. I remember to have 
done but little good, by which I might know 
that I really have lived." 

How much has your lust degraded your dig- 
nity as a man, and ranked you among irrational 
creatures, whose pleasures consist only in that 
which is sensual ? 

''I thought myself no more than an animal, 
and believed there was no diflference of species, 
but only that there was some degree of perfection 
in a man above a beast." 

Has not your character sufiered very much by 
this? , 

*' I always thought I need not care what: 



OF COUKT UTRUfiHSBS. 41 

the world said. I therefore endeavoured to please 
but a few. But now I find how valuable a name 
is that which is obtained by virtue/' 

How indifferent has this made you towards^ 
moral pleasures^ which are the most effectual 
springs to promote virtue^ and are an essential 
part of real happiness ? 

^^ In my younger years I was quite indifferent 
towards good sentiments and actions. After- ^ 
wards^ though I was perhaps pleased when I had 
done something which I thought. to be good>yet 
I never made any distinction between this nobler 
joy^ and the gratification of my lustful desires." 

How many has your voluptuousness ruined ! — r 
Your example^ and the propagation of your prin- 
ciples^ have seduced young men into profiigacy^r 
Many of them have lost their characters^ ruined 
their constitutions^ and even met their death in 
the pursuit of po'ofligate pleasures. Perhaps des- 
titute widows and orphan children, whose hus« 
bands and fathers were killed by the profligacy 
which you taught them, are now crying to the 
all-knowing God against the author of their 
misfortunes ! 

He acknowledged, in a very repentant man- 
ner, that he might be guilty of all these crimes. 
His expressions, his countenance, and his whole 
attitude seemed to beg of me not to go on any 
further. I continued : 
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' Might joa luve Mit been the flieducer of iimo-- 
csent joung women^ and might you not, on such 
occasions, have \rilfully sacrificed to ydur volup- 
toousness^ rdigkm, honour, and virtue 2 Might 
you not have ruined them in this world, by Mn* 
dering their being married,: and throwing thaa 
into contempt and poverty ? 

^^ I caniidt deny that I have been a dangerons 
seducer. 1 hare oftes deceived innocence by 
isy principles* Even women ef good sense i 
have conquered;, and more timn this, I havtf 
made theidi afterwards easy again about their 
transgressions. None among those that I at^^ 
tacked was at last able ta resist me^ if she did 
n^ aviMid tne ffmeaHj. I was sever at a bed 
how to coaq[uer ; though i must say^ I never 
proimsed atny thi^ which I did not intend to 
perfonn*. Notwithstanding I did all that laid in 
my power to^ keep those, who through my fsiult 
had been temporally rained^ from nmery and 
poverty, I amy nevertheless,^ now convinced thai 
this by n^ Kneans' can excuse me." 

Ferhs^s there are eh^ren that do not know 
you to be their father, who for want of editcatlon 
wffl become a burden to sodety, and are in dan- 
ger of being ruined in this and the futui^e woarld. 

Here he desired me to take nptm me the care 
and edueatien of a dkiild, two years: ^,<becau«r 
it was his. 
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I scarcely had made inquury^ when I heard it 
was dead. I mention this as a proof of his sin- 
ceriiy. Icontmued: 

. And H¥^tri|XMmial tieSj which according to the 
unaninKMis opinion of all nations should he sa* 
ered, I suppose you have broken* What an ir- 
reparable injury is hereby done to both parties I 
— and how much must this injustice have afflict^ 
ed the injiured party ? Remorse of conscience on 
the side of the seduced persons was or wUl ba 
the consequence thereof. Wherewith will yon 
excuse yourself^ if grief or despondency should 
be fatal to the healtii or the life of the injiued I 
Have n«t matrinwrnal happiness aad domestia 
peace been frequently disturbed by these your 
transgressions ? 

'' The ii^ured party," said he, ''had often never 
known of it^^ and in some instances he had rather 
promoted domestic peace by good advice^ whick 
he had giv^ to the female criminsd. He owned 
that he thought these excuses formerly sufficient,, 
but he did not mention them now with the same 
intent. '" 

Perhaps, said I, honest fathers are obliged to 
maintain children, which they are convinced are 
not their own. Of what confusions, enmities,, 
and law-suits may this be productive, even after 
your death, in families that might have remained 
happy, if you had left them undisturbed I In 

10 
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reply to this and another question^ he confessed 
that, 

'^ In his younger years he had indulged him- 
self in every thing his passion had driven him 
to, but as to the other question, he knew him- 
self to be innocent." — And this was the only 
accusation of our to-day's scrutiny, to which be 
{deaded not guilty. 

Now, continued I, what misery have all these 
extravagancies thrown you into ? Forget for a 
little while that you have offended God to the 
utmost, by creating so much mischief in the 
world. Reflect rather on this question only. 
How has my lustful passion rewarded me, after 
having served it so faithfully ? You have been! 
rewarded with transitory, disgusting joys, whick 
never have satisfied your desires ; with the dis- 
dain, contempt, and reproaches of all sober 
people that knew of your wicked life ; with im- 
prisonment and fetters, with a premature and 
ignominious death. Pray now, consider seri- 
ously, suppose I and every body were to live in 
this manner^ what would become of human 
society ? — He answered : 

'^ I foolishly persuaded myself that it was 
consistent with the laws of society. The great 
ones in England and France," said I to myself^ 
" lead such unrestrained lives." 

But, said I, does this unrestrained way of life 
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of the gteat in England and France i^ontribnte 
towards the happmess of either nation 7 And can 
it be believed that they^ in doing so^ are more 
happy than people of the middle sort^ that lead a 
life which is more strict and more solid ? And 
lastly, are these great ones the whole of society^ 
or are they not the smallest part of it, and if 
numbers are to be considered, the most incon* 
Biderable part ? 

During the whole time of this conversation the 
Count was very much moved, and ready to cry. 
I saw how affecting and humiliating the scene of 
his past life was to him, 

'^ How is it possible,** said he, '^that I could 
ever be so convinced of my former principles, 
and could ever forget myself so far r , 

I recommended to him to search the whole 
course of his former life more minutely, and left 
him for this purpose further written instructions. 
I gave him likjewise the two first parts of the 
three last years of the Life of Christ. The Count 
then said : 

" That he valued the morals of Christianity 
very much, and thought them truly divine ; but 
he was afraid the mysteries of religion might 
prevent his being fuUy persuaded of its truth, 
though he promised to spare no pains to become 

convinced." 

. . . - - • ■ • - ■, 

Upon this I told him, that the grace of God 
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Woidd assist hfe endeavouirs^ ted that his doubts 
would cease in time. He then started three ob- 
jections : the first, why the immortality of the 
soul was not taught in the writings of Moses ? 
the second, how Christ could be the Son of God t 
and thirdly, how three persons could be in one 
Deity? To the first 1 replied, that if it was agreed 
that in the writings of Moses ^ no mention was 
made of the immortality of the soul, it did never* 
theless by no means follow, that this doctrine 
was unknown to the Jews, or that the truth of it 
was less certain. And as for his second and third 
objections, I told him that since their refutation 
is grounded upon right explanations of Scripture 
passages, for which he was not yet prepared, I 
could only ten him this beforehand, that the words 
wherein these mysteries are terealed, must be 
cautiously explained, since they were more 
adapted to inform men of the existence of what 
is above their conception, than to express ftiHy 
the nature of the mystery. 

Tlie sixth Conference. March 12, 

I NOW conducted the Count to the second great 
source of his transgression, which, I thought, 

* The reason for this omission will be better given by any 
one who has read The Divine Legation o( Warburton. 
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was his ambitioiL You had^ said I^ too great an 
opinion of your understanding, and of the good- 
ness of your intentions, which at the bottom were 
but the means to satisfy your chief passion. He 
replied : 

^ He had been so weak as to suffer himself to 
be persuaded by a person that made too much of 
him, that his understanding was so great, that he 
could do every thing which was in the power of 
man. Helvetius, whom he had read much, had 
likewise induced him to believe this. For he 
says, that since the organization of every man 
was the same, consequently every one was capa- 
ble of doing the same thing another man could 
do. He had thought himself convinced of the 
goodness of his intentions, though he must own 
be had pursued principles which ought to be 
rejected^ and that always the chief end he had in 
view was his pleasure.*^ • 

I then put him in mind how many people he 
had made unhappy through his ambition ; how 
unjust and hard he had been to satisfy his pas- 
sion ; how obstinately he opposed those that un- 
derstood the affairs of state better than himself, 
even then, when he knew he was in the wrong. 
What dangerous and violent means he had used 
to keep himself in his dignity, and to what danger 
he had exposed the subjects of the King, particu- 
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larly the inhabitHnts of the metropolis* To thisr 
he replied : 

^* It was true^ that he for his own safety had 
made regulations which he had not thought to be 
dangerous^ since he knew instances wherein even 
the sight only of such preparations had prevented 
and quelled disturbances* But now, when he 
considered matters more coolly, he saw very well 
that he might have been the author of great mis- 
chief/' 

I desired him to consider, whether he had not 
made too free with the revenues of the state ?r- ' 
At how great an expence he had lived at last ?— ' 
What an unconstitutional power hehad arrogated 
to himself ? &c^ ^> 

, The two chief passions of the County voliiptu-: 
ousness and ambition/ being accompanied witli 
great want of reflection^ I reminded him of his 
inconsiderate treatment of religion, and how He 
had made a jest of the most serious things in the 
world, and studied perhaps to communicate his' 
opinions to others. To which he gave for an- 
swer: 

'^ He could not deny that religion had fre- 
quently been with him a subject of ridicule. But 
he had been guilty of thia kind of inconsiderate- 
ness^ mostly in the company of such persons as 
were already prejudiced against religion. He 
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never had made it his business to make prose- 
lytes> though he had made no secret of his irreli- 
gion. He acknowledged himself in all this cul- 
pable before God and his conscience/' 

After several other questions^ I asked the Count 
how he could presume to sit at the helm of go* 
vernment^ when he knew himself by no means 
qualified for it, being without knowledge of the 
laws and the language of the country, and neve^ 
giving himself the trouble to learn either. I 
charged him with having given new laws inconsi* 
derately, and abolishing old ones without reason. 
I blamed him for having discharged old and 
approved of ministers of state, and choosing new 
ones, without knowing them, and trusting in them 
without being sure of their being honest men; 
only because he thought they would prove them- 
selves to be his friends. 

When I told him that he never had cared for 
the morals of the nation, but had rather pro- 
moted immorality by bad examples, by giving 
every opportunity to do evil, and even by making 
laws tending to promote it, he said : 

*' He always believed, that it belonged only to 
the clergy to attend to the morals of the people. 
He judged of the sentiments of the nation by his 
own, and imagined that every one, like himself, 
looked upon pleasure and an unrestrained life as 
the only happiness." 

£ 
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When I represented to him, that during 
administration there was, especially in the metro^ 
polis> an entire stop to trade, he replied : 

'' He had been sensible of that, and it was do 
matter of indifference to him, for he had been 
thinking how to open new ways to promote 
trade," 

When I asked him how it was possible for him 
to see the universal discontent, and to be sensible 
of it, to be cautioned by friends and foes, and 
nevertheless to neglect all this, he answered : 

'^ He had always made himself easy by the 
hopes that this discontent would cease at last, 
and that the measures he had taken would keep 
him safe." 

Though all these reproaches were severe and 
very humiliating, the Count seemed, neverthe^ 
less, not to be offended by them. Now and then 
he would say some thmgs in his excuse,* which 
were nothing to me, because they did not relate 
to what I had in view, and of which I was not a 
judge. However, he was upon the whole full itf 
repentance, though he thought he could apolo^ 
gize fior some particular parts of his political 
conduct. 

^ He expressed his anxiety, that he thought 
biii repeirtaBce was not serious enough, or at least 
that he was more sorry on account of some tram^ 
gressions than others." 



I ial«WM6d^ thid fear of his m$si a good s%n^ 
and a proof of the sincerity of his repeirtanoe. 
I reminded him of God's merdy towards him^ 
mnce in Mb prison he had time and oppcHi;iinity 
to consider his former actions^ and to repent of 
his t^rimes. I asked what might hme become of 
him^ if an assassination had taken place^ which he 
was so often threatened with^ and which so easily 
<conM hare been put into execution ? 

Since the last conference^ the Count had read 
<ihe tw<^ first parts of the history of Christ, and I 
inquiring how he liked the mem 9 he said : 

^^ His monAs and his personal conduct are 
excellent. The first are undoubtedly the best 
advice fer men to mdke themsdves happy in vSl 
^tuatkms of life. Here and there I found some- 
thing which I did not understand, and which 
perhaps is to be explained from the manners and 
condition of those times. But I have met with 
many things that have infected me much. It 
has humbled me to find here many good things, 
which i had learned in my youth from Scripture, 
and which I afterwards believed I owed to the 
reading of other books." 

When I inquired of him, if it was likely that 
a man whose Hfe and moralsif were so exeell^if, 
and who acted so disinterestedly (*' and,"* as he 
added himself, ** who sacrificed his life to con^ 
firm the truth of what he preached") was capable 

£ 2 
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of imposing upon the world by false miracles> he 
answered : 

"No ! it is quite improbable/' 

I then told him that there are two ways to be- 
come convinced of the truth of the Christian re- 
ligion. The first and the more sure one^ was a 
constant practice of Christ's precepts. By this 
a man may be convinced by his own experience 
of the excellency of his religion. The other 
was, a candid examination whether Christ had 
proved himself to be ^ true messenger of God, 
by delivering a docttine which was worthy of 
God^ and by performing undoubted miracles. 
As to the doctrine, he had owned already that it 
was really divine ; and if the greatest of his 
miracles, his resurrection, could be proved, it 
followed in course^ that the rest of his miracles 
were true, or at least could be so. I told him it 
was necessary for him to examine the evidences 
in behalf of this miracle himself; and for this 
purpose I should give him a book which was 
written by a deist, who was induced to turn 
Christian after examining the resurrection of 
Christ. 

The Count seemed to be greatly pleased by 
this ; and I left him with sanguine hopes, after I 
had given him the third and fourth parts of the 
Life of Christ. 
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The Seventh CJanference. March 14* 

General Lieutenant Holben^ the commander of 
the castle where the Count was prisoner, told me, 
that since my last visit he had been very uneasy : 
that he frequently on a sudden started from the 
couch upon which he used to lie during the 
whole time of his imprisonment: that he had 
been sitting for half an hour together, hanging 
down his head, buried in deep thoughts, and 
sobbing had shed a great many tears. When I 
entered the prison, I found him reading Gellert^ 
and reading indeed I always found him whenever 
I came. 

*' I must be quite deprived of all my reason," 
said he, ^' if I did not own, that I should have 
lived as this book teaches me. Oh ! had I but 
read such books in the days of my prosperity, I 
am sure they would have convinced and reformed 
me/' 

His countenance expressed great concern^ 
shame, and uneasiness. And when I asked him 
how he did, he replied : 

'^ I am very uneasy since yesterday. I cannot 
seriously enough repent of having led so bad a 
life, and of having acted upon such wicked prin<* 
ciples, and used means so detrimental. My pre^ 
sent condition, and even my death, do jnot con^ 
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cem me so much as my base actions ! And it is 
quite impossilSe to make iany te^^ation tot what 
I have done to the world. — Pray, my dear friend^ 
80 not be tired, and do not leave tne."" 

Though I had the greatest compasaron towards 
him, yet I thought I had not reason enough at 
present to make him quite composed. But when 
he seeomed to be afraid his repentance migfct he 
too late, I comforted him in this respect, «nd 
l^omiaed to show mysdf his friend to tha: veijr 
last My intention by tlus ymt was to give him 
•pportunities to recollect his fora»&r Ufe, and to 
point out to him the way for a serious rapentanoe; 
b«it the uneasiness I found him in> would xiot 9l<* 
low me to act so seriously as I intended. Among 
(>ther subjects which we were talking upcm^ was 
the pain and ^def which he had caused to his 
himest parents from hk earlier days, and now in 
particular towards the latter end of his life, i 
entreated him to conuder how often he had o€^ 
fended them by his disobedience and obstinaeyi. 
and made them grieve about his open contempt 
of all religion* — ^What anxiety, continued J, miest 
you have caused to these venerable persons^ by 
those inconsiderate steps you have taken during 
j&QM residence in this metropolis l«-<-Every news 
of the too hasty increase of their son's prosperity^ 
of the means he got at it, and the use he made of 
Us power> must have struck a kind <tf de^dljr 
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terror into them I — They must have trembled 
every day on account of the danger which 
threatened their son ; and into what an unspeak- 
able grief must your sudden fall have thrown 
them ! —How dreadful must their expectation be 
on account of the issue of your affairs^ and the 
danger your soul is in! — How humiliating to 
them will be the manner of your death ! Will 
they ever be comforted, and may it not shorten 
their lives ? And who is the author of all this I 
Are not you, their son ! 

I had, for several days, had a letter of the fa-» 
f her of the unfortunate Count in my pocket, and 
I thought this moment the properest to deliver 
it. The whole letter is as follows : 

'^ I could wish that these lines, if possible, may 
reach you, that you may read and consider. The 
melancholy, grief, and anxiety of your parents^' 
on account of their sons, I am not able to ex- 
press. Our eyes swim in tears, day and night 
Our souls cry for mercy to God without ceasing. 
But I will speak no more of this. There is but 
one thing which lies heavy upon my mind, and 
that of your much afflicted mother. Yon know 
our sentiments. You know our intention when 
we educated you. You remember how often and 
how seriously we inculcated this great truth, that 
' gotUiness is profitable unto all things.' 

^^ As often as I had occasion to speak to you, 
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even then, when you were in a public character, 
I reminded you of the omnipresent God, and ex- 
horted you to be careful in preserving a good 
conscience* Your own heart will tell you, how 
far you have lived up to the exhortations of your 
father. 

"It is already a long while that your parents 
have been in great anxiety about you. Since we 
lead a retired life, and have very few acquaint- 
ance, and you yourself have written nothing 
about your circumstances, the prayers and sighs 
of our straitened hearts have ascended to God in 
secret, and in our anxiety we cried, that your soul 
might not be lost. Three different times, at 
Halle, Gedern, Altona, you were looked upon as 
a dead nian by those that stood about your sick 
bed. God has saved you and preserved your 
life : certainly, with that only intent, to prepare 
you in this time of grace for an happy eternity. 
The same is now the chief intention of your 
gracious Redeemer, in your prison. You are 
his creature, he loves you, you are redeemed by 
the blood of Jesus. God is a reconciled father. 
You are baptized in the name of the Trinity. 
He. will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
and he will not desist from doing good to you. 
Return to your God, my sop, he will not hide 
his face of grace from you. Mind the voice of 
your consciences and the conviction which the 
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Spirit of God produces in your souL Pray to 
God that he may disclose to you the true inward 
state of your soul, that you, enlightened by God, 
may see how much you are corrupted. Employ 
the solitude you are in now to search your whole 
life in the sight of the all-knowing God, that you 
may see how great and how detestable your^ins 
are. Do not flatter yourself. Be rigorous with 
yourself. Accuse yourself and judge yourself 
before the tribunal of God, whilst you are still 
enjoying this time of grace. 

'* When you shall feel your sins to be a heavy^ 
burden, your heart then will humiliate itself be- 
fore God, you will pray for mercy, and you will 
seriously detest and abhor your transgressions* 
You then will see the great importance and ne- 
cessity of the redemption of Christ. You then, 
will take refuge in him who receives sinners, 
who was made to be ' sinjbr us,' who has paid the 
debts of our sins, and suffered their punishment, 
that we might be made ^ the righteousness of God 
m him, and might have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness qf sins, according to the 
riches qf his grace* Still the blood of Christ 
speaks for you. He that is merciful still stretches 
forth bis hands. Without Jesus there is no sal- 
vation. He is the cause of it. Even for your 
sake ^ he has received gifts* You may have in 
him righteousness for your peace of mind and 
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Ibr your sahctificatioiL O that Jeam 
glorified in your heart. In him we have happi^ 
ness whilst we live> whilst we suffer, whilst we: 
die, and after death. } 

*' Your mother gives her lore to you. She 
weeps,— rshe prays with me> for our unfortunate 
sons. My son, my son, how deeply do you 
afflict us! Oh! could we hut hare this only 
comfort, that our soms turned with aU their heart 
unto the Lord, and that we with joy might fiiid 
them again in eternity before the throne of the 
Lamb! 

'^ Your crimei^ which brought you into jfmem, 
are not properly and sufficiently known to us* 
What is talked of and read in public about you, 
is of such a nature that your parents condemR 
and detest it Oh ! I wish to God you had re^ 
mained a physician. Of your rise to honours we 
were informed by the newspapers ; but it was 
no matter of joy to us ; we read it with grief. 
Oh ! that you had kept, in all your transactions, 
a clear conscience with much wisdom, piety, and 
humility, for the good of Denmark, and that you 
might have submitted, with all due subjection, to 
aH the commands of your Sovereign. We can- 
not altogether judge about this matter for want 
of information. But know, that though we lovd 
our children, we nevertheless do not approve of 
tikeir crimes, nor will we excuse or pidHate them> 
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or edltlttlB ifood; we ralfaer ki^ ail aiiia^4^ 
tei^M amierxm, an^ abhor them, and praise Gpd 
when he manifests bi9 ju^t wrath oYer the 
wicked, and ahews hia mercy to the reputing 
and the faithfn). The Lord om God be youir 
physician in your imprisonment, and cutq tho^ 
roughly the wounds of your souK 

** We your parents recommend you to the love 
of the Lord that haa mercy on yon. May Jesus, 
who is a compassionate High^priest, rem^anbar 
you for good at the right band of God> tlmt you: 
may receive mercy before the tibtrcme of grace^ 
and be pardoned unto everlasting salvation. Ye^ ^ 
Jesus! thou great friend of mankind^ who wilt ia, 
no wise cast out him that comes to thee, help ^ 
parents and diildren to life everlasting 1" (■ 

R^idfburgf March 4, 1772. 

When I told the Count that I had a letter from 
his father to him» he took it with a kind [of 
eagerness, and began to read* But he had not 
half finished it, when he laid it down, weeping 
bittedy. Looking then at me with an air of 
confidence, he said, '' It is impossible for me to 
read any further ; I will begin again by and by.'* 

My answer was, Read it by yourself^ and read 
it often. It is a letter of an honesty afflicted, 
and tender parent* Endeavour to comfort your 
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virtuous father and your pious mother, by a 
Christian-like answer. You know very well 
what alone can comfort them. 

*' Oh ! my God/* said he, in a manner which 
cannot be expressed, ^' I cannot write to them, I 
do not know how I shall act V 

You will have time, replied I, to consider 
about this. — He afterwards praised his father for 
being an honest man, whose actions agreed with 
his sentiments, and his mother for being, a 
matron, that deserved reverence and was really 
pious. He said, she had given him the best 
opportunity to learn by her own example iptBC^ 
tical Christianity. He begged of me, *' To write 
soon to his parents, to tell them the whole truths 
how I found him, and to assure them that he 
would do his best, and had the best intention, to 
die like a Christian." — He was so much affected, 
that he was scarcely able to pronounce these 
words. 

I had now given him opportunities enough 
for self-examination. His repentance was really 
sincere, and I could trust in it so much the more,' 
as he was a man of cool blood, and one who, 
through principles and practice, had obtained 
great power over his passions, and who certainly 
could not have been moved by any thing else, but 
by the serious remonstrances of his conscience. 
I reminded him of that hope, which he formerly 
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had entertained, that God would shew him mercy 
on account of his philosophical repentance. I 
desired him to tell me whether he thought this 
still ; to he true ? He hardly knew what to 
answer, but at last, he said : *' I feel it too much, 
that I hare no grounds for such a hope. I am 
no more inclined to deceive myself." 

I now wanted to make him acquainted with 
the proofs of Christianity ; for which purpose, I 
had brought him West's Observations on the 
History and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. I de- 
sired him to read this with attention. And if he 
should find, that there was the greatest credibi- 
lity in the history of the resiurrection of Christ, 
he then should ask his reason, whether he had 
no obligation to believe him, that was risen, to 
be a messenger of God to men, and his doctrine 
to be true and divine ? 

The Eighth Conference. March 16. 

My first question was : Is it probable that sins 
should be punished in a future world which 
were committed wilfully, which were often re- 
peated, and which were terrible on account of 
their consequences ? 

He answered, " That if one looked upon it 
with mere reason, it should seem probable that 
the uneasiness of conscience and the natural 
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leonsequeiioes of itiais, were sufficient fiir theii: 
|>uni8hment." 

Mfitoy r^ftsons being produced on my aide, 
otid among the rest, that many went out of this 
wiMrld without any remorse of conscience at ali ; 
die Count gave hi» objectioa up. And wfate I, 
at the concluskm of those arguments wMdi are 
in favour of rewards and punishuients^ proposed 
the queaticm: Why even a sinner who disap*- 
pfoves of all region, is at least then afraid, 
when be sees certain death before his eyes ? 

The Count said : ''It might perhaps be noi- 
4hiAg eke bat that natural &ar of deaih whieb 
ife eommon to ali'' But he found afterwaatls 
tiiis ^objection removed by his own experience ; 
lilkr he owned he was now less afraid on account 
of his death than of his sins. However, he be- 
lieved he should have died with very little fear, 
•even if we had not become acquainted, and he 
had not read those books I brought him. 

When I endeavoured to prove that mere re- 
pentance is not sufficient to satisfy divine justkse 
respecting our crimes^ and asked what he would 
tinidc 6f a judge who should pardon every critni- 
«al when he shewed signs of a serious repent- 
ance ; he answered, '' He shoukl tliink him to be 
n good man though a weak one, who was neither 
Jirst nor wise, and unit to be a judge/' 

Upon this, I undertook to convince him that 
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ikiere i^pentance^ ox wparation of damages, or 
reformation of life, were insufficient to expiate 
our sins before God: I coududed, that these 
three mentioned means, which reason reoomt- 
laends for obtaining pardon, are insuffident. 

I afterwards told die Count, that though he 
could not repair the damages he had done, be^ 
cause he was so near eternity, he nevertheless 
could still do something which resemUed, ia 
some respects^ a reparation : and this was^ that 
he should endeavour to effiice those bad[ impres*- 
sions he had made upon the minds of the people, 
by shewing himself now quite a different man in 
his conversation and his whole behaviour. The 
Count assured me^ ^ that he himself already had 
thought this to be his duty. He had spoken to 
an officer about the moral doctrines of Chris? 
ttanity^ and exhorted him to obey them strictly. 
But he had not spoken like a fully-convinced 
Christian, for he was none yet, and he thought 
he had no right to play the hypocrite/' He ad- 
ded, ^' that he heartily wished he could only eon^ 
tribote something towards the reformation of 
those of his friends, whose morals and sentiments 
he had corrupted by his example and by hig 
eoAversation/' 

When I had proved that faith in Christ was 
the only way fbr reconciliation^ I inquired^ of 
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him how he had found the evidences of Chrisfg 
resurrection. 

^' You know," answered the Count, ^^ that for 
fibme days past my mind has been very uneasy 
and my body sick. I confess both have hindered 
me from reading that part of the book with suf- 
ficient attention, which examines and compares 
the circumstances of the resurrection of Christ« 
However I have found in the latter part the fol* 
lowing arguments, which have made a great im* 
pression upon my understanding. The disciples 
.of Christ were not credulous, but were with dif- 
ficulty convinced of the resurrection of Christ 
by the. unanimous testimony of all their senses^ 
The Jews never examined the affair judicially^ 
though they had the best opportunity for it, and 
it was their interest to shew it was fictitious.. 
I likewise look upon the propagation of Chris- 
tianity as another argmnent of the truth of 
Christ's resurrection ; for if it had not been cer-* 
tain that Christ had risen, Christianity could not 
have spread so quick and so far as it has done.: 
The doctrine of Mohammed is in regard to itot 
propagation not to be compared with Chris-i 
tianity. However, I could wish to know, whe- 
ther any testimonies for Christ's resurrection are. 
to be met with in heathen authors," 

I told him, that Suetonius, Tacitus, Plinius,: 
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and Josephus made mention of Christy though 
there was a dispute about the passage of the 
latter being genuine. 

" I cannot deny," said the Count, '' thai 
'Christ's resurrection seems to be probable ; but 
it appears to me a little odd, that he, after his re- 
surrection, did not shew himself to his enemies/' 

This objection I endeavoured to remove, by 
shewing that such a testimony would have been 
of no use, and would never have convinced the 
Jews, on account of their obstinacy. 

The Count being exhorted to pray, he assured 
ine that he already frequently prayed. And 
when he repeated his complaint that his repent- 
iance, on account of some actions, and in relation 
to some persons, was greater than on account of 
others, I told him, that this was very natural ; 
that he always would find himself more concerned 
on account of the misfortunes he had brought 
upon his friends, his parents, his brothers, and 
Count Brandt. 

After some silence he said : *' I do not know 
whether error and passion might not carry me 
away a second time, in case I should ienter the 
world again. But such as I find myself now, I 
detest my extravagancies, even those which gave 
me pleasure ; and I believe that in case I had an 
opportunity of indulging myself again, I should 
not commit them." 
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When I exhorted him not to commit any 
wrong action which he might in his present cii^ 
cumstance be capable of doings and desired faini 
to be upon his guMd against telling any untruth 
before his judges, or apologizii^ for himself 
when he had no ground for it^ or c<mcealing 
what was true, he answered : 

^' I know that by sincere confession^ I gain 
in the ppinioi;i of honest men. I am convinced 
that all ikiy future happiness^ which I now hope 
to obtain, would be lost if I should attempt t6 
conceal the truth. I even believe^ according to 
the morals of Christy that a lie, though told with 
a good intent of promoting Christianity and 
virtue^ would be culpable. You therefore m$^y 
depend upon my telling without reserve every 
thing I shall think myself guilty of/' 

When I took my leave of him, he said : '' I 
see how much you are concerned about my sal- 
vation ; that you love me, and as a sincere friend 
want to promote my real good. I look upon 
you as my only true friend in the world. When 
shall I see you again ? I am longing for you 
when you are not here !*' — I replied, 

The day after to-morrow you will certainly 
see me again; but the nearer the time draw^ 
that shall decide your fate, tibe more frequently 
I shall visit you, and stay longer with you. 
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He smiled and said: ^' I hope you will not fall 
sick." 

I gave him to-Asi^ * Bonnets phUosopkical 
Esuiminati&tt of the Arguments of Christianity^ 



The Ninth Conference. March 18. 

I NOW recommeaded Scripture to the Count. 
The New Testament^ said I, gives the most per- 
fect information^ and the Old Testament agrees 
with the New-, particularly in that chief point of 
man's redemption. I pointed out and explained 
several passages of the prophets which corre- 
spond with the Evangelists, and drew the infer- 
ence, that even this must prepossess us greatly 
in favour of the truth of the Gospel history. The 
Count replied : 

'' If one had a mind to entertain a suspicion, 
one might say Christ had formed himself after 
the character of the Messias, as it was drawn by 
the prophets, to act the part of this great Per- 
sonage." 

I answered: If he had had a mind to do 
this^^he would have acted his part in conformity 

, * Ifpdf on : iiie Sfiasonabkjuss fff CknUifmt'^ and the >wo 
chapters in his Essay on the Human Uoderstandiqg, on Faith 
and Enthusiasm, are peculiarly happy in bringing the soundest 
philosophy to the aid of the Gospel. • 

f2 
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with the prejudices of the Jews^ and appeared in 
the character of a worldly hero. 

" To be sure (was his answer) he then would 
have employed quite different means. It is im« 
possible for an impostor to act thoroughly the 
part of an honest man. Besides^ there are pro- 
phecies, which, in regard of their being fulfilled, 
did not depend entirely - upon Christ. For in- 
stance : the casting lots over his garments, and 
his being crucified. One as well as the other 
depended on accidental circumstances. If the 
Romans had not been at that time masters of 
Jerusalem, he might not have been crucified, 
but rather been stoned to death." 

We examined hereupon those Scripture pas- 
sages which treat of the redemption of mankind 
by Christ. I endeavoured to prove that this re- 
demption, as it is taught in Scripture, does not 
contradict any of God's attributes, but is in all 
respects adapted and suitable to the condition of 
men. — This being done, after it had taken up 
muchof our time, I entreated thfe Count most ear- 
nestly to convince himself of this chief doctrine 
of Christianity, that there is no salvation without 
Christ, and to adopt it for his own everlasting 
welfare. He said, '' he should raise no difficul- 
ties, but should do as much as h^ coipid to become 
convinced of a doctrine which must be of so 
great importance to him. He had no other 
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hopes bat from this quarter only^ and why 
^^hould he therefore not be desirous of partaking 
thereof?" 

I found him at once greaUy moved again. 
He. complained with teais in his eyes — ''that 
his old idea of a total annihilation of our whole 
existence after deaths would return now and then 
and make him uneasy." 

I told him it was very difficult to eradicate old 
ideas we were formerly so much pleased with : 
But I hoped he would always get the better of 
them^ if he kept those aerguments in view which 
he had found convincing in those books he had 
read upon this subject 

He then asked me : '^ If I never had enter- 
tained any doubts about eternity ?" No ! was 
my answer ; I always found it suitable to my 
wishes. I got early acquainted with its proofs. 
. Upon the Count's complaining that he still 
was afraid his repentance might not be sincere, 
enough ; I advised him to do just such actions 
as were opposite to his former vices, and to seize 
every opportunity which was left for him of 
doing good. I said I would propose something 
to him. The proposal was, that since he was 
Very sorry for having many of his former friends 
ptepossessed against religjon by communicating 
to th^m his principles, he should renounce these 
principles publicly. He should give an account 
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to the world of the sentiments in which he 
intended to die^ and of the manner they took 
place. 

" This is what I shall do/' repKed he; -^ I 
wiU consid» in what manner I toold draw this 
up to make it most uisiefuL" — ^Lastly, he wished 
^ that he might have a lively sensation of &0 
comfort of religion :" He said, *^ he prayed 
heartily to God for it." I told him, God wonld 
grant him his wishes, and that it wonld follow hi 
eourse the more he hecame convinced of the truth 
of the Christian religion, and of the sincerity of 
the alteration in his sentiments. 

He answered : '' I hope to become convinced. 
I formerly thought that whoever embraced Chris* 
tianity was to renounce all reason ; but I now 
see plainly, that nothing stands more to reas(m 
than Christianity ; and I promise you, that I win 
do my utmost to make my sentiments conform- 
able to the will of God." 

I then continued : Your mind will grow easy, 
and you will feel the comforts of the Gospd. 
But, nevertheless, you may feel anxiety and fear 
towards the latter end of your life, and upon the 
way to the scufToM. I tell you this before^hand, 
lest you may think religion . could not comfort 
us when we are to die. Natural fear of death, 
the terrifying circumstances your's will be at- 
tended with, and your being conscious that you 
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by your crimes brraght yourself to it, will iM>t 
be altogether removed. But by the assistance 
of r^ligioh^ you will have a calm and hopeful 
prospect into eternity* . . 

He had now finished Bonnet's book which i 
had left with him^ and dedared it had given hini 
great satisfaction. And since Rousseau h4d been 
his favourite author, and I feared his objections 
against Christ's miracles might appear to him of 
consequence/I gave him Claperede on the Mira^ 
cles of the Gospel^, to let him see how weak 
Rousseau's objections are against facts. 



The Tenth Cofirference. March 20. 

My intention in this conference was to convince 
the Count that reason could make no objections 
of any consequence against the doctrine of the 
redemption of the world by Christ. 

'^ I myself," said the Count, '' have been 
thinking already on this subject. Perhaps God 
will try our intentions towards his precepts^ by 
demanding our faith in favour of this doctrine of 

* Our language is rich in defences of Scrip^re miracles, ( 
Canipbell, Adams, Bcattie, may each be read with satisfactioiii^ 
especially the latter. Powell's Uh and 7th Sermons are shor| 
and acute, and contain the marrow of the question. 
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redemption. And if this should be the case^ it 
is a sufficient reason for us to believe if 

Hereupon I proved that the doctrine of re- 
demption glorifies the divine perfections^ and is 
absolutely necessary to human happiness. At * 
the conclusion of my arguments X entreated the 
Count to profess himself a Christian by believing 
in Christ. Cease^ said I^ good County to be an 
unhappy man. Believe in Jesus/ and your sins 
will be forgiven you. Your death will open you 
the door into a blessed eternity. 

Here ensued a scene which was moving to me 
beyond description. Never felt I such joy. 
Never have I been so sure of the happiness of 
having brought back a sinner from his errors ! I 
shall never forget this solemn and joyful hour^ 
and never cease to praise God for it. 

*' I should be guilty of the greatest folly/* 
said the Count, *' if I would not embrace Chris- 
tianity with joy, when its arguments are so over- 
balancing, and when it breathes such general 
benevolence. Its effects upon my heart are too 
strong. Oftentimes I cannot help crying when 
I read the history of Christ I think already 
with hope on my death. I have acquainted my- 
self with its most terrifying circumstances. I 
do not know h(^w I shall be when the awful hour 
comes. At present I am not uneasy about it ; I 



. OF pOUNX STRUENSiBB*, 79 

find nothing that makes me anxiously wish for 
this life. I. will confidently expect forgiveness, 
of my sins through Christ. And to you, my 
dear friend, I am infinitely obliged that you 
have brought me so far. '^ 

I embraced him, and exhorted him to thank 
God for it. We prayed together. 

I would now have left him, but he begged of 
me to stay half an hour longer, which I did. 

He complained that his former idea, that there 
perhaps was no eternity, now and then returned 
to him (and in fact it did not leave him entirely 
until a few days before his death). He said, 
with a kind of indignation and grief: '^ Some- 
times I think again ; suppose my former idea 
was true, that we have no existence after death I 
But I comfort myself by reflecting, that I abhor 
the idea ; and that I am sensible it would be ar 
very unhappy prospect if all my wishes and ex- 
pectations of futurity should be vain. I tremble 
when this melancholy thought disturbs me, and 
I arm myself against it by recollecting the 
various convincing proofs which are alleged in 
favour of Christianity as well as of a future state. 
I am now fully determined to follow the same 
rule in my new principles which I had laid down 
in regard to my former ones. For my intention 
was, to think on the approach of death in the 
following manner: I have examined my idea that 
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eVevy thing ceaises with this Ufe^ aiiil I hme fbuAd 
it to he true. Theriefote, if I l^hould die^ notfaibg 
shall make me think otherwise $ and I will die 
with a confidence^ that^ in case I should he wrObg^ 
God is a benevolent being who wiU fcMrgive my 
error. A But I see now that my former notions of 
God's mercy are unworthy of the S^upreme Being. 
1 have now examined Christianity with greater 
exactness than I ever did my did system^ and by 

this examination I am convinced of its truthA I 

.i — ^.. ..•..-•■ •-.-•. 

fiierefore will remain firm. Neither my old sys-^ 
tem, nor new doubts^ shall henceforth stagger 
me.'* 

He then^ after some questions about the in- 
spired writers, told me, that he now was fre- 
quently reading the Bible since I had given him 
dhe. tie said, " he should like to know what 
teasons there were to believe the sacred books 
were really written by those authors to whom 
they are ascribed*" 

For this very purpose I had brought with me 
D. Less's * book on the Truth of the Christian 

. * The Truth of the Christian Religion, by D. Less, Professot 
jnd Doetor of Divinity at Gottingen. Bremenf 1768. Svo. T. 
There is no book in which this is shewn in a more clear or 
convincing manner than in Paley^s Evidences — ^a book which 
should, on every account, be placed in die hands of the con- 
vert. Jortin's Six Discourses on the Truth of the Christian 
Religion could not fail of making a deep impression upon a 



Hdyigiom . I desif ed him tareitd it, and he would 
find sufficient h«rtorical prooft toJI^eiieire thai 
the .^Mioks of the New Ttaisaa^mt yfete xeaUy tiie 
w^tibgsvof thosfe Svaiigelists and Apoities to 
whom they were attributed* 

He tdd me aftear thia^ljutt he frequently prSJ^ed 
to God td eiilightciii and coa&rm him in truths 
He added, ^' I am sure God will hear my prayers 
and bless my endeavonrs." 

The Eleventh Coriference. March 21. 

I FOUND him reading D. Loss's book on the 
Truth of the Christian Religion, and he said : 
*' It was something remarkable that there were 
so very few evidences in the first century of the 
authenticity of the books of the New Testament.'* 
To which I replied, that it was owing partly to 
the books of the New Testament having been 
written either about the middle, or towards the 
end of the first century, and that for this very 

cultivatie^ mind. Dr. Clarke's Evidences, when they come t6 
die subjects of Christianity itself, lose much of their previous 
dryness, and may be read by any man, but more espedally by 
d scholar, with great satisfaction. Bishop Gibson's Pastoral 
Letters are happy in uniting practical morality with evidence 
and argument. Their style, however, is perhaps too didactic 
to suit every reader. But in this, as in all other points, the 
spiritual adviser must use his own discretion. 
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reason but very few copies could be taken ; 
partly that l^ere were but few writers of the first 
century that had any opportunity of mentioning 
any thing concerning the authenticity of the 
writings of the Apostles. / 

The Count said further : '' That from tiie short 
mention made in this book of the chief deistical 
writings^ he found that the objections against 
revelation were but very trifling, and that he was 
ashamed of having suffered himself to be imposed 
upon by such insignificant objections. He never 
imagined that Christianity was founded upon 
sucjh strong arguments, and that they would so 
convince him." — He then spoke much in praise 
of those books he had read during his imprison- 
ment; particularly of Gellert's Lectures on Mo- 
rality. He wished that those who had been 
seduced by him from virtue might read them.* 
He said, he had in this respect Count Brandt 
particularly in view, and added : *' I hear that he 
still is very gay, but I imagine it would make a 
^eat impression upon his mind if he was told 
how my sentiments are altered. Though he has 
not been more virtuous than I have, yet he al- 
ways had a better opinion of religion than I had. 
Would you be so kind as to go to him, and tell 
him how you find me, and beg him to be now at 
least a little more serious ? Or would you rather 
write to him ?'* 
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I answered^ th^re are difficulties both ways^r 
which may be avoided if ydu will charge the cler* 
gyman who attends Count Brandt with this me»^ 
sage. Are you ready and inclined to do this f 

*' Yes/' said he, '* bring the Dean Hee to me, I 
will beg this favour of him in your presence. I 
am not ashamed to confess what I am so well con- 
vinced of. I wish I had an opportunity to de^ 
clare it to all my former acquaintance." 

Here he told the truth, for hitherto he had 
said nothing to the officers who guarded him ; 
but now he began to entertain them frequently 
with religious conversations. He said : ^' That 
he had been recommending religion and a virtu- 
ous life to an officer, and his answer was : He 
had nothing to say against religion ; but to obey 
its precepts in regard to sensual pleasures and 
lust, seemed to him impracticable. He then, by 
quoting his own example, shewed him how neces- 
sary he himself had formerly thought these things 
to be, and how unhappy they had made him. He 
had intreated him to read Gellert often, who 
would convince him how useful it was to conquer 
even our favourite sins." 

He added : " What a difference is there be- 
tween tliat virtue which Christianity demands, 
and that which the world calls an honest life ? If 
mere worldly people, that think in the same man- 
ner as Ihave done formerly, should judge of my 
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9etioii8 accoidtng, to their system pf moralkj^ I 
believe diejr would: tiri^c iiiem to he honest 
enough, as I did formerly myscilL'' 

You must even noHT, said I^ take great care not 
to thmk too welLoCsomeofyonr actions; to which 
he replied: 

^M know very well thit respecting all my 
actions, which I thought to arise, fijom good Iot 
tentions, ambition and voluptuousness, had aa 
gpreat a share in tfaem« as my love towards that 
which is giHid* I count them nothing before God 
and my conscience. When in my former situa- 
tion, I fanded that I acted well, and des^ving of 
praise, I thought like the Pharisee in the Gospel.'^ 
' From this time 1 observed in the Count, a cer- 
tain calmness, and serenity of mind, whicb^eeni^ 
to^arise fixmi the hopes that God for Christ's 
sakQ would pardon himu This situatlPn^f. bis 
mind had been particularly visible . to ,his judges^ 
in his last examination. They had not seen him 
since the time I had. visited him, and could there- 
fme better observe the alteiation than I, who had. 
conversed with hint mo oftea during tbis^time* 
One of them told me, that, he hadbebarad oa 
his ^examination extremely well, and hadappealed 
once,, with ^ visiUe joy, to that blessed etendtj^ 
he hoped to enter, into* He., had j>een among: 
thentaa among his friends^a^ndhad ^lked.abont: 
Ids al^drs as one whe jspeaks mahout indif&rent 
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things. His conduct had been very moving to 
themalL 

But since it appeared to me as if he expected 
still a certain particular s^isation of his hei^ 
pardoned before God» I endeavoured to set hi»i 
to rights in this point. I told hiin> that with 
regard to these sensations^ the matter was very, 
uncertain. I would not absolutely deny theiir 
existence, but I found no Scripture proofs that 
they were either necessary or to be expected as 
certain consequences of repentance and &ith. 
The best and most certain conviction of our 
being pardoned before God was, to be conscious 
that we repent of our sins sincerely, that we 
acknowledge Christ to be our Redeemer, that we 
perceive our progress in godliness, and that we 
most earnestly endeavour to conform our senti* 
ments and our actions to the will of God. Who^ 
ever thinks other sensations to be necessary, is in 
danger of being carried away by enthusiasm. 

He then answered me : ^^ That he never couldl 
bear enthusiasm in religion, and that this was 
one great reason that had made him averse from 
Christianity." He said, '^ He remembered still 
that once in that public school \ where he had 
received his instruction in religion, some huiH 
dreds of young people were at once given out to 

* Th^ Orphan-house at Halle. 
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b6 iUominated and converted^ though he him- 
self was sure^ that some of them, with whom he 
was nearly acquainted^ were veiry immoral and 
wicked* Many strange things had heen trans- 
acted by these converted boys ; so that he and 
others that were not among the number, could 
not help being greatly scandalized on account of 
religion/* ' 

I promised to bring him Spalding^s book on the 
Value of the inward Feelings in Christianity, that 
he might inform himself more on this point 

The Twelfth Cor^erence. March 24. 

D. Mee, whom I had told of the Count's desire 
to speak to him, came to-day with me. The 
Count was not ashamed to confess the mistakes 
of his understanding and his heart. He told the 
Dean minutely, how he had first quitted virtue 
and afterwards abandoned religion, and in what 
manner he had recovered from his errors. He 
expressed his fear that his friend Count Brandt, 
through his natural vivacity, might be hindered 
from considering seriously on relijgion and the 
condition he was now in. But Count Brandt 
having always believed more of religion than he 
himself, and shown this even in his conversatioui 
he hoped it would not only be agreeable to him 
to hear that he himself was now better informed 
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and convinced^ but that it would even make a 
happy impression upon his mind. Fohnerly he 
woidd not hearken to Count Brandt^ when Jie 
wanted to speak to him about religion^ but that 
he now thought it his duty to let him know his 
present sentiments. He looked upon himself so 
much more obliged to do so, since he was acces* 
sary to his misfortunes. 

The Count afterwards continued his conver- 
sation thus. ^^ I have been reading the book of 
D. Less^ particularly that part which treats on 
the miracles^ reported to have been wrought at 
iAie tomb of the Abb6 de Paris *. I wonder why 
this affair/ that has made so much noise at Paris^ 
is not by command properly inquired into. I re- 
membe/myself. »hL LL physician at Alton., 
that I was cafled upon to examine the state of a 
person that was subject to convulsions^ by which 
means I saw the unexpected and wonderful effects 
which an extravagant fancy can produce. Such 
things as the pretended miracles of the Abb6 de 
Paris^ should not raise any doubts against ' the 
miracles of the Gospel. But I have other doubts, 
which appear to me of greater weight. How- 
ever, I am resolved to think on them no more, 
for it is enough for me, after a calm examination, 

* This particular difficulty is admirably cleared up in tk« 
Criterion of Bp. Douglas* 

G 
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to hare fimnd the arguments for Christianity 
unexceptionable. Would to God I Imd time to 
make myself further acquainted with iU> and to 
put it into practice." 

He complained that this mornings when he 
was reading the Gosp^ of St Matthew, many 
blasphemies against Christ and the Virgin Mary 
came into his mind again, which he had formerly 
read in some deisticat book. ^ Now," said he, 
^' I despise such things, though formeriy perhapa 
they might have raised scurrilous thoughts, and 
hindered my progress towards truth." 

I brought him Spalding's book on the Value 
of Inward Feelings in Christianity *^ I told him, 
that I hoped the reading of it wcMild make reli- 
gion appear to him in a still more amiable light, 
when he found, how much it was adapted to the 
nature of the soul, and stood not in need oC in- 
comprehensibilities, of eflSects without a ca«ise^ 
of apparitions, concerning which it renn^ias al- 
ways matter of doubt,, whether they are be- 
coming the wisdom of God. He answered : 

* ThougliUi on the Value of inward Feelioga in Cludstianilgr- 
By John Joachim Spalding, Dean of Berlin. Leipsic. 1764. 
Second edit. T. 

8ee an JBssaj upon this subject pubNshed some yearr since 
by Dr. D'Oyly, the present Rector of Lambeth, entitled the 
** Do^vM n^Asmram^.** In (hit ahoM pHblmlioi^ all iff said 
on the subject that can be desired. 
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k to t^ima tiei^. TK« idiore sound aM idlid 
Mftson Cialld it im&et extidiiiiatibn, the m«yre iati^ 
it prdm b:^ it. If thodd tftihgd which nrr^n h^^ 
Msted into taigk)*, 1te*e left 6tit in iht: ptil'pdf 
and dogifMitical iri&Mgir, alm^ all the -^eiepott^ 
df thd D^tS W&HU 'beeoiat Bhinted. I tem^- 
hef^ety ^eB ho^ nriich inany, perhaps weH m- 
t^mdieA ^tn^nsj which I h^±[i at Hdle, haV<; 
c«)£i^Miie!d lAf lii^belief. It wift^ ffoo* pkin to m^> 
tlljfili thd^« if^^s ivUeh wer^ told me there tovii: 
ism htf tr«lhi# i^evealed hf God, thotrgh i£ 1v*r 
dOUfid^Wiy a«9i*r§ed ffiat they ivere." 

tn^ Th^^eMJt ^onfe¥eftee. Ma^ck 25. 

I COULD stay but a siiotll titiie with the GouiMr 
the feHowin^. is th^ moist remorkahle part of <yur 
conversatioiif : 

'' The Count n^tit^dneai ^iS6 tfbj^liom 
agtemst Chri^i^nity^ Which lie'h^ tUd^ in Bm^ 
Idaigef^ antiifuitS detmU^y that fJBtt W^ the d^ifk! 
olFallreligion among the aMcientg^. AH'cialafisftilfir 
which* cotdd befkl meii'^afi edithquakedi^ ftrdi^vi*^ 
itedatiensy war, &e. they ns;ed to took upon^ m 
pmrishmidnts from theilr godn, though' iSii^yarofi^ 
fi^oto netanrall educes ; and to appease tUe^ Wf afthf 
of thdr deities they became to^ think of re%i9b. 

g2 
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He at that time believed Boulanger to have 
proved his assertions very clearly from history." 

I told him that Boulanger was a writer of no 
credit, authority, or knowledge, either in anti- 
quity, history or languages. He was a fool and 
a charlatan. A man who told untruths, contra- 
dicted himself, &c. like another author who 
wrote the Evangile dujour, where he in one 
place proves that there was no Moses, because 
an ancient writer, Sanchoniathan, did not make 
mention of him, though he lived in the neigh- 
bourhood where the history was transacted in 
which Moses was concerned. And in another 
place, in order to make Moses a writer of later 
date, it is asserted that Sanchoniathan lived long 
before him. To which the Count replied : 
" That Voltaire was dangerous and captivating 
merely from his wit and humour." 

When I was leaving the Count, he expressed 
his desire to inform in person Count Brandt of 
his present sentiments about religion, and to tell 
him of his reformation. He said, '' He should 
do this in the court of justice, if they should 
happen to be both confronted ; but he doubted 
that this would not be the case, since their con* 
fessions agreed together. Therefore he should 
beg leave to visit him, and to tell him the same 
before witnesses. If I were to tell it him myself, 
it would make a greater impression upon him ; 
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and his condition grieves me so niuch^ that I 
would willingly contribute all that is in my 
power towards his reformation." 

The Fourteenth Conference. March 26. 

'* I WISH," said he, when I came in, '^ to have 
done with those affairs I have now upon my 
hands ; for they hinder the regular continuation 
of our conferences, and keep me from reading: 
However, I hope to finish them soon. I know 
I want all my time for weightier concerns of my 
soul. Nevertheless I have finished D. Less, and 
I owe much to this book. It has brought my 
certainty to a higher degree, on account of the 
credibility of the miracles, and I can prove now 
the truth of the Christian religion from miracles; 
The book is written with great solidity. The 
Germans begin to excel in this kind of writing." 

I told him, we had another excellent original 
of this sort, D. Nosselt's Defence of the Christian 
Religion; which he, if time would permit it, 
might read with great advantage. 

We then talked of some prophecies, which 
concerned not Christ in particular, but whole 
nations, how feir they were fulfilled. 

The calmness and serenity of the Count's 
mind increased now so much, that it appeared to 
me rather a little suspicious. I therefore thought 

11 
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it fiBpesf^sffY to remind hipa, nol t« lie Mmed 
%way l)y a tpo quipkly pn>duQed composure of 
mind, and not to fp^-get, siqo^ h$ JmA bope» of 
being pardoned before God, what he had been 
before his conversion : els# hi^ former q^^^ess- 
ness might gain power over him again, and ob- 
^tfUQt hi» epdeavourf of confor^iing Mm^Vi to 
tfhe will qf God, wWcl| ijaight cause hw ^ gr^at 
d«al pf uneasiness toward* the latter day? qf b¥f 

" I assure you/' >v^ his ^ffswer^ '' that J b*V* 
IJ9t for one mqment judged mys^f ip^ylg^Btly, 
^4 that hitherto I have nqt c?a^ tq Tf P^Rt pf 
j(ay former life seriously. I aqi r^t^iqr cq^vJl^^is^t 
th^at ^veu jn eternity, happy *» it mgl(t turn put 

4ud detestation. 

On anplpher occasion, hQ ^jik^d wli^t ipf^ght be 
the reason that physicians w^r^ sq e^Uiy p^ejuj 
4i?e^ 9^awi?t religion ? 

I ]kwow, said l> that tlie religion qf phy w?iW9 
ift cqiQQiouly looked upo^ as suspiciousi ; hut J 
think without reasqu. You yourself wms^t k%q¥F 
9iany great physiciw& that aye, withqut cqi^tra- 
d^c^qn^ professed Qbristi^^ns. Bq^ifh^v^ S^W^9 
Junker, Hofm^pn^ Werlhqf, weye^ ^l\ ChristiwSt 
ypu are akcquaint?d with Mean's writings in 
fsixqur of rgligiou. HWler h^^s Vut lately pwl^* 
li>hed 9 bqqJls in behalf of Christianity, wl?ic^ 
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I should give you to read if it was to be had 
here i^eady. Our Berger, what a professed, 
pioas confessor of religion is he ! 

^' Zimmerman* likewise^ " added he, '^ is a 
Christian. And you must not^ upon the whole, 
think that I brought this thought upon thfe 
i^rpet as a thing of any teal consequence. It lb 
of as little signification as the opinion I hav^ 
heard maintained, that Michaelis and Semlet 
were Deists." 

If they really were such, replied I> they hardly 
would give themselves M much trouble in pro^ 
moting Christicmity as they really do. This nd 
doubt is an accusation of intolerant Christians, 
which is sufficiently reftited by the service which 
these men are of to religion. 

The Fifteenth Conference. March 27. 

The Count having shewed a desire to know 
something more about prophecies, and their 
being fulfilled, I brought him, for this purpose, 
Newton's Dissertations on Prophecies. Among 
many things he said : 

• Dr. Zimmerman is physician in ordinary to hi« Britannio 
Majesty at Hanover. Sortie of his writings are lately trans- 
lated into English, particularly his Essay on National Pride, and 
liis Treatise an the Dysentery* T. 
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^ I; find now of how great importance that 
moral rule is, to avoid the .first sin. If we do 
not do this, hut allow ourselves to delight in 
thinking of irregular desires, without opposing 
the first emotion of them, it is firequenUjr: after- 
wards not more in our power to act well and vir- 
tuously. I know this by my own experience. It 
«eemed to me by far too severe, when Christ 
says. Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her, has committed adultery with her already 
in his heart. The looking on a woman, thought 
I, even with a desire.to lust after her, can be no 
crime if it goes no further. But the ruminating 
upon means how to satisfy our desires, follow in 
course. Whenever I saw means to gain my 
ends, I fancied it very hard if I should not make 
use of them. I did use them, I satisfied my lust, 
and committed a whole series of sins, which I 
might have escaped, if I had avoided the first sin,y 
the taking delight in the wicked desire, and 
studiously entertaining it. I then endeavoured 
to apologize for my crimes. I cannot help it, 
said I, that my natural disposition and temper is 
so much for voluptuousness ; it therefore cannot 
be imputed to me as a crime if I live according 
to this my disposition. I was confirmed in this 
by that overbearing severity of those who taught 
me morals in my youth. They never told me 
that Christ did not forbid innocent things, and 
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that his morals did hot deny us harmless joyb 
Every thing I had an indination for was told me 
to he sin^ without distinction. To wear ruffles, 
to powder the hair^ were declared to he equally 
impious with oiber extravagancies which were 
openly sinful. I now concluded, that since it 
was impossible that the first-mentibned things 
could be sins, and I found they could not be well 
avoided in the world, it perhaps might be the 
same case with the others i they might also he 
innocent things, and hot to be avoided. I know 
I was in the wrong ; but I was young, my pas- 
sions raged, and my leaders should have had more 
understanding.*' 

He added : '^ In the same manner much hanh 
is done by those teachers of Christianity who 
require always a blind obedience, and do not lay 
proofs before their hearers of that authority upon 
which they shall build their belief in adoptihg 
these truths. — He said it was necessary that a 
teacher should prove the Bible to be a divine 
revelation ; and that whoever would take only 
proper time, and was not against the trouble of 
meditating, ^ could never examine Christianity 
without being convinced of its truth, i JEvery 
thing is naturally and well connected, and re- 
commends itself to a mind given to relSection, 
I never found in deistical writings a system so* 
well connected; and, upon the whole, I am in-^ 
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dioed tolidieve that there is no such tfaiiig as a 
Mgolar system o£ infidditjr." 

He continued : ^ No objection can be made 
to Christianity, because it promises rewards to 
its true professonu Lore of God, without any 
relation to oursehres, is but a mere idea. I am 
sensible that I could not continue for a long 
while to love a ^friend, who shewed himself 
always cold towaxda me* And the Supreme 
Being cannot be displeased with a love that 
regards, at the same time, its own interest: for 
God can reap no advantage from our inclination 
towards him, but only we oursdves. And why 
should we not look out for rewards and accept of 
them, when God himself has offered and promised 
themr 

^ My great delight in sensual pleasures per- 
suaded me dways that as there was nothing of 
this kind among the joys of heaven, they would 
have no charms for me."* 

• 

The Sixteenth Conference. March 28. 

^ I HAvx now finished,** said the Count, '' the 
Acts of the Apostles, and by this means am in^ 
formed of the wonderful foundation of the Church 
of Christ It is very visible that a higher hand 
promoted this work. For otherwise, how could 
all this have been done in so short a time, by 
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9up1i persona m tbQ Af^^^ w«r9, sod in tpitt 
of 8ucb w 99po9M^ &<w aU Pi4«i ? One tiling 
imikev r«wfe4 my matrm, l ibimd that Pftul 

90fl P^teif Qni^ did not q^to agrtie. But ^nrlum 
on th« ol;b(«i? «id9 I pere^iyed bow nuch thajr 
agreed w tbe glHsf pmot of Christ's reaurrectioni 
Qf r^p^ntanQQ wd jCBtith^ tbia matter no longet 
p^«?led iwye. They ww9 men, and thereforfl 
mg\kt he m^^tfiken in their private opinion?.^ 

'' Now aad then/^ mid he, ^^ I cfwinot help 
thinking on my situation before my fall. This 
morning I asked myself, whether it would not 
have been better for me, if I could have kept 
myself in my high atation, and enjoy^ my usual 
pleasuresi ? But whe» I h»d hwu qQusidearipg for 
a few minutes, I found that I now am by fiir 
more happy than I was jn my greatest outward 
prosperity. J have frequently told my fmni 
Count Brandt that I wa3 by «o means happy, 
when he believed me in many respeets better off 
than himsielf. You eanuot think what an infinite 
number of thingis always took up my- time. 
Whatever happened abroad made me uneasy. 
J was Qbhged to think of means for my own 
safety^ and to fore€^ myself to conceal my unea^ 
§ine&a both from myself aud others. The day I 
spent in dis^reeable QQQupations and tedious 
dis8ip^ti(»«f, and p^irt of the night in reading 
state papers^ and in writing. Was it possible 
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• 

for me to be happy in such a situation ? Now I 
ami more serene and more easy. I occupy my^ 
self with religion^ which interests me much, and 
which is my only comfort I have an hopeful" 
prospect in eternity, and my death does not dis- 
quiet me much, and not very often. How I may 
be affected at a more trying crisis, I do not 
know, but I am convinced of my being now 
happy and composed, and that I am not desirous 
of returning into my former situation.'' 

The Seventeenth Conference. March 30. 

*' The more,'' said the Count, " I learn Christi- 
anity from Scripture, the more I grow convinced 
how unjust those objections are which it is 
charged with. I find, for instance, that all which 
Voltaire says of the intolerance of the Christians, 
and of blood-shedding caused by Christianity, is 
a very unjust charge laid upon religion. It is 
easily to be seen, that those cruelties, said to be 
caused by religion, if properly considered, were 
the production of human passions, selfishness 
and ambition, and that religion served in such 
cases only for a cloak. To be convinced of thisy 
one may read only the history of the cruel trans- 
actions of the Spaniards in America." 

Having finished reading Newton on Prophe- 
cies, he made some remarks upon this argument 
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]» favour of the truth of the Christian religion, 
and then concluded: '^ My affairs of this world 
are now finished^ a few conferences with ipy ad* 
Tocate, and a few letters, which I intend to write, 
excepted." 

I then told him, that we now could regularly 
carry on our conferences, and said, '' Let us now 
conscientiously employ the rest of our time in 
promoting the great business of your salvation/' 
He replied : 

^* This certainly I shall do with all possible 
earnestness. Thank God ! I am fully donvinced 
of the truth of the Christian religion, and I feel 
its power in quieting my conscience and reform- 
ing my sentiments. . I hope God will forgive me 
those doubts which, perhaps, might start in my 
mind, and those slight emotions of my former 
passions, by which I was ruled, and which even 
now sometimes will disturb me. I find no plea- 
sure in them, and endeavour to suppress them 
immediately. I am ready to convince you by 
any fact you may demand of me to show how 
ready I am to sacrifice my former affections. 
Never should I have done so before I was en- 
lightened by religion. 1 do not know whether 
this is sufficient reason for you to be satisfied 
with me. Try me in what manner you shall think 
proper : and if you are satisfied with me, do not 
mind if others should judge otherwise, according 
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to th^ir opifdcm, and sly you had attenrpted to 
Inriog me over by reasonitig^ I Aeksowledg^ it 
with gratitude before 6od> tbat you took thi» 
mdthod* Id i^ other mann^ you lArouId h»r^ 
prevailed upoiLme. I should have opiH)Bed with 
obntinacy. Perhaps somd iiopresistioli mig^ harve 
been made upon me, but a solid aad lasting eon* 
viction never would hskve beeD bifought about. 
Besides, God cannot be displeased^ since retigioi^ 
is so reasonable^ that men are gained over by! 
reason. Chri£^ hkxsiself tettd so^ and PmI ac- 
drnnmodated himself at Athens^ iind before FeUar 
smct A^ripp% to the way of thkiking of thosi^ he 
had ia deal with. I hope the mamiei' in whick 
I came to aHier my sentiitaepts^ in regwd to reli<<- 
gion add virtue will raise the aitenttonr of tibos^ 
that think as I formerly did. The Deists will 
never trust the conversion of their brethren, 
wUch is brou^t about in the latter days of theiv 
life; They say^ they are tdken by sur|)rifle 
liMongh the deckmsition of a» clergy mant-^they 
have lost thdr reason— they tee stupid or frftntie 
by Idid violence oS their iHness^^ihe fear of debthr. 
made tfaenr ignorant of what thdy did. ^ But w)^ 
siace^ Fearae to leam< Christianity in the* msasisi&s 
I didt mohoiy sdiail say so. I Imve examined thtf 
C9uristiaii religion during a^ good state of healbV 
audi witb all the reason I am mustier o£ I tried 
eirery avgniaent^ I tAt no feM, I h&w tftkoii vsfy 

12 
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own time, and I have not been in haste. The 
chief business which I, for the sake of my own 
mind's ease^ have still to transact is» to search 
whether I find those signs within me^ which are 
required, if upon a good foundaiioii I believe my- 
self to be pardoned before God." 

I gave him a letter of his pious mother, whiek 
he took with an air of tenderness and tranquillity. 
He said '' he should read it when alone/^ 

He added : '' I never felt my love to my 
parents so great as now. I never was so fi[tll]p 
convinced of their good intentions towards me« 
And my good mother ! (here a flood oi teaDi 
broke forth) She always has loved me with a^kind 
of preference." 

The following ia the letter : 

" Rendsburg. March 17^ 177^ 

'' Instead of entertaining you with our nuituai 
grief and ]>ain, I rather find myself under a necesK 
sity to acquaint you with those prevalent feel- 
ifigs of my heart, on account of that condition 
you are in at present. Many days and yean the 
subject of my prayen^ to> God has been,, that he 
might save your immdrtal soul ftouL evcriasting: 
rain. I have,^ therefiure^ now sacrificed my d'c^ 
sires, which msAe me, as a mother, wish for l3w 
happiness of my dhBdren, not onlty (tf 'tiieif soufav 
but likewise erf* their hoiy. WUse mercy of God 
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cannot otherwise reach the welfare of your soul, 
but by means that are hard and painful to the 
outward man^ I have submitted with an humble 
and composed mind to the most holy and most 
pe*fect will of the Lord, who had mercy upon us 
from everlasting. But never could I expect that 
doleful situation you are in now. My maternal 
heart is thereby crushed to pieces, and as it were 
immured alive* God is my refuge. My sole 
comfort under so hard sufferings will be the sal- 
vation of your soul. I shall praise the Almighty 
with tears of joy when I hear he, as the friend of 
sinful men, has still thoughts of peace over you, 
and that he with thorns has shut up the way 
which could lead you to everlasting ruin. I do 
not doubt but the Spirit of God has convinced 
your mind already, that your Redeemer would 
not have you lost for ever, since you are his pro- 
perty. Give but farther attention to that work 
of grace which the Holy Spirit is doing within 
your soul, for the sake of your conviction. He 
will reveal to you more than the tongues of men 
can make you acquainted with. Think you have 
to do with nobody but God and yourself ; re- 
QioVe, therefore, all your thoughts from thinga 
of this world. If the Spirit of God shall have 
only first glorified Christ within you ; if you have 
been brought so far as to apply to yourself his 
&dly sufficient redemption ; you then will * count 
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mttthingjf but hssfot the excellency of the know^ 
ledge o/" Christ Jems your Lord : you then will 
count it but dung, that you may win Christ.* Your 
eternal and immortal mind will enjoy already 
here more ease, comfort, and joy, than ever the 
world, with all its splendour and pleasure caa 
afford us. It has pleased God to convince my 
soul of this from my youth. ( There is no happier 
state in the world than to be a true Christian, 
both in good and evil ^ays.) How much would 
it have pleased me, if all my children had like- 
wise let this blessed conviction be produced 
within them by the Spirit of God from their 
youth. But I have found, that this is only a 
work of God, and not of men. Now, my dear 
son, what may have been not properly conducted 
or. neglected by men, let us be truly sorry for, 
and beg God's forgiveness. But do not despair 
of God's mercy, which he has so clearly revealed 
in Christ our Redeemer. Let us not lessen 
God's intentions, but give a faithful assent to 
those true assertions of Scripture : ' God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.' But all these 
doctrines are such, that mere human reason can 
neither clear them up sufficiently nor convince 
us thereof You must beg for the assistance of 
the Holy Ghost : for it is he that reveals unto us^ 

H 
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hy his Vford, Christ and the great work of hii^ 
redemption^ in a salutary manner. If you will 
only set about an examination of the chief doc- 
trines of our holy religion^ with candid and sin* 
cere intentions, and earnest prayer to God for 
the enlightening of your understandings. you will 
find breaking forth a light in your soul^ which is 
more than one merely natural^ and which will 
serve you for better insight and greater confir-^ 
mation of these doctrines* I write this after the 
small share of knowledge which the grace of God 
has granted me. My faith has^ notwithstanding 
all my verbal knowledge of the revealed truth, 
been obliged to work through the most specious 
objections. But praised be the Lord and his 
Spirit^ who has strengthened my &ith by his 
word, and by my own inward experience of its 
truth, that even the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it, as long as I keep close to the 
Omnipotent God, and rid not myself of him. 
And this is my anchor in these my highest suf-^ 
ferings, else the waves of my distresses would 
soon set adrift the vessel of my faith. I wish 
and beg to God, that he may grant you this sup* 
port of your faith. Jesus Christ is, and remains 
for ever, the true (Sorner-stone upon which the 
structure of our salvation is to be begun and to 
be finished. Frt>m your infitncy you shqwed a 
character of midd that was sincere and without 
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disguise. Let this natural good dispositioii of 
yours be sanctified by the Holy Spirit^ that you 
may turn to your God with all sincerity. For 
God prospers the honest. ' Blessed is the man 
in whose spirit there is no guile* Learn how 
deeply you are corrupted^ and come then as a 
cursed sinner to him who was made a curse for 
us« Your &ther and I will both cry to God and 
implore his mercy for you. I remain your hear* 
tily afflicted mother/' &c. 

D. Hee came to-day again to see the Count, 
and to tell him that Count Brandt greatly re* 
joiced to hear of his conversion. That he found 
his only comfort in religion^ that he never lost aH 
sense of it^ and that he from his heart forgave 
him all that he had done to draw him into his 
misfortunes. Count Strnensee gave his answer 
very €iffectingly^ and D. Hee took his leave. 

The Eighteenth Coffer enee. March 3 1 • 

My readers will remember that the Count had 
already adopted the doctrine of Christ's redemp- 
tion^ and was therefore a Christian. He was 
iriow ready to acknowledge the other mysteries 
of reKgion^ which are connected with this doc- 
trine, to be divine* I thought it nevertheless 
aecessary to show him how reasonable and use- 

h2 
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ful they were, that by this his belief might be the 
better grounded, and that no doubts on account 
of those mysteries might * make him uneasy. I 
made, therefore, first the following general ob^ 
serrations on the subject. 

If it has pleased God, said I, to reveal himself 
to men through Christ, his intention was, either 
to restore natural religion among men, which 
was nearly lost, and to lay before them, with the 
highest authority, those truths which were dis- 
persed in thousands of human writings ; or to 
i^eveal to them doctrines which were unknown to 
mere reason, though very necessary to be known 
for the happiness of men. Perhaps God had both 
these intentions. 

The first of them was certainly very beneficent 
towards mankind, and particularly worthy of 
God. The knowledge of natural religion was 
only to be met with among the Jews, and per- 
haps a few heathen philosophers. The end of 
revelation, therefore, was to restore this salutary 
knowledge, and to adapt it to the capacity of all 
men. But this was not the whole of the inten- 
tion ; for if Jesus was to teach only natural reli- 
gion, the preparations which God made to pro- 
cure credit for his messenger among men would 
seem to be too great. The doctrines which Christ 
preached in this respect were of such a nature 
that mere human reason, as soon as it got ac- 
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quainted with thern^ must find them clear and 
true. Therefore, if this had been all, it was mi- 
necessary to confirm the doctrine by means of so 
many miracles, particularly Christ's resurrectiouj, 
and the inspiration of his Apostles. 

It appears irom this, that it was the intention 
of God that Christ should reveal unto us doc** 
trines which were unknown to reason, at the 
same time that he was to teach us natural reli* 
gion ; and since he has done both, it is a proof 
that both were the objects of his coming. Mi* 
racles became now necessary to serve him for 
credentials of being a messenger of God, and to 
convince men that those new revealed doctrines 
which Christ preached, and were above human 
reason, came firom God. You see from this, 
that a religion, whose author performed mira- 
cles, must, according to its intention, contain 
mysteries. 

Besides, the great and mysterious doctrines of 
the Christian religion are of such a nature, that 
they inform us more fully of God and his will, 
and how a sinful man can be saved. In both 
respects it teaches us more than reason does. 
For instance, reason tells us the unity of God, 
and revelation adds, that Three Persons are in 
one Deity. Reason looks out in vain for a suffix 
cient means of reconciliation with God ; revela- 
tion teaches wherein tliis means consists. Is. it 
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therefore to be wondered tt, that this reveiatiofl) 
when it speaks of the infinite and incomprehen^ 
sible God and his decrees which were wiknown 
to reason, should open unto us such prospects 
which our eyes could not otherwise fully discem^ 
or which is the same, that it should teach mys- 
teries, and require our &ath to believe themt 
Whoever therefore declines adopting the Chris* 
tian religion, shews hhnself unacquainted with 
its intention ai^ its objects* He does not do 
that justice to religion, which he does to othet 
sciences. For though they contain more myB« 
teries than religion ever did, he nevertheless 
does not object to th^n. You yourself, said I^ 
have met with thousands of incomprehensibilities 
in physic and chemistry, but 1 suppose you never 
thought them for this reason altogether dreams 
and deception. — He owned it was trua 

I continued : If God was to reveal unto us 
mysteries unknown to reason, and which con- 
cerned himself and his will, he must do this by 
signs which we could understuid, imd these must 
be words. But in the language of men there 
were no words which could exactly convey that 
idea God was to communicate to us; for we 
cannot have words in any language to express an 
idea we know nothing of. God was therefore to 
make use of such words as conveyed that idea^ 
which he wanted to reveal unto us, as nearly as 
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possible ; but nevertheless these words must al- 
ways remain imperfect. He cannot apply them 
in their full significa^tion, and with all the ideas 
anne^ced to them^ to those mysteries^ which God 
has made known to us. They are to be taken 
only in their primitive and universal significa- 
tion, and every thing imperfect is to be separated 
from them. 

I ex{^ined this to the Count by some exam- 
ples, which he thought cleared up the matter 
very much. I said : There are certain ideas an- 
nexed to that relation which subsists between 
father and son. The father must have been be- 
fore the son; he must have attained a certain 
age before he begot the son ; he must have been 
connected with a person of the other sex. Now 
if any body was to apply these ideas to the 
Scripture expression, *^ Christ is the Son of God,v* 
he would not only mistake the matter, but even 
find many contradictions. Suppose an inhabitant 
of Iceland was to explain to an Indian the freez- 
ing up of the sea, he would find no word in the 
language of an Indian to express this phenome- 
non. Nevertheless he is to speak to the Indian 
in his own language ; he therefore is obliged to 
make use of improper words and images. He 
could, for instance, say. In my country the sea, 
by the influence of the air, changes, at certain 
jseason5> into stone. Now the Indian is right, if 
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he thinks^ that the sea in Iceland is sometimes as 
hard and solid as stone : but he would be in great 
danger of representing the matter to himself quite 
falsely, if he was to apply the rest of the proper- 
ties of a stone and its uses to the ideas of ice : If 
he should think that houses were built of ice, 
and served like some stones for fuel to cook vic- 
tuals with. 

I now desired the Count to keep these general 
observations concerning the mysteries of religion 
always before his eyes, since I was about pro- 
posing them to him singly, to explain their scrip- 
tural sense, to shew that they did not contradict 
reason, and that they were beneficial to mankind. 

The first mystery connected with the doctrine 
of redemption is this — " Christ is the Son of God.** 
The chief passages of Scripture in which this doc- 
trine is mentioned, are. Matt. iii. 17. Mark ix. 7. 
John iii. 16. This last passage, where Christ 
emphatically is called the " only begotten Son,*' 
shews that he is the Son of God in a far more 
eminent sense than men, and particularly the 
pious, who are called children of God. 

Now if God calls Christ his Son, what shall 
we think of this ? Christ has his essence of God, 
like as a son of his father, yet not in the manner 
that this expression conveys to us, which carries 
imperfections with it, but in an eminent manner 
which we cannot explain. Christ has the same 
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essence which the Father has^ and is therefore 
perfectly equal with him^ tiebr. i. 3. Christ the 
first-bom and only begotten Son of God is enti- 
tled to every perfection of the Father, he is 
united with him in perfect love, as an only son 
is with his father. You see from this that the 
Father has represented to us that relation which 
subsists between him and Christ under the image 
of a father and a son, because in the whole 
human nature no picture is to be found which 
expresses the most intimate union more exactly 
and more perfectly than this. — Do you find now 
in this representation any thing contradictory ? 

^' No/' said the Count, '^ here is no contradic- 
tion, the whole mystery lies in the inexplicable 
manner, by which Christ has his essence from 
God the Father/* 

I added: Reason, therefore, cannot pretend 
Xq object any thing to this proposition ; Christ is 
the Son of God ; it rather is under an obligation 
to believe it without contradiction, out of reve- 
rence for the testimony and authority of him 
who has revealed it unto us. 

I now made the remark, that all the mysteries 
of the Christian religion are beneficial to man- 
kind, and that it was to our own real advantage 
to believe theuL In this respect it is very bene- 
ficial to us that Christ is the Son of God. Hence 
the 3on of God is our friend, our benefSsictor, 
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our Satiour, our iat^rcessor. I8 there any thing 
good which he has promised ub, that he should 
not have it in hi$ power to give it ? Every thing 
good^ hoth in heaven and upon earth, is his a|3 
well aa his Fathei^s. God will certainly hear 
his only begotten Son when he intercedes for u& 
Are we to doubt that he that '^ spared not Jm own 
JSon, but delivered him up Jor us all, shall not with 
iim idso freely give us aU things ¥' 

Dear friend, this Son of God is your Redeemer. 
You acknowledge him to be such. Judge now 
what grace and mercy you may expect of him, 
if you firmly and confidently trust in his redemp- 
tion : if you spare no pains to think and act, 
4uring the remainder of your life, like him, Go4i 
Jl trust, will not punish you in eternity, but be 
reconciled unto you through his own Son. He 
will not deny you life everlasting when Christ 
powerfully intercedes for you. Praised be God, 
who has enabled you to entertain such a glorious 
hope, as no power, no splendour, no lust of this 
world, and not your own reason itself could pro- 
cure you. May he preserve you in this hope 
until your death, for Christ's sake ! . 

The Count was very much moved, and pro- 
mised to read what J had written on the subject 
of to-day, and which I left him for his further 
perusaL He had likewise those sheets before 
him, which I had given him upon former sul^ec^ 
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to read them over again, to see how all these 
doctrines stood connected. He said : 

^ He remembered that we had agreed once^ 
that mere reason coold not have found ont the 
doctrine of redemption ; but he found that many 
heathen nations had attempted to rfeooncile the 
Deity, by means of sacrifices.** 

I answered : Conscience teaches man to recon* 
cile God fdr sins committed ; but that sacrifices 
were thought to serve for this purpose, was per- 
haps founded in the Jewish dispensation. Eved 
mere reason might have invented sacrifices, be- 
cause they were a proof that we rather would 
part with our property than entertdn the 
thought of being under Grod's displeasure. But 
that God would give his own Son for n sacri^ 
fioe, was a manner of reconciliation which we 
agreed that reason itself could never have found 
out. After this the Count said : 

** One of my former objections comes into my 
mind again, which is : Why God could choose so 
despicable a people as the Jews were, for his per 
culiar one T 

When I had answered, that it was because 
they were descendants of Abraham the friend 
of God, of whom they had received the true 
natural religion, and that they formerly were 
not a despicable nation, though now they arfe 
thought to be so, he added : 
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^' It is true, we cannot prove from their being 
so despicable at present, that they have been al- 
ways so. Besides, the despicableness of a nation 
is entirely a relative notion. An Englishman 
despises a Frenchman, and a Frenchman thinks 
his nation the most respectable one under the 
sun.'' 



The Nineteenth Conference. April 1 . 

The Count being told that, since he believed the 
doctrine of redemption, he could not but believe 
the other mysteries, because they were founded 
upon the same authority ; he answered : 

'' I shall make no difficulties about that ; if 
the one be true, the other must be so likewise. 
You have hitherto satisfied my reason, and I do 
not doubt but you will be able to do it further. ** 

I continued : If Christ is the only begotten 
Son of God, and has of God his divine Essence, 
he must be the true God. The New Testament 
and Christ himself teaches this. It appears like- 
wise from John v. 18. that the Jews understood 
him veiy well, for they sought the more to kill 
Jiim, not only because he had broken the Sab* 
bath, but said, that God was his father, *' making 
Mmself equal with God!* Christ confirmed what 
he had said, by what follows, particularly ver, 
21, 22, 23. Let us mind the following three 
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treasons : '' The Son quickeneth whom he will— * 
all judgment is committed unto the Son — aU 
men should honour the Son^ even as they honour 
the Father.'' 

St. Paul treats likewise^ Heh. i. of the divinity 
of Christ. He calls him the '^ Son of God, hy 
whom the worlds are made ; the brightness of 
God's glory, and the express image of his person.'* 
He applies an expression of Psal. xlv. 7. where 
God is addressed, to Christ, and calls him abso* 
lutely God. 

When I had read and explained to the County 
the two passages of John v. and Heb. i. he said : 
'\ It is undeniable, that it was the intention of 
Jesus and of Paul to tell the Jews that the Son 
is God." 

Having more fully proposed and proved this 
doctrine of Christ's Divinity, the Count, at the 
conclusion of the whole, said : 

'* I cannot describe to you, how much my 
reason is satisfied on account of these mysteries 
of religion*. The more we think upon them, the 
more of divine wisdom we discover in them. We 
must only avoid asking every where : Why ? — 
We must rest satisfied with the authority of their 
author. Even in hiiman sciences this modesty 
is requisite : else we never should come to any 
certainty. Most common things may employ 
our researches for all our life tune, before we 
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diseover the first cause. Erery why f would draw 
innumerable questions of the same nature after 
it, though our reason is not calculated to go in 
infinitvmr 

The Count had now finished the history of 
Christ's sufferings, and had found the miracles 
that happened at the death of Christ very re-^ 
taiarkable« He asked : 

'^ If any other historians, besides the Evan* 
gelists, made any mention of them X* 

He was told that Phlegon and Terttdlian 
inade mention of this famous eclipse. Upon 
this the Count said : 

^He had spoken yesterday with somebody; 
.who would not allow these events to be real 
micacles, because they could be fully accounted 
for by mere natural causes; but that he had 
told him, it was nevertheless remarkable, that 
these events should have happened at the time 
when Christ died, and even at the hour of his 
death. It seemed as if God, even by this very 
drcumstance» would raise people^s attention to 
the death of Jesus.** 

I told him, he might have added, that this 
edipse happened on the day before Easter, when 
«t the time of the full moon, this event could 
not take place in the natural way. 

The father of the Count had desired me in a 
letter, which I had lately received, to assure^ his 

U 
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son of the contimiation of his h>ye and his prayen( 
for him before God. I communicated to hitt 
the letter* He would fain have answered some^ 
things but his grief of heart prevented it* 
When I left him half an hour after: ''He* 
begged me^ with tears in his eyes^ to write to hSm 
parentSj and to tell them that he certainly hdped 
to afford them the only comfort they wished 
for, which was> to find them again befwe the 
throne of God, amongst those that have received 
mercy." 

/ . • 

The Twentieth Conference. April Z. 

The chief subject of this Conference was 
the doctrine of the Trinity, as it is taught 
in the Christian Church. This doctrine being 
stated to him in the most simple manner, he 
said : 

"^ It appeared to him so as to excite his vene* 
ration. But as he was now a convinced Cbris^ 
tian, as to the theoretical parts of Christ's reli* 
gion^ he wished only to be the same, as to the 
practical parts of it." 

I gave him joy of having now adopted the 
religion of Jesus with all his heart. If you now 
lose your life, you will find infinite compensation 
in eternity.— He answered : 

'' Certainly I shall lose nothing. The loss 
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would have been irreparable^ if I had re^ 
mained in my former situation. For in all pro- 
bability I should never have become a Christian. 
But I know now for certain, that if it was pos- 
* sible for me to live any longer in this world, I 
should never quit religion again. I have been 
oftentimes obstinate in my opinions, and here I 
should be so for good reasons." 

He being told in what manner he might shew 
and convince himself of being a practical Chris- 
tian ; he said : 

'' I am ready to do any thing demanded in this 
respect It gives me pleasure to find myself 
willing for this. I look upon it as a good sign. 
Formerly I should not have been so. I would 
not have sacrificed my vicious inclinations. I 
shall consider in what manner I may give you 
and myself convincing proofs of the sincerity of 
my present sentiments. You frequently have 
drept a hint, as if you thought I had still too 
great an opinion of my administration of public 
affairs* I have taken my own time to go into 
the detail of it ; I have searched the very 
springs, and I will not conceal before you the 
result of my inquiries. Believe me then, that 
I had no intention of doing mischief. Volup-* 
tuousnes^ and vanity were the springs of all that 
I did. The great opinion I had of my abilities, 
and which was supported by others, made me 

13 
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resolve at my first coming into Denmark^ to act 
i great part I cannot say I ever imagined it 
would be such as I have since acted. But 
you know, opportunities and circumstances lead 
us sometimes farther than we thought of in the 
beginning. One step follows the other. Even 
from this you may condude> that I abm>lutely 
must find the whole chain of my enterprizes 
reproachful before God and my own conscience. 
—But at the same time, I am conscious, that I 
was no enemy to what the great world called 
virtue and honesty. I do not tell you this in 
my own praise. I know this is not owing to 
my endeavours, but rather a consequence of my 
natural way of thinking, and every man has a 
certain general love of virtue. That I missed 
my intention, was my own fault. I was look- 
ing out for what is good, but I did not find it, 
for I took not reason and religion, but passion 
for my guide.'* 

He had now finished Spalding's book on the 
value of the inward feelings of Christianity. He 
returned me thanks for having given it to him, 
and added: 

*' My ideas of that reformation in man, 
which is to be brought about .by conversion, 
are greatly rectified by this book. I own with 
joy, I find Christianity more amiable the more I 
get acquainted with it. I never knew it before* 
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I believed it contradicted reason and the nature 
of man^ whose religion it was designed to be. I 
thought it an artfully contrived and ambiguous 
doctrine^ fiiU of incomprehensibilities. When- 
ever I formerly thought on religion in some 
serious moments, 1 had always an idea in my 
mind how it ought to be, which w», it should 
be simple and accommodated to the abilities of 
men in every condition. I now find Christianity 
to be exactly so ; it answers entirely that idea, 
which I had formed of true religion. Had I 
but formerly known it was such, I should not 
have delayed turning Christian till this time of 
jtny imprisonment. But I had the misfortune to 
be prejudiced against religion, first through my 
own passions, but afterwards likewise through 
so many human inventions, foisted into it, of 
which I could see plainly that they had no foun* 
dation, though they were styled essential parts of 
Christianity- I was ofiended when God was 
always represented to me as an angry, jealous 
Judge,' who is much pleased when he has an 
opportunity of shewing his revenge, though I 
knew he was love itself; and am now convinced, 
that though he must punish, yet he takes no 
kind of delight in it, and is rather for par- 
doning. From my infancy, 1 have known 
but few Christians that had not scandalized 
me by their enthusiasm and wickedness, which 
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they wanted to hide under the doak of piety. 
I knew indeed that not all Christians wer6 
such^ or talked such an afifected language; 
hut I was too volatile to enquire of better 
Christians after the true spirit of religion. 
Frequently I heard sermons in my youths but 
they made no impression upon me. That with- 
out Christ there was no salvation^ was the only 
truth which served for a subject in all sermons^ 
and this was repeated over and over again in 
synonymous expressions. But it was never set 
in its true light, and never properly proved. I 
saw people cry at Church, but after their teai« 
were dried up^, I found them in their actions not 
in the least better, but rather allowing them- 
selves licence in every transgression, upon the 
privilege of being faithful believers. Lastly, I 
could not comprehend those inward feelings 
which many Christians pretend to have. It ap- 
peared to me unnatural and miraculous. Never- 
theless, it has made me uneasy during our ac- 
quaintance, that I have found nothing of these 
inward feelings : and I believe you have ob- 
served my uneasiness. I found my real sorrow 
for my sins not adequate to those expressions, 
which I had heard frequently in my youth, and 
which had terrified me so much. I endeavoured 
to heighten my grief to such a degree : but I 

I 2^ 
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9aw:on the other side/ that this forcing myself, 
by means of imagination, was not that grief I 
sought for, or what might have pleased Grod. 
Spidding's book has satisfied me on this account. 
I am now sure that the chief point is a con- 
fidence in God through Christ, and a true 
reformation of mind from what is bad to what 
is good. I myself can find out and be sensible, 
whether I have this confidence, and I myself 
am able to judge, whether such a reformation 
has taken place within my mind." 

*•• The Twenty-first Conference. April 4. 

I REPEATED to the Couut all WO had done to- 
gether hitherto, and surveyed with him afresh 
the whole way that brought him to where he 
now was. After which he said : 

'' That his present ease of mind was quite a 
different thing, from what he believed he had 
formerly. Now he found himself really com- 
posed, whereas he formerly only forced himself 
to appear to be so. Perhaps he might have 
been able to die with an outside appearance of 
firmness, but he believed he should then have 
found himself quite different, from what he hoped 
to find himself now in the hour of death." 

The formal impeachment of the Count was to 
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come on in a few days, and he was summoned ta 
appear in person to hear it, and to produce what 
he might have to say in his defence. 

This he told me, and asked my advice, whe- ^ 
ther he should let his affairs have their own way, 
or whether he should make the hest defence he 
could? 

I told him, Christianity never forbad him to use 
all lawful means to save himself. 

*' Among the crimes," said he, '* that will be 
laid to my charge, there is one incapable of any 
apology or mitigation. I see, therefore, that the 
probability of saving my life is by far inferior to 
that of suffering death. And besides, I see no- 
thing pleasing before me, even if I should save 
my life. Imprisonment for life would be insup- 
portable to me. However, I cannot deny that I 
shiver when I think on the hour of death under 
such circumstances ! Consider, if you please, 
what you would advise me to." 

I do not see any hopes for you, said I . Govern- 
ment has ordered you a Counsel. He knows the 
laws better than I do, and therefore can tell you 
best what you have to hope and what not. Your 
judges are conscientious men, and well versed in 
the law. 

'' I am convinced of that,** said he ; *' they 
treated me like honest people." 

Being advised not to flatter himself with vain 
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ko^es of {Saving his lifii, he gave me his hand^ and 
l^romiaed that h^ would guatd against it. 

" I believe," said he, '* God will not be dis^ 
pleased that I feel the instinct of preserving my 
Ufe, which he himself has implanted. I hope, at 
the same time, that if I am to die, even then I 
shall be supported by a prospect (at least) of not 
being^ worsfe off in eternity than I am now.-*-And 
do you think I should do wrong if I^ at my ap-^ 
pi^oaching painful and ignominious death, call 
to my assistance all the natural and even acquired 
foHitude which I am possessed of?'' 

I told him it would not be wrong if he did^ 
but without any views of vanity. I hoped, how- 
ever, religion would afford a much better and a 
much sut^ comfort, and prove a support ade- 
quate to his sufferings. 

He read at present the Epistles of Paul to the 
Corinthians ; and said, he observed in St Paul a 
great genius, much WBsdom, and true philosophy. 
He was palrticularly pleased with his decision of 
the disputed question : Whether it was right to 
eat what was sacrificed to the idols ? He said, it 
did honour to his prudence *. 

* Lyttelton on the Apostleship of St. Paul would hexe have 
been of much advantage to Struensee. It not only places the 
character and ministry of the Apostle himself in a new and 
splendid lights but it bears an aj^Ucation to the other Apostle^ 
imd naarlyra, and indeed to all the first Christians. 

13 
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I now gave him Spalding's Sermons to read^ 
which he took with great readiness, heing very 
partial to the author. 



The Twenty-second Convference. April 6. 

To show the Count how far his reformation and 
his intentions of doing good were sincere, and 
how far his hopes of having received God's mercy 
were well grounded, I laid the following ques^ 
tions for self-examination before him, and took 
his answers down in writing, that I might con- 
sider them by myself when alone, and tell him 
afterwards my opinion how far I found them 
agreeing with the sense of the Gospel. The 
following are the principal questions and his 
answers : 

Are you heartily sorry that you have offended 
God by those voluptuous thoughts and actions of 
► which you find yourself guilty ? 

" I look upon it as one of my greatest crimes, 
and know that it has led me further and further 
from that truth which I might have found in the 
knowledge of religion, and I consider it as the 
principal source of all my crimes and vices." 

Do you think on these transgressions with de- 
testation which gave you, according to your for- 
mer sentiments, the greatest pleasure ? 
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'. *' I think not only with indifference on all those 
sensual pleasures^ but I even hate them, since I 
find how opposite and detrimental they are to real 
happinesiS." 

Do you believe, that if you had for the future 
any more opportunities to commit these sins, 
you would avoid them out of obedience to God ? 
■;: ^M am sure I should not be able to avoid them 
for any other reason. Therefore, since I begin 
to taste the happiness of virtue, and am sure that 
I cannot acquire it but by a true fear of God and 
the desire of acting according to his will, I am 
determined never to lose sight of this. I shall 
endeavour to rectify all my principles and actions 
by the e£Bicacious assistance of these means, 
which I am become acquainted with through the 
knowledge of God and his revelation." . 

Are you truly sorry because you have offended 
God by leading on to immorality, and by making 
unhappy, through your inclination for sensual 
pleasures, not only particular persons, but num- 
bers and numbers ? 

. " I am extremely sorry that I have rendered 
unhappy some persons by my principles, incon- 
siderateness, and inclination for sensual plea- 
sures, not only by hindering their temporal wel- 
fare, but likewise by corrupting their moral 
character. At the same time I repent very much 
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that I have set so bad an example, and thereby 
spoiled the good morals of others. I reproach 
myself on account of those persons whom I have 
actually seduced." 

^ Do you detest those transgressions to which 
your ambition has instigated you? the false 
principles upon which you founded your ambi- 
tion^ and the unlawful means you have used to 
satisfy it ? 

'' The first moral principles, according to 
which I acted, were against God's precepts, and 
were founded upon a system of honour which I 
myself had formed, and where the principal view 
was always to gratify my own desires and self- 
interestedness. According to my present con- 
viction, I cannot but think the whole chain of 
my actions, in regard to honour, reproachful, 
even then, when I could justify or excuse them 
before the world." 

Are you sorry that the happiness of so many 
people, besides that of your friends, who suffer 
with you now, has been made a sacrifice to 
your ambition, during the time of your exalted 
station? 

*' I own I cannot excuse before God my having 
thought too slightly of other people's happiness. 
I abused the maxim that a single member of 
society might suffer for the benefit of the whole. 
God has recommended to us the love of our 
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neighbour as the chief of virtues^ which require^ 
that every one shall promote the temporal 
wel&re of single persons as much as lies in 
his power^ at least he shaU not destroy it. All 
my political reasons, which then determined me 
to act so^ will not excuse me or quiet my con* 
science. And as for the misfortunes of my 
fiiends, I feel them so much the more, since my 
natural tenderness on this point disposes me 
ahready for it" 

Do you repent of that presumption with which 
you placed yourself at the helm of administration, 
gave laws, and trifled with the happiness of the 
nation ? 

^ I find myself guilty of this in my conscience. 
If even I could derive some excuses from the 
circumstances I was in, and which drew me in 
further than I thought in the beginning ; I am 
nevertheless always to be blamed, for not making 
a stronger opposition, and not taking my motives 
for doing it from religion, where I might have 
found them." 

Are you fully determined to profess Christianity 
until your end, and will you ever act according 
to its precepts ? 

^ I now glory as much in Christianity and in 
acknowledging my former errors, as I then did in 
treating it with contempt. My resolution, which 
is founded upon conviction, gives me the surest 



bo^e thut I, in bll circaiiiBtances, shall keep to it, 
and observe its precepts until my encL" 

Are you conscious that you bear no hatred 
against those whcmi you think your enemies, nor 
against those who have promoted your present 
misfortunes? 

^ Since my temper is not revengeful, I am 
less inclined to hatred, and I trust that those per-* 
sons who are the cause of my misfortunes, have 
been acting from conviction, and with an intent 
to promote the interest of the king and the king- 
dom. And if even some people should have 
acted from personal enmity, I forgive it very 
teadily.** 

Are you conscious that you spoke the truth 
before your judges, and in your conversation 
with me ? Do you likewise propose to speak truth 
in what you shall say to your counsel, in your 
defence ? 

*' I do not remember to have spoken before 
my judges one untruth wilfully, unless, perhaps, 
for want of memory, some mistake has happened. 
Still less do I know of any thing untrue which I 
might have spoken to you. I intend, likewise, 
not to say any thing in my defence that should 
not agree with truth." 

Do you find a true desire to be pardoned by 
God, through the merits of Christ, and do you 
trust in God that he will not refuse it ? 



124 CONVERSION AND DEATH 

. " I have no other hopes but what are founded 
in God's pardon, and I am convinced that there 
are no other means for me to obtain it but the 
merits of Christ. I strive to qualify myself for 
this through sincere faith in my Redeemer, and 
by making my thoughts and sentiments conform- 
able to his will. I pray to God to strengthen me 
in this respect, since I find within myself nothing 
but incapacity and weakness." 

Do you look upon this pardon of God as the 
greatest favour that can be conferred upon you ; 
greater than even the saving of your temporal 
Ufe? 

^^ The saving of my life and all other temporal 
emoluments appear to me but very small in com- 
parison of everlasting happiness, which my in- 
ward feeling, has made me experience already." 

Do you acknowledge yourself obliged, on ac- 
count of this pardon, to love God and your Re- 
deemer sincerely, and will you strive to increase 
this love ? 

^' The more I grow convinced, the more im- 
pression the mercy of God and of my Redeemer 
makes upon me, and increases my love and gra- 
titude towards him.'' 

Are you determined to show this love towards 
God, by a ready obedience to his will, as long as 
you shall have time for it ? 

" Since I hope to be more and more convinced 
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of the love of God towards me^ and since I ac- 
knowledge that what he has decreed relating to . 
me^ is in all respects^ particularly in regard to my 
soul^the most advantageous/ 1 am sure that I 
shall suhmit to all his will^ without murmuring 
and without reluctance.'* 

Suppose your death should within a few days^ 
by the interposition of God's government, be- 
come unavoidable, would you suffer it humbly 
and confiding in God, terrifying as the circum- 
stances may be which shall attend it ? 

"As much as lies in my power, supported by 
that confidence which I place in God, I shall die 
with a Christian-like resolution." 

Are you resolved to derive all your comfort 
only from religion, and not to call in for assist- 
ance a secret ambition, or an affected fortitude ? 

*^ I have resigned every thing which may be 
called ambition, and have been obliged to do it ; 
I am, therefore, sure that in the last moments of 
my life I shall not be disturbed by this passion. 
I rather shall derive all my comforts from re- 
ligion. Even my^^^MRier ambition would not 
have led me to dfltVlUvo^* Without religion I 
should have died as M my outward appearance 
just as I felt myself inwardly. Properly speaking^ 
I have been obstinate only in defending my 
opinions, and in this respect I might, perhaps, 
too often have been guilty of affectation." . 
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The Count assured me» on the close of this 
examination^ that he in all respects had told me 
exactly the sentiments of his heart — When I was 
going to leave hin^ he begged I would stay a 
little longer, since he had something to com- 
municate to me. 

** I have been considering,'' said he, ^' about 
what I asked your advice the other day. I see 
plainly my life cannot be saved; I am likewise 
easy about it, and I hope the wish to live longer 
will disturb me no more, though I do not know 
how I shall be aflfected when I am very near death. 
If the awful moment was but once past, I then 
shall have lost nothing. If, when I am going to 
suffer death, I am but capable of thinking, I am 
sure to find composure and comfort in religion.'' 
And if you should not be able to remember, 
said I, I shall put you in mind of it, though I do 
not know how much I myself shall be affected. 

*' I wish only you may not be too much af- 
fected," said he, ^^ for this would add to my 
sufferings." *** 

I shall do as much ^^^kftb to moderate my 
feelings, and I believe tfHHviall be dUtib to do 
this, if I can have hopes dttfyou die a Christian. 
^' I have been," said he, ** very uneasy .about 
another thing. You know my chief crime, 
ypu know that by confessing it, other persons 
to whom I lie under great obligations, are ren- 
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delred likewke unhappy. I have been thinking 
whether it had not been my duty, on their ac- 
count, not to have confessed, since gratitude and 
friendship seemed to demand it. I have been 
very uneasy about it. But I took to prayers, as 
now my constant practice is, when I am under 
anxiety, and considered this whole matter on all 
sides, directing my heart perpetually towards 
God. I found that my denial would hinder the 
truth from appearing, and from making its way 
as it ought. I saw that it would be still worse 
to cover one crime with another, which would 
fill me with anxiety of conscience, and make me 
incapable of receiving God's pardon. And cer- 
tainly the request would be unjust, that for the 
sake of saving others I should sacrifice my ever- 
lasting salvation. I found, lastly, that if I had 
denied every thing hitherto, I now should have 
discovered it to you, and desired you to acquaint 
my judges with it. By reasoning in this manner, 
I have been so fortunate as to quiet my mind. 
**1 do not care now if people, who have no 
notion what it idfltflbe anxious about ever- 



lastingt|illvation,VpH me to be both a 

faithless man and aflPlkor. My confession must 
be approved of by all true and rational Christians. 
However, the misfortune that has befallen my 
friends on account of my confession, grieves me 
more than I am able to express : I can pay them 
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no other damages, but by praying to God to give 
them the comfort of religion and virtue. This 
is what I continually am praying for; and if these 
prayers are granted, I am sure their loss is suf* 
ficiently repaid." 

The Twenty-third CoitfereTice. April 7. 

The Count being told that his answers to the 
questions proposed to him yesterday were such 
as proved that he hitherto had fulfilled those 
conditions, under which God had promised to 
grant his pardon, he said : 

*' I thank God that my peace of mind is like- 
wise a proof of my being not rejected by God. 
I cannot but persuade myself that although now 
in my fetters, and near a disgraceful death, I am 
by L more happy than I was in my former 
grandeur.** ^ 

When I had convinced him from Scripture 
passages, that my judgment was well grounded, 
and had comforted him by telling him, that the 
more he got acquainted IMiMi the advantages of 
his conversion, the more]|MBth would increase^ 
and supply him with irfinite comfort against 
death, he said : 

" Yes, I hope to experience that my death is 
but one difficult step, and every thing I lose by 
it shall infinitely be repaid to me." 
15 
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' Some exhortation being given, he said : " That 
every night he examined himself whether he had 

m 

done or thought any thing that might displease 
God ; if so, he prayed for forgiveness for Christ's 
sake, and repeated all his good purposes, to- 
gether with their motives. I believe likewise/' 
said he, *' that I can pray now with more cheer- 
fulness. Hitherto I found myself always un- 
worthy, but I have ventured to pray, trusting to 
God's mercy." '" 

Being advised to thank God for all the grace 
he had shewn him during the time of his conver- 
sion, he answered : ■' 

*' I remember with gratitude those powerful 
impressions made upon me by perusing many of 
the passages in the books I have been reading ; 
in particular when I was reading the Life of 
Christ. I own my inclination to look out for the 
truth and to embrace it, has increased thereby 
from time to time." 

Just when I was leaving the Count, he said : 
*' I am come now to a resolution how I shall act 
in regard to my defence. I see neither my life 
can be saved, nor my actions be justified, never- 
theless, I hope to be able to shew, that some are 
not quite so bad as they appear to be ; for yoii 
know, to consider our actions in a moral light be- 
fore God, and in a political one before the world, 

K 
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ure two different things. I know how bad mine 
appear in the former ; but it does not follow that 
9L thing should be equally as bad when considered 
ip fL political lights as it^may be in a moral one. 
I $hall rest satisfied to shew (for more I cannot 
do) that my poUtical mistakes were the conse- 
quences of error^ precipitation^ and passion^ but 
not of a design to do mischief I think I owe this 
to truth, and even to religion itself, as far as my 
conversion may either promote or hinder its in- 
terest If, by keeping silence^ I had allowed that 
I had bad intentions (though I do not recollect 
any myself), then perhaps my conversion would 
have been looked upon a$ weakness and con- 
fusion of mind, notwithstanding it is the pro- 
duce of a serious and rational disquisition. The 
world might else have said, that a man could 
easily sacrifice his former principles of religion, 
when it was a matter of indifference to himi 
whether he was thought to be a professed rogue, 
or only a man who had transgressed from error 
in judgment." 

The Twenty-fourth Conference. April 9. 

After reciting the happy consequences of his 
conversion, I asked the Count if any one of those 
days t>f his former grandeur and temporal pros- 
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perity had ^ver procured him thut true tran- 
quillity of mind which h^ now enjoyed in his 
prison and in his fetters ? 

*' You are in the right," answered the Count ; 
'* and if nothing else had made me unhappy* the 
insatiahleness of my passions would have done it> 
for the most frequent enjoyments could not sa- 
tisfy them." 

He spoke likewise very sensihly about his ap- 
proaching death. " He declared that death it- 
self (the terrifying circumstances which his might 
be attended with excepted) presented nothing 
dreadful to him, since he knew where it was to 
conduct him." He declared : 

*^ It should not make him uneasy, if there was 
even any truth in the opinion of those who as- 
serted, that the soul, when separated from the 
body, should be in a state of obscure ideas and 
sensations, cht in a kind of sleep. For if my soul 
was not conscious of itself, or was only in a place 
of security and ease, I should lose nothing by it. 
Should this sleep last even a thousand or ten 
thousand years, it would not make me unhappy, 
for during all this time, I should be conscious of 
nothing. / However, it is by far more agreeable 
to me to learn from Scripture, that my soul, in- 
stantly after parting from the body, shall enter 
conscious of itself, into possession of its happi- 
ness." 

^ k2 
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Towards the close of this conversation, he 
said : '' Though Scripture tells us but little 
about the state the soul shall be in during its 
separation from the body, yet even tbis little is 
matter of great comfort. ( If God had found it 
useful and necessary to give us further informa- 
tion, he would have done it. It is fully sufficient 
to quiet my soul, when I know it will be in the 
hand of God.|— From this you may judge how 
much it must vex me, if now and then this 
thought returns : 'perhaps there is no eternity !' 
I examined myself to-day very strictly, if perhaps 
I found a secret pleasure therein, or if I enter- 
tained an obscure notion of its being true : but 
I profess I found neither of them. There is not 
a shadow of probability left of my former system, 
and the strong proofs of the contrary are always 
before my eyes. Besides, I am so much inte- 
rested in my being at present better informed, 
that I would not part with my conviction upon 
any account, or act wilfully contrary to it. If 
by committing any crime, even such as the world 
did not acknowledge to be such, I could gain the 
greatest temporal advantage, I am confident I 
should not commit it. If I was promised for 
certain, that my life should be spared, and that I 
should be restored to my former situation, under 
condition that I contradicted the confession I 
have made of my crimes, and that I confirmed 
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with an oath my new assertion^ I am sure I 
should rather die than contradict truths and take 
such an oath. I am convinced I never should 
think thus, if I was not persuaded of eternity, 
or rather wished or thought it to be a vain 
fancy. But I see now how difficult it is to ex- 
tirpate such false ideas, as we were forijoierly 
fond of." 

The Count had read Spalding's sermons, and 
assured me he was much edified by them. Some 
of those books which had contributed much to 
enlighten and reform him, he sent to Count 
Brandt, for whom he shewed the tenderest care. 
I gave him this day Doddridge's Treatise on the 
Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul *. 

He desired me to write to his parents, and to 
comfort them by the account I could now give 
them of him. 

* Upon the mind of Struensee, so carefully guarded as it 
was against all enthusiastic feelings, this little work of Dod. 
dridge could have no injurious effect. It is a book of great 
power, and in particular cases, under the guidance of a judi- 
cious minister, it may be used with great effect. But it is a 
book which must be used with great caution ; especial care 
should be taken how it is placed in the hands of the young, as 
firom some mistaken views which it presents of the doctrine of 
Grace and Conversion, it may lead them into the paths of 
fanaticism and error. 
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The Twenty-jlflh Conference. April W, 

A coNVBRSAtiOK which the Count had with a 
person who disliked the reading of the Bible^ on 
account of its 5tyle> gave occasion to some I'e- 
marks on the style of the Bible. Among the 
rest he observed, that the railleries of the Free- 
Hiinkers about Christ and his doctrine, were 
plain proofs, that they had no intention of acting 
honestly. '^ It is in general impertinent,'' said 
he, ^^ to turn a virtuous man into ridicule. The 
old and unusual expressions of the Bible cannot 
be the true reason, for which they should think 
them deserving ridicule. They do not laugh at 
other ancient writings, which are written in such 
a style. If they, for instance, were to rfead the 
books of Confucius, I am sure they would not 
hesitate about his style, but praise his morals. 
In the same manner, they e:^tol the fables of 
i3Ssop> but the parables and narrations of Christ 
will not please theW : notwithstanding they are 
derived from a greater knowledge of nature, and 
contain more excellent morality. Besides, they 
are proposed with a more noble and artless sim- 
plicity, than any writings of this kind, among 
ancient or modem authors. There must be 
therefore something else which prejudices them 
against Christ : and I do not know what else it 
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conld be^ biit their heart, whidh mak^ them 
averse to his precepts*** 

Some days since, the Count had obtained leavd 
to have pen and ink ; and he said, '^ he would 
make use of it, to draw up the account of his 
conversion, which he had promised to leave be* 
hind him." 

*^ It will be,** said 1> '' a very acceptable legacy 
to me. Write with reflection, and I hope it will 
not be useless. It shall remain an authentic 
monument of your religion and piety. I there^ 
fore leave it entirely to you, to arrange your 
thoughts and to write them down. I will have 
no other share in it, than to tell you in general 
terms, how it is to be drawn up so as to answer 
its intention. This intention is partly to efface 
those impressionii your example has made upon 
the mind of others, partly to raise the attention 
of those that are of the same way of thinking as 
you formerly were. It must therefore appear 
by this writing, that your sentiments about re- 
ligion and virtue are really altered. At the saine 
time, you are to relate how this alteration was 
produced. I think this to be necessary, lest any 
body should doubt its truth. As to your style 
and expressions, it must be such, as will not be 
displeasing to the people of the world, and that* 
others may not entertain any doubt of your 
having become a Christian.'' 
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^' I shall endeavour/' said he, *' to keep these 
rules before my eyes. But if you find any misr 
take, that I perhaps was not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with some doctrines, or that some pas- 
sages may be liable to censure, you are always 
at liberty to correct. them." 

No, replied I, not a single word shall I attempt 
to alter. It must be entirely your own, for fear 
some people should think it spurious. . 

The Count remembered the late Reverend Mr. 
Alberti of Hamburgh, with whom he was per-' 
sonally acquainted, and wished to read his ser- 
mons, which I sent him. 

The Twenty-sixth Conference. April 13. 

*' Alberti's sermons *," said the Count, " have 
much edified me. They have likewise contri- 
buted to make me have a greater regard for 
religion, and at the same time made me more 
composed and happy." . 

The to-day's conversation turned upon the 

* So rich is our language in Sermons^ that it is almost im- 
possible to recommend any in particular. Much must be left 
to the discretion of the minister, and the feelings of his convert. 
The sufferings and death of Christ, the Atonement, the accept- 
ance of true penitence before God, should be the subjects to 
wkk;h: the attention of a late convert, who has but a short time, 
to live, should principally be turned. 
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doctrine of the resurrection of the body. The 
Count haying been made acquainted with the 
arguments in favour of it^ said : 

^' He believed the chief objections against the 
resurrection of the body, were started after it 
had been positively asserted by Christ. JFrom 
that time, those who had a bad conscience, 
became fearful. They endeavoured to secure 
themselves by such objections, against anxious 
expectations." He added, after some other re- 
flections, " That death was not indiflPerent to 
him, but yet not terrible. Nevertheless, he 
could not deny, but that he had great reason to 
Tepent of those actions by which he had hastened 
it ; yet, since this could not be altered, and he 
was sure that his sins would be forgiven, he had 
nothing that could attach him to this life, except 
the natural instinct of self-preservation ; and he 
was ready to leave this world as soon as God 
pleased to call him. He did not care what 
might become of his body after his decease, for 
it was safe every where under God's care. In^ 
the mean time, he would make the best use of 
his time he could, and endeavour to become 
every day better 'and more acceptable to God. 
For this purpose," said he, " I read, I pray, I re- 
flect on my former and my present situation, and 
compare them both ; I speak to the officers 



138 COKVSRftlOK AMD DfiATH 

about rdigion and virtue^ but without intruding 
and without i^ectation." 



The Twenty-sewHlh Conference. April 14. 

Future judgment, and eveilasting rewards and 
punishments were the subjects of this Conference. 
With regard to eternity and fUture punishments^ 
th« Count expressed himself in this manner : 

*^ If even the punishments of a future world 
were only to last during the life of a man, it 
w^uld be very terrifying, and sufficient to keep 
us from sin. It would be dreadful enough if the 
punishmelits consisted in nothing else but the 
natural consequences of sin, without any further 
dispensation of God. I thought men might be 
punished in eternity by those passions to which 
they were addicted in this world* They leave 
this world with all. their internal appetites, which 
attend them in all their strength. There is no- 
thing in the other world to satisfy these desires. 
They consume themselves in insatiable longings, 
and vain wishes. God need only say to them : 
You shall remain as you are." 

Being told that since his salutary reformation, 
he joyfully might expect his sentence before 
God's tribunal, he replied, '* That he really 
waited with joy for it, and trusted in God's 
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mwcy/' He said, '^ttis objection, which he 
fiirmerly thought ntianswdrable, were now quite 
gone, or at least of so little consequence, that he 
doubted about the truth of religion no more 
than about my being with him. He was now 
so conscientious^ that he examined ererj thing 
he did and thought^ whether it agreed with the 
will of God^ And he found himself by this so 
well^ so composed^ so happy^ that he was sure 
he should constantly tl^nk and act in the same 
Aanner.'* 

As the time of his death drew near^ I thought 
proper to inspire him with ideas of futurity ; for 
which purpose I gave him Layater's Prospects 
into Eternity *. 

The Twenty^ghih Conference. April 17. 

To-JDAir pur conversation turned partly upon 
eternity* On occasion of the explanation of 
several passages of Scripture, that have a re- 
lation to this subject, the Coimt admired the pro- 
priety of St. Paul's expressions, and the images 
he made use of. 

'' I find now," said he, '' that I from time to 

* A better book cannot be recommended to prepare a soul 
for eternity, than Bp. Greene's Four Last ThingSy Death, Judg- 
ment, Heaven, and Hell. Sherlock on Death might also be 
used* 
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time become more acquainted with the style of 
the Apostles. They write extremely well, now 
and then with inimitable beauty, and at the same 
time with simplicity and clearness." He quoted 
several passages, particularly from the eighth 
chapter to the Romans. He added^ ^' I should 
like to see other publicans and tent-makers, 
write in the same manner as the Evangelists and' 
Apostles did.'* 

Being reminded that his uncommon and un- 
expected calmness and composure of mind, was 
a consequence of his being certain of God's par- 
don, he said : 

'* It is certainly a consequence of my being 
pardoned for Christ's sake, and of my being con-; 
scious that my sentiments are altered ; and this 
accounts for those ill-founded ideas of the feel- 
ings of Christianity. The composed mind, which 
Christianity procures, is such a feeling. I have 
it now myself. They were only mistaken in ex- 
plaining the reasons thereof Why should God 
produce these sensations by miracles, when they 
are the natural offspring of a well-founded con- . g 
viction, and a true conversion ?" 

Towards the end of the conversation, he de- 
clared, '' That he thought himself very happy 
in being so near eternity, though the manner in 
which he entered into it must be melancholy for - 
him. In the mean time, he would do every tl\ing 
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in his power, to be in a situation in which he 
might hope to overcome the terrors of death, 
and to be certain of a happy immortality. He 
believed, his duty in this point consisted chiefly 
in having his former life continually before his 
eyes, that he might keep up a lively sense of 
repentance, and in striving to confirm himself in 
his present sentiments, to meditate upon them, 
and to accustom himself more and more to them. 
This," said he, ^' is now my whole occupation ; it 
is so interesting to me, and pleases me so well, 
that nothing is more agreeable to my taste. A 
little while ago I used, as I told you, to read 
sometimes U Histoire Generate des Voyages. 
I then thought that I could employ my time 
better. But not being willing to appear in my 
own eyes in a hypocritical light, I would not 
forcibly suppress my inclination for this book. 
This inclination has now left me. I do not like 
to read, or to meditate on any thing else, but 
what concerns my chief business, which is a pre- 
paration for eternity. Thank God, I am ad- 

« 

vanced now so far, that my doubts do not make 
me any more uneasy. What you told me in the 
beginning, I find to be true; for na objection pre- 
sents itself but what I am able to answer to my 
satisfaction." 
\ " The Christian religion," said he, on another 
occasion, '' is so engaging, that it certainly must 
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fiew^ every oi&e who is properly acquainted 
with it We should see the best effects of it 
ftmong the common people^ in reforming the 
worlds if it was properly represented^ and made 
intelligible to the capacity of different sorts of 
people. They should be made sensible, that in 
this life they could never be happier than by fol- 
lowing the precepts of Christianity. Every one 
then would be convinced, that, supposing even 
this religion to be a delusion, it must be such an 
one as contradicts entirely the very nature of eveiy 
other delusion, because it is the best and truest 
way to happiness. Every one would think it worth 
his while ip maintain this delusion and to propa^ 
gate it.'^-TlHe continued, '' I wish you and other 
divines would write small pamphlets, to acquaint 
the people with the advantages of Christianity, 
which might be of greater service than preach- 
ing. — In this manner Voltaire has written, as 
you know, innumerable little pieces against re- 
ligion, which contain always the same thing over 
again under different titles, and in a different dress. 
Rational friends of Christianity should learn of 
him this method, by which he does much mis- 
chief, and apply it to better purposes. Voltsure 
boasts of having found out this method, as he 
says, to enlighten the world. I remember that 
when I conversed with D'Alembert at Paris, in 
my travels, that he spoke much in praise of this 
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metbodi and admired Voltaire's wisdom in this 
point. However^ I do not believe him to be 
the inventor of it. Perhaps he has borrowed 
t\m way of spreading his principles from Christ 
himself, who taught truth, sometimes in parables, 
sometimes in questions and answers, sometimes 
in sermons. 

'^ D'Alembert told me, at the same time, that 
h^ had carefully examined Christianity, and had 
found nothing against reason in it. But the 
reason why he did not adopt it was, because he 
h^d no inward feelings of it. These feelings 
were the gift of God, and since he denied them to 
him, he hoped to be e3i:cused for not having them, 
apd consequently for not being a Christian/' 

Lastly, the Count complained of having been 
for some time troubled with disagreeable dreams. 
He wanted to know how far there was any 
/ morality in them, and how far they could be 
charged to men. Being told that they pro- 
ceeded from the free exertion of the soul during 
the time we are asleep, he said ; '' This answer 
satisfies me, for I never think of those things to 
which the dreams are related. In general, I 
observe, that they derive their origin not from 
sensations and ideas which were but lately in my 
mind^ but from such as were at a greater dis- 
tance of time.^ Thus, during the first week of 
my imprisonment, I dreamt of nothing but of 

13 
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my parents, whom I have not seen a long while* 
It was as if I were in their house and their com- 
pany. Many things that happened in their pre- 
sence during my infancy came into my mind 
again." 

The Twenty-ninth Conference. April 20. 

Among other things^ which were the subject of 
this conversation, it was mentioned^ that the 
nearer and more perfect contemplation of the 
works of God in futurity would be a source of 
pure and everlasting joy to the blessed. The 
Count then mentioned, " That the contemplation 
of the works of nature had oftentimes afforded 
him great satisfaction, and that it had been the 
only means of keeping him from atheism, into 
which he otherwise certainly should have fallen.'* 
An exhortation of advancing in godliness, 
since his end was so near, produced the following 
declaration from him : " Thank God," said he, 
" I am ready to die, if it should be even to- 
morrow. The Freethinkers will say, I should 
have found within myself strength enough 
against my misfortunes, without applying to 
religion. They will say, I shewed myself now a 
coward, and was for this reason unworthy of my 
former prosperity. I wish to God I had not 
been unworthy of it for other reasons. How- 

15 
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ever, I should like to ask . these gentlemen^ in 
what manner I should have found comfort with* 
in myself? I durst not think on my crimes^ on 
my present situation^ on futurity, . if I wanted 
tranquillity of mind. Nothing was left for me 
but to endeavour to .stupify myself, and to dis- 
sipate my thoughts. But how long would this 
have lastisd in my present solitude, and being 
removed from all opportunities of dissipation ? 
And suppose it had been possible, it would have 
been of litde use, for the cause of fear and 
anxiety remained always, and would have roused 
me frequently from my. artificial insensibility* 
I tried this method during the first weeks of my 
confinement, before I reflected on my condition. 
I laid for three or more hours together on my 
bed. My fancy composed romances, I travelled 
through the whole world, and my imagination 
produced a thousand pictures to amuse myself 
with. But at that time I fancied that I saw 
many ways of saving my life. I did not Jbiow 
whether and bow far my crimes might be disco- 
vered. A certain circumstance, which deprived 
me of all my hopes, was then still unknown to 
me. And even then dissipation would not an- 
swer the purpose. If I could dream in this 
manner, perhaps for several hours, my terrors 
and Ttiy anxieties would return again. Perhaps 
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some ^(»ple w31 «ay, I shcmld have exerted ny 
pride, smA sfaewa, at least by my outwtrd coiif 
duct, that nothing eould humMe me. But, alii9 f 
what a miserable pride is it to have a bad coof 
seience, and to think of d}dng on. a ucaBoid !~s 
No, I find it ifi better to derive my comfort from 
the oTily true jBomrce, which is religion, AoA I 
wish that those who blame me now for iaking 
nh^ter nnsAer it, may find in their last hours ilm 
sanne tranqniUity itd^ffiofrds me« There is but cmA 
tiling in this wodd which makes mejeaOyatid 
contKRually imeasy, which is, that I have seduced 
others to xnreligion and wickedness. I believe I 
should ^Bot properly enjoy my Ititnre faap|nness» 
if I knew apy of those 1 have dduded would be 
eternally unhappy* It is^ therefiwie,. mf .most 
Corvent wish, and my own happiness depends on 
it, that God would sihew mercy to aUJ^ose I 
liave by any means turned from him, awl csU 
them ibaek to religion and virtue. I prAy to <jod 
for this fervenHy.'' 

Some questionB being asked couoerniug his 
prayers, he said : ^ He prayed frequently^ He 
held communication with his own beart> aud ex*- 
cited himsdf to confirm and rectify his sentir 
ments more and more; He addressed himself^ 
also, to <prod> and begged hts assistance for 
self and his fpiends/' 



He desired me to let hiia have 8om^ of Crn- 
mer's sermoBs^ and the Memah * of KlopM:Qck. 
He said : ^' He had several tinges attempted t^ 
read this poem, but be never had any ta^te for it. 
Perhaps the fault might have been his owQj her 
cause he was ignorant of those doctrines of reli^ 
gicm it was grounded upon, and never thought 
them of any importance. No W|> as he knew moirf 
of religion^ and thought quite differently, luf 
would try if the poem might produce good sea? 
timents in bis soul" 



The Thirtieth Conference. April ^X, 

The Count was now so much altered, that some 
of his former friends, whom I told of his 
present turn of thoughts and of his conduct^ 
would scarce believe it. However, I had not 
the least reason to doubt the sincerity of either. 
I do not know for what purpose he should have 
attempted to deceive me* Besides, dissimulation 
was no part of his character. AH those who had 
an opportunity of seeing him, found him the 
same as I did, and I in particular had from the 

* This poem is now tranidated ; the reader^ therefore, w3l 
judg^ of its merits for himsdf. There are moce edkipns than 
one ; the Imt WM publwbed in 1$14, by Ae Rev« T. Raffles.^ 

l2 
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beginning guarded myself against being deceived. 
His present peace of mind seemed to me in par- 
ticular a sure proof of the effects of religion upon 
his heart. Among many observations he made 
to-d&y, the following seem to be of some im- 
portance. 

" ^ I consider it now,** said he, ^' as a kind of 
folly, that the Deists pretend to be offended at 
the humble appearance Christ and the first 
teachers of Christianity made. I need not ob- 
' serve, that in relation to God, nothing is either 
little or great, but cannot help remarking that 
this humble appearance of Christ was very well 
.dapled to theLign «f Us mi«ion. Th/com- 
mon people took him now to be one of their 
equals, and placed confidence in him. For this 
reason Christ chose his Apostles among the lower 
class of mankind, and the Apostles conversed 
mostly with such. And even these common 
people were as proper spectators of their mira- 
cles as an assembly of philosophers, as they were 
all of that nature, that nothing more was required 
to judge of them than the natural senses and a 
common share of understanding. A private sol- 
dier is, perhaps, more fit for such an observation 
than a general who has his head full of other 
things, or thinks it not worth his while to attend 
to it. The evidence which is given by men of 
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common understanding in behalf of Christ's 
miracles is, therefore, worthy of credit. The 
learned and the philosophers ean now consider 
these facts, and examine whether they are real 
miracles, and then determine how far they are ip 

favour of Christ and his doctrine." 

, . . ...... 

Lastly, the Count declared, *' that he had a sin* 
cere love towards God and his Redeemer, that 
he rejoiced in the blessings of enmity, though 
he was not uneasy as to the time when he should 
partake of them. The sense of his repentance 
was not so keen as formerly, since he could apply 
the comforts of the Gospel to quiet his conr 
science. . I beg of you," added he, '' consider .of 
my situation, whether you find me as I should 
be. ^ Write to Cramer, and desire him to tell his 
opinion ; I am ready to do what he or you shall 
prescribe.'* . . > 

The Count knew that there was a corres- 
pondence between Cramer and me concerning 
the progress of his conyerision ; I used to com- 
municate to him those passages in Cramer's let; 
ters that related to hiip. He readily ma4e use 
of Cramer's reflections and doubts. He was 
very desirous of his letters, and inquired even 
the very last morning of his life, if any of his 
letters had been received which concerned him. 
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l%e TMrtyifirst Conference. April 22. 

Ths ftdlowhig f^servstioii of the Count will 
serve to give us an idea of his character. 

^' Do not mind/ said he> ^' if it should be said, 
yovL onght to have urged upon me arguments 
which were not so philosophical and more evan- 
gelical : I assure you that by no other means 
ymi would have found access to my heart than 
\(f those you have chosen. There are only three 
ways which you might have taken : declamation, 
working upon the imagination, and cool inquiry. 
If you had chosen that of declamation, I should 
have immediatdy thought. If the man has a good 
cause, why does he not propose his reasons with- 
out any art ? if God has a revealed religion, it 
vaxssst stand the test of inquiry ; I therefore should 
have hewd you without any emotion. If you 
had endeavoured to work upon my imagination, 
you must have done it by filling it with terrible 
descriptions of eternity. This method wouM 
have had still less effect than declamation : I was 
very sure that after death there was nothing 
either to hope or fear. Any impression you 
might have made through fear would soon have 
worn off, and would have entirely vanished by re- 
collecting my former system. The only way left 



you waa thai whiok yon chose» I nteadj cool iBH> 
quiry» I will tell you iiow what resolution I had 
taken befcore you came^aud for what rea&K>n9 I 
entered into ccmvemtion with you. About c4ght 
days before jrour first visit to me, the coratuaBder 
of the castle asked me if I chose to converse 
with a divine ? Thinkings howevev^ that every 
clergyman wouUi be apt either to preach too 
much, or tire me with melancholy dedamatioiisi 
I dedined the proposal^ and said ; I and all dit 
vines difiEer very much in opinion^ mA I have no 
inclinadon to dispute. However^ { k»ew that 
I must expect a clergyman to attend nte by ordea 
of goYernm^it^ I tiberefiore resolved ta receive 
him civilly^ and to hear him with deceiicy and 
cmnpcMsmre. I intended to declare to hlm,^ at the 
end of the firsit visat, that if he was ovd^ed tOr se« 
me frequently he would be welcome^ but I shoiftld 
beg of him not to entertain apay hopes of etHk- 
verting me, for I wasf too weU convinced of my 
own opinion^ and should therefore never enter 
into any useless disputaiioiis. — ^When you: aame^^ 
my dear friend^ I i^mnediately perceived, thait 
you had no iirta^ion to declaim to me in the 
style of a preacher^ or to fill me with fea^s and 
terrors^ and inflame my imagination* You onl^ 
desired me, since the matter Was of so great con- 
sequence, to examine into my own principles, 
and the evidence for Christianity. I found lhiid» 
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reasonable, I had time to do it» and fancied I 
should, by this inquky, discover that Christian* 
ity had no foundation, and convince myself more 
strongly of the truth of my principles. We 
begun our conferences with great coolness ; I 
read the books you gave me, though with diffi* 
dence, yet with attention. This did not continue 
long, nnd I could not help perceiving that I had 
been mistaken. It can scarcely be believed how 
much it has cost me to own my error, with re- 
gard to myself, as well aa with regard to you* 
You may remember that I did not firom the first 
deny that I had acted wrong, and had been un- 
happy in my former situation, and that my con* 
science reproached me. But, considering my for- 
mer obstinacy, it was a great victory over mysdf, 
to confess that my former principles were £gtlse. 
To proceed so far was only to be done by reason. 
You are the best judge why you treated me in 
the manner you have done ; but the success en- 
ti,dyj<»tifi^;.u: my cmrersi.. b. tbcgh the 
grace of God, providentially brought about. In 
what manner this is effected must be indifferent 
to all but you and I. Sensible Christians will 
rejoice that my soul is saved, and that you have 
chosen this method, which, in regard to me, was 
the only good one.'' 

Towards the end of our conversation I told 
him, that this week, in all probability, would 
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be the last of his life, as I knew that next 
Saturday sentence would be pronounced against 
him, and that between the sentence and the 
execution of it> there would be very few days. 
He received this news with his former resolution 
and serenity. 

*' I hope," said he, '' that I shall certainly meet 
my death without stuptfying fbar or anxiety. I 
am only apprehensive that you will be much af- 
fected by this shocking scene. If it would have 
no bad effect upon the spectators^ i should desire 
you not to accompany me to the scaffold.^' 

No, said I> dear Count,, I am your only firiend> 
and I dare not leave you. I will comfort you 
with the hope, which I entertain as a certain one^ 
that you shall be happy in eternity : I wiU assist 
you under this severe fate ; and the only recom- 
pence I expect, is to see you die d& a Christian.. ^ 

The Thirtjf'second Conference. April 23. 

The Count, after asking me why so many who 
know the precepts of Christianity, do neverthe- 
less not live up to them, related a conversation 
he had with one of the officers, wherein he at- 
tempted to shew, that it was not impossible to 
practise the laws of Christianity. He afterwards 
desired me to appoint a day when he could re- 
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ceiye the sacrament. I imagined that Thursday 
would he the day of his execution, and as he 
lushed to comply with this solemn institution 
some time before he suffered, we appointed the 
Monday foUowmg. 

The TMrty-third Conference. April 24. 

Thb Count had yesterday finished his account of 
his conversion, and he now delivered it to me. 

He assured me he had drawn it up with a kind 
of anxiety, lest he should say any thing which was 
not strictly conformable to his former and present 
pirinciples. This was the reason why he had 
been so long about it. He was afraid he might 
not have expressed himself in some places with 
perspicuity and propriety, since he had not for 
some years written much in the German lan- 
guage, and never upon such a subject ; besides, 
he had endeavoured to express himself with con- 
ciseness, for fear of being too prolix. The em- 
ployment itself had been very agreeable to him, 
as it had given him an opportunity of recollecting 
aU the arguments by which he had been con- 
vinced, and had now found them so stroi^, that 
he was confident he would not redeem his life for 
all his former prosperity, by any actimi which 
might contradict his present conviction. He de- 
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sired me now to read what he had drawn up, to 
judge whether it answered that intention for 
which it was written. 

I then read the whole before him^ and found 
some obscure passages, expressions, and ideas> 
which might be misunderstood both by Chris- 
tians and unbelievers, and made my remarks upon 
them. Some of these passages he altered with 
his own hand, some he rather chose to leave as 
they were. 

'^ I have drawn up/* said he *' this account, to 
convince Christians, as well as those which are 
not, and into whose hands this may fall,^that I be^ 
came a Christian after mature consideration, and 
that I die such.\ I am pretty well acquainted 
with the turn of thinking of the last, and will 
prevent them from saying that I tumM Christian 
from fear, and weakness of understanding: I 
must endeavour to convince them, that I have 
examined the subject, and reasoned upon it, to 
shew them, for instance, what is my opinion of 
the mysteries of religion, and why I do not think 
them contradictory to reason. If such of my 
readers as are Christians should find my ideas not 
altogether as they should be, or my expressions 
sometimes im{>roper, I hope they will not be sur«- 
prised, considering how new these truths are to 
me, and how little I am qualified to speak or to 
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write about them. You know, my dear friend, 
how I now believe^ without any further reasoning 
or explanation or insight into the connexion of 
the whole system, every thing that Christ has 
taught, because his word is sufficient for me/' 

The Monday following, as I have mentioned 
already, was appointed for receiving the sacra- 
ment. I told the Count, that since it was a 
solemn action, and at the same time a public 
confession of his Christianity, I thought it proper 
that it should be celebrated before some wit- 
nesses, that were known to be true Christians. 
He answered : 

'* I wished to receive it with Count Brandt, but 
since this will be matter of difficulty, I beg of 
you to entreat the commander of the castle to 
be present." 

The Count did not appear to me to-day to be 
so serene and cheerful as he used to be. I in- 
quired what could be the reason of it, and he 
gave me the following answer : 

** You know that to-morrow I expect my 
sentence ; this has induced me to reflect on for- 
mer times. I thought if I had not acted in 
such a manner as I have done, I should not have 
come into this misery ; it has made me rather 
uneasy : however you may be sure that this un- 
easiness will soon pass over ; I have found already 
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sufficient reason to be above such reflections^ 
since they are at present ill-timed and entirely 
unnecessary. 

The Thirty -fourth Cofnfereme. April 25. 

*' YoLUPTUOUSNBSs,*' Said the County ^^ is the 
source of all my misfortunes ; ambition has only 
contributed to hasten and complete them. I 
have told you already^ that when I first came 
into Denmark I intended to cut as great a figure 
as my situation would permit. I then did not 
think of obtaining that power^ to which I was 
raised ;. Lcould have satisfied myself with being 
eminent in my profession as a physician. You 
will find this to be true from what I am going to 
tell you. I had resolved to leave Altona, and to 
resign my station there. I intended to go to 
Malaga^ and to settle there as a physician^ or to 
make a voyage to the East Indies. I had the 
following reasons for my first resolution. I was, 
at the time I took it> rather in ill health, and 
hoped a milder climate would agree better with 
me. The notion that the pleasures of a volup- 
tuous life would be greater and more pleasing in 
a warmer climate, was a matter also of some 
consequence. The many fine things in the East 
Indies/ which I had read in voyages, and which 
had warmed my imagination, determined me 
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more for the East Indies than for Malaga ; he* 
aides the great hopes I had of making a fiirtuoe^ 
and satisiying those desires which made me think 
at first of Malaga. Now a prospect opened itself 
to me of making my fortune in Denmark. I 
seized on the favourable opportunity. And 
why ? I am almost ashamed to say it was awkig 
to an acquaintance procured by a love intrigiie 
which brought me hither. How greatly mmt i 

me jGollow a wild passion which always wis blind t 
And how much am I now punished &r it!" > 

He was just speaking of several things which 
ocmcemed his hearty of his affections towards lia 
parents and family, of his comi^dying with his 
&te^ when his Counsel came into the room to 
acquaint him with his sentence. ^ Good Coiml,'' 
said he, '^ I bring you bad news."* He. then 
pulled a copy of the sentence out of his podbeL 
. ^ I expected nothing else/' said the dnmi i 
** let me see." 

. He read. I fixed my eyes upon him witib 
great aitt^ition^ but I did not observe the leaal 
alteration in his countenance. After he hsA 
»ad it, he gave it to me. It was as follows : 

'^ In consequence (tf the Danish statute )aw» 
book vi. chapter iv. art 1. It is hereby declared 
just and right, that Count John Frederldc 
Struensee, £6r his due punishment, and that he 
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may be aa exinu)^ to terrify others, has forr 
feited his honour^ his life, and his estates. Ha 
shall be degraded from his dignity as Comit, 
aad aU other dignities which hayebeen conferred 
apo& Mmu. Hia.coat of arms, whifdi he had as 
Count, shall be broken by the common hang^ 
man. < Likewise shaJi John Frederick Stniensee's 
right band, and afterwards his head^ be cut off, 
his body shall, be quartered and laid upon the 
wbeeJL axKl his head wd his handk shall be stucl^ 
upon a pole." w 

Ihurk^g the time that I rrB» leadiiig this SAn^r 
tence and ti^en^led, he bt^ii to talk with com^ 
posure mtb his Cnounsd* a^id asked if all the 
points of his accuaations had been . rc^garded im 
fr^atiing his sentence* Tbe Counsd answened in 
the affirmative ^' AbA what will be the &te 4f 
Brandt r His sentence is exactly the same aa 
yours^ ^^ And eould his Counsel do notiuag sm 
order to save him V He has said every thing 
diat ioould be said in his favour, but Couodt 
Brandt has too much laid to his charge. The 
Count was more moved at Urn than at his own 
fate. However he 9000 recpUeated himsdf, 
wrote somethiug to wh^ he had drawn up for 
itts Counsel, aud returued it to hinu 

Wten we were alone, I assured him of my 
sincere, compa^on, and exhorted him to sufiBer 
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his fate with the patience and submissicm of a 
Christian. 

^' I assure you," said he, ^M am very easy 
about that. Such punishments should make an 
impression upon others, and therefore they ought 
to be severe. I had prepared myself for this 
and more. I thought I might perhaps be broken 
upon the wheel, and was already considering 
whether I oould suffer this kind of death with 
IMttienee. If I have deserved it, my in&my 
would not be removed, though those disgraceful 
circumstances were not annexed to it And if I 
liave not deserved it, which I cannot assiert, sen- 
sible people would do me justice, and I should 
gain in point of honour. And upon the whole, 
^what is honour or infamy in this world to me ? 
My judges had the law before them, and there- 
fore they could not judge otherwise. I confess 
my crime is great ; I have violated the! Majesty 
of the King. Many things I might not have 
^one, if I had been sufficiently acquainted with 
the law — But why did I neglect it V 

To be sure, said I, you only are to blame. 
«One of your crimes, of which there is not the 
least doubt, is not only a crime against the King's 
Majesty, but also against the whole nation, and 
it would be looked upon as such in any other 
country. That unlawful power which you 
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usurped to yourself^ is likewise a crime against 
the constitution of Denmark. And though per^ 
haps you might not think you had been guilty 
of high treason on this account, yet the fact is 
proved, and the law is clear. He owned all this^ 
and I was sorry to have said so many disagree- 
able things to him. He added : 

*' I must only beg of you to be upon youif 
guard, lest you should be too much affected 
when I go to die. The friendship I have for 
you, from which I cannot but sympathize with 
you/ would make me very uneasy to see you 
suffer. Let us however continue our conversa- 
tion calmly and composed to the last. Upon 
the i^caffold ^eak to me as little as possible, and 
as you shall tibdnk proper. I shall certainly da 
as much as lies in my power to direct my thbilghtSr 
towards God and my Redeemer. I shall not 
take my leave of you. Believe me, that without 
this ceremony, which likely might discompose 
my mind, I know and feel how much I owe 
you/' 

My readers will recollect how much this un- 
happy man was moved by a letter he received 
from his father, at a time when he still main^ 
tained his irreligious principles. Now they have 
seen with what a composure of mind he heard 
his sentence, after he was become a Christian. - 

He delivered to me the following letter for his 
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parents, and left it to me^ whether I woiild semt 
it now or after his death. I chose the latter, 
because I knew his execution was very near, 
and I would save them the anxiety of elpecting^ 
the melancholy news of it. The letter was as 
follows: 

*' Your letters. have increased my pain, l)ut I 
have found in them that love which you always 
expressed for me. The memory of all that sor* 
fow which I have given you, by living contraiy 
to your good advice, and the great affliction my 
impr^iunent and death must cause you, grievei; 
me the more, since enlightened by truth, I see 
plearly the injury I have done. With the most 
Sincere repentance, I beg your pardon and for* 
give&^s. I owe my present situation to my 
belief in the doctrine and redemption of Christ. 
¥out i^rayers and your good example have €on« 
tHbated much towards it. Be assured, that 
your son has found that great good, which you 
believe to be the only true one. Look upon hi6 
misfortune as the means which made him obtain 
it All impressions which my &te could make 
jupon you, will be weakened by this, as it has 
effiftced them with me. I recommend myself to 
your further intercession before God. I psxf 
incessantly to Christ my Redeemer, that he may 
enable you to bear your present calamities. I 
;0we the same to his assistance. My love to my 
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brothers: and aistets. I am, with all filial iDfet 

spect," &c. 

■ ♦ 

The Thirty-JIflh Conference^ April 26, 

I HEARD from Gaieral Lie^nant Hoibe a, thd 
commander of the castle, that Straebsee heul 
been very uneasy all last night: that: he had 
kickei^ with his feet, gnashed with his.tee<3i> and 
gnawed his fingers. The officer irpon guaid got 
up to him> but ibund him fa^ft adeep. I id^ired 
of my unfortunate friend; whether he^hadybeeri 
troubled with disagreeable dream& . He said t 

^' That iffaeii be awaked- in the morning/ fa# 
remembered nothing, but the: biingiixg to las 
memoi^ all the arguments^ by which he: wps 
eonvinced of l^e truth of Ghristiaiiit|fr« 0£ the 
uneasiness of his body: he) rememb^d noHimgoT 

1 bad to acquakit him wdthi Idie niehflaebdi}{ 
newa Uiat bisp sentence was cdnfisrmed iiii eiery 
particidar circumstance^ afiid that it waii to bo 
executed the day alter tonmorrow. I rhopedhitf 
would hear it with a compaeed: mmd, iui4 it 
hap^ned so. As to those eiafcomstanees wteidt 
w^V to throw in&my upon bis death, he ox- 
]|^ressed himself thus : ^ ^ o \ 

^' I am far above all this, and I ipfish my friend 
Brandt may be the sa^e^ Ueve m this waoidd, 
sinc6 I am cm the point of leaving it, neith^ 

m2 
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honour nor infSsuny can affect me any more. It 
is equally the same to me after deaths whether 
my body putrifies under ground or in the open 
air^ whether it serves to feed the worms or the 
birds. God will know very well how to preserve 
those particles of my body, which, on the day of 
iresurrection, are to constitute my future glorified 
body« It is not my all which is to be laid upon 
the wheel. Thank God ! I know now very well 
that dust is not my whole being." 

When I told him that next Tuesday would be 
his dying day, he answered : 

'* I thought it would be Friday. However, 
I do not wish even for this short delay. It would 
be the same as if I was to undergo a painful 
operation for my health, and should desire to 
have it delayed when it was just going to be per- 
formed. I should be obliged to submit to it at 
last, and I should only recover my health later.'* 
'—He then went through all the circumstances 
of his death, and compared them with those of 
the death of Christ, and found that Jesus had 
suffered infinitely more for his sake, Hiaix he was 
to suffer on account of his crimes. . He praised 
the power of prayer in comforting him, when 
he was now and then anxious about thfe fate he 
was to undergo. 

I am unable to describe the ease and tranquil- 
lity with which he spoke. I expected much 
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from the power of religion over his heart, but it 
exceeded my most sanguine expectations. 

He assured me that religion, and his firm 
hopes of being pardoned by God, had produced 
this ease of mind. He owned that his natural 
coolness of temper, his using himself for many 
years to keep his imagination within bounds,, 
and his entertaining himself rather with reflec* 
tions of sound reason, than images of fancy, had 
in some respects supported him ; but he was 
convinced that all this, without religion, would 
never have composed his mind. God had adapt* 
ed it for all kinds of tempers and for all cha- 
racters. It was fit for all men, and it found in 
him a good soil to produce all its good effects, 
of tranquillity and fortitude in adversity. He 
added : " Although the way which leads me out 
of this world is very disagreeable, yet I have 
reason to praise God that he has made choice of 
it ; that he has shewn me the approaching death 
aforehand, and at the same time has extricated 
me out of the pleasures and dissipations of this 
life. In no other manner should I have become 
acquainted with truth, or should have rrformed 
my sentiments ; though I am sure I should have 
adopted Christianity in all situations of life, if I 
had known it so well as I do now : And yet, I 
never should have taken proper time to examine 
into it. When I formerly thought oij death, it 
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had but little effect upon me. I rather :sup- 
pressed it^ sometimes by thiiddng it vtaB a firte 
which could not be avoided^ and therefore was 
not to be called into our thoughts before there 
was occasion for it : sometimes, by persuading 
myself it was folly taj^embitter the present en* 
joyments^ by thinking on what was to come» 
Even when I was in danger of my ]i(6, 1 avoided 
looking into futurity. I have been sometimes sd 
dangerously ill^ that my life has been despured 
of; I had been riding furiously^ and no longer 
ago than last summer broke my arm^ by being 
thrown from my horse, but it never entered my 
thoughts to look one step further than this pre^ 
sent life.** 

Being reminded of self-examination, he said : 
*' He did it every day. It was an occupation he 
liked.'* — Among other things, he said : ^ I know 
my administration of state affairs is very blame^ 
able before God and men, and my own con^^ 
science> on account of the bad principles bj 
which I Was actuated, namely, levity, haste^ 
pride, and selfishness^ How far they are wrcmg^ 
either upon the whole or singly considered in a 
political light, I am unable, indeed, to determine^ 
because I shall not live to see the consequences^ 
However, I must expect to have been subject id 
error in my pditieal principles as well as I have 
been in my religious one^* I leave this point ta 
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be decided by those that aurvive me^ and I sub^ 
mit to their judgment This only I can and 
must say^ (for I should speak an untruth if I was 
to speak otherwise) that I am not conscious of 
any bad intentions." 

After this a conversation ensued about the 
Lord's Supper. When it was finished, I told 
him that a poor peasant^ who met me to-day 
in the street, called out to me : '' Father, do what 
you can to convince Struensee that he has sinned 
against our Lord Jesus Christ ; and if he ac- 
knowledges this he will be saved.'* The Count 
was much pleased on account of the Christian 
love which this man had shewn ; and observed, 
that Christianity cduld instil sentiments of hu- 
manity into the minds of illiterate people whose 
^souls were not refined by education. 

'' Reading */' said he, '' will not sufficiently 

* There is one deficiency in the course adopted by Dr. 
Munter, which the reader cannot fail to remark — that at no 
time does he place in the hands of his convert any manual of 
prayer. This might probably arise from the scarcity of such 
books in the German language. But in a country like our pwn, 
where they exist in great number and variety, they should not 
be omitted. Our inestimable liturgy is of itself almost a suf^ 
.fipient manual of devotion for any one ; but if others are w^ted 
which are more adapted to particular cases, they will be found 
in the Catalogue of the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge. The Prayers and Meditations in Bishop Taylor's Holy 
Dying, with very slight alterations, would have been admirably 



168 CONVERSION AND DEATH 

entertain me at presertt, therefore I have been 
yrriting to-day." Among the rest he had written 
the following letter to Lady Perkentin, at Pinne- 
berg^ and he desired me to take care that it 
might be safely delivered. The following is the 
letter : 

'' My Lady, 

'' I make use of the first moments which per- 
mit me to write to you. Business, duties, and 
my late connexions, have, perhaps, lessened in 
me the remembrance of my former friends, but 
they have not been able to obliterate their me- 
mory entirely. My present leisure has revived 
it the more lively. If my silence has raised sus- 
picion against my former sentiments, I beg par- 
don of all those that are intitled to my gratitude, 
and of you, my Lady, in particular. This, how- 
ever, is not the only advantage which the change 
of my fate has produced. I owe my knowledge of 
the Truth to it, it has procured me a happiness 
of which I had no more expectation, since I had 
already lost sight of it. I intreat you to con- 
sider my misfortunes in no other light but that 
of religion. I gain more by it than ever I can lose> ! 
and I feel and assure you of this with conviction^ > 

suited to the case befove us. The whole book, indeed,, with the 
exception of the controversial part, is fuU of Christian conso- 
lation« 
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€ase, and joy of heart.) I beg of you to repeat 
•what I now write in the house of Count Ahlefeld 
and at Ranzau. I am under great obligations 
to these two families^ and it has grieved me the 
more to have drawn with me into misfbrtunes 
persons which are related to them. Permit me, 
my Lady, to add to this njy respects to Lady 
Thun and the family of Mr. de Waitz. I remain, 
with most respectful sentiments," &c. 

' '' April %Q,\71%:' 

The Thirty-Jifth Conference. April 2(>. 

I CAME to-day to the Count with General Lieu^ 
tenant Holben, who, at my request, was present 
at his receiving the sacrament. I administered 
it to him : and this man, who received his sen- 
tence of death without any appearing alteration 
of mind, was during the whole time of this sacred 
transaction as if he was melting into tears. I 
never observed a tear in his eyes as often as we 
were talking about his misfortunes and death ; 
but on account of his sins, the moral misery into 
which he had thrown himself and others, on 
account of the love of God towards him and all 
mankind, he has wept more than I myself should 
have believed, if I had not seen it. 

When the whole transaction of receiving the 
sacrament was over, he begged leave of the 
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commander of the castle to make {nresents of the 
trifles that he had left^ his bed^ his hxim, and 
the little money which he have saved out of his 
allowance^ which was a rix-doUar or a crowo 
every day. He said : '^ I have now no more 
property." 

. He then took his farewell of the commander 
in a very affecting manner : thanked him for all 
kindness he had shewn him^ and declared that 
he had not denied him any favour that was in 
his power to grant. The old venerable man 
left him with these words : ^M am sure we shall 
find one another again before the throne of 
God.'' 

When we were alone again he said : ^' No- 
thing is now of great importance to me^ but to 
be certain that I shall appear before God with 
all possible sincerity and uprightness of senti- 
ment. I therefore have examined myself once 
more carefully^ and I find a kind of pleasure in it^ 
because it is my duty. I am conscious that I 
perform every thing cheerfully and without the 
least reluctance^ since^ enlightened by Chris- 
tianity, I have learnt what is my duty. Thus 
jbave I thought myself obliged to draw up the 
Account of my conversion, which is in your pos^ 
session, to efface, as much as possible, that im- 
pression which I have made upon others by my 
COB versatioa and example. I can assure you, I 
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felt more satidfaetion in writing it than ever I 
did in drawing up other things that partly con- 
cerned my defence. I have more minutely ex- 
amined my administration of state a£^rs ; and I 
can^ according to my conscience, judge of it no 
otherwise than I told you yesterday. I go into 
eternity conscious that it was not my intention 
to make the king or the nation unhappy. It is 
true I have, within a short time, amassed consi« 
derahle riches> and taken advantage of the King s 
favour towards me 'in a manner I cannot answer 
for; but I never have falsified the accounts, 
though much in this respect seems to be against 
me ; and I can blame nobody who thinks me 
culpable." 

It is difficult to dismiss every suspicion on this 
head against Struensee. And, if he was guilty, 
of how little value would be his conversion ! It 
has made me uneasy frequently, and even now 
still after his death. All manner of appearances^ 
his own confession that he could not free himself 
from all suspicion, and many other evidences are 
against him. However, on the other side, it 
makes me easy that he confessed greater and 
more punishable crimes without constraint, but 
denied this with a firmness, calmness of mind, and 
confidence, which, inexplicable to the matter ve* 
mains, makes it difficult to believe him guilty. 
/^ I have traced out/' continued he, ^ the origin 

11 
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from which my present calmness and tranquillity 
proceeds. I am sure they are quite different 
from those which afforded me comfort in my 
former misfortunes. It is quite impossible^ ii| 
my present situation^ to draw my thoughts from 
my imminent danger by dissipation. Approach- 
ing death is not so easily expelled from one's 
thoughts. I feel no more of any pride. I am 
too sensible how little I am in this my prison. I 
detest the principle that teaches there are no 
expectations after death. Nothing but the assu- 
rance of the divine mercy through faith in Christ, 
and the consciousness that I spare no pains to 
make my sentiments acceptable before God com- 
forts and composes me." 

'' However," added he, *' this my ease makes 
me not idle ; for I continue, and shall do so until 
the very last^ to search earnestly after all those 
things in me which still may displease God, that 
I may avoid them as much as possible.'' 

Among the many proofs he gave of this, I 
shall only mention the following, because it shews 
how scrupulously conscientious he was. 

*' I think," said he, ^ that it is the duty of a 
Christian to pray before he sits down to a meal, 
though my sentiments in this respect do not 
favour superstition. It is but just to direct our 
thoughts on such occasions, full of gratitude, 
towards him who supplies our wants in this way. 
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I, therefore^ have made it for some time a rule to 
pray before and after dinner and supper. How* 
ever, my old custom had frequently so much 
power over me^ that I oftentimes sat down to 
eat before I had said grace. Now it may be 
equally the same whether I direct my thoughts 
towards God before or after having taken two or 
three spoonftilsof soup; but it has vexed me to 
find that my own careless way of thinking has 
made me forget what I thought to be my duty." 
Will not my readers approve of this conscien- 
tiousness in a man who formierly indulged him- 
self in every thing his passions drove him to 2 

The Thirty 'Sewnth Conference. April 27. 

I FOUND him to-day in the most unfeigned tran- 
^juillity of mind^ to which^ indeed^ I had been wit- 
ness for several weeks past^ but which appeared 
more and more striking to me the nearer the time 
of his death advanced. I praised God in my 
hearty who shewed so much mercy to this unhappy 
man ! How often did I wish that I were not the 
only man upon earth who heard him speak so 
composedly about his death. 

He had written another letter to the Chamber- 
lain de Brandt^ the brother of the unhappy Count, 
which he desired me to get delivered. Several 
other papers^ which he had written in his prison^ 



174 CCm VERSION akd deaith 

were incbsed ia a cover^ and sealed up bf me m 
the presence of tlie commander of the castle^ who 
once more did us the favour to come into the 
prison^ The other papers, which consisted of 
those writings of mine, which I had given him 
from time to time, and tiie two letters of- his 
parents to him, he delivered to me likevrise. 
And now he had ^ set his house in order J* 

The tcUowing is the letter to the Chamberlain 
de Brandt. 
""Sir, 

^' Permit me to bewail with ywi and the Lady 
your mother, the &te of our dear Enevold. D6 
not think me unworthy of sharing this your grief 
with you, though accidentally I have been the 
cause of it. You know how much I love him. 
He was the man of all the world who possessed 
the largest share of ]£iy friendship.: His mlsfbiv 
tunes gave me the greatest anxieity^ and my owa 
have been on this account most painfial to me 
He his jshared my prosperity with me, and I trust 
that we now both together shall enjoy tiiat faap^ 
piness which our Redeemer has promised us*rj 
do not know any thing wherewith I coidd cono- 
fort you. You are acquamted with religiom 
There I found refuge to comfort me on aci^bunt 
of my misfortune. I pray to God, that he in thi^ 
very moment will let you feel all its power* I 
;8hall not cease to entertain a most lively sense of 
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gratitude for all those persons^ wMdh: are de^ir to 
me at Ranzau. I am wholly your's.'* 

Aprilihe 27th, 1772. 

P.S. I have been in hopes^and stiU flatter 
myself^ that the sentence of my friend will be 
mitigated." 

' The subject of our to-dayfs^ conreri^ion yrm 
chiefly upon the redemption of Christ I re^ 
peaied mostly what I had spoken on the subject 
already when we purposely treated on it. He said 
many striking: arid edifying things on this occa- 
sion ; but Hiid emotion my heart was ih^ prevented 
my perfect remembrance of eadb particular. The 
following Is part of it. 
f ' . ^^ I look upon the reconciliation of men to God; 



through the death of Christy as the only means of 
receiving forgiveness of sins* Every thing else, 
which is believed to serve the same purpose^ is 
apparently insufficient. But this is conformable 
to an our notions of God ; it produces ideassuit>- 
able to the attributes of God ; it is founded on 
the best reasons^ and procures us comfort and 
cheerfulness at the time when death appr^mches. 
Whoever will not adopt and make use of this 
redemption^ declares that he will neither be vif» 
tiious^ nor fear God ; for he rejects the strongest 
motives which God could ever propose to man- 
kind^ to fear him and to love virtue ; he slights 
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the assistance of God^ without which nobody can 
be honest or good.'* 

He added : *' I leave the world fully con- 
vinced of the truth of the Christian religion." 
I then turned our conversation upon the love of 
a pious Christian towards God^ I shewed him 
how much we were obliged to entertain this love 
on account of the redemption^ and asked him 
how he found his love towards God and his Re- 
deemer. He said : 

'^ I look upon God and Christ as my best 
friends ; and in this view I consider those obliga- 
tions of love which I owe to God and my Re-^ 
deemer. I first must know and feel for what I 
am indebted to my friend and benefactor. H^ is 
desirous of making me happy^ he finds the means 
of doing it^ he sacrifices on my account what he 
loves and what is dear to him. As long as I do 
not acknowledge this^ or do not know how td 
value the same^ so long am I unworthy of his 
friendship^ and do not love him. I am further 
obliged to shew my readiness to act according to 
his intentions ; else I am ungrateful^ and want 
him to be my friend only for self-interest^ and to 
do nothing myself that was worthy of his friend^ 
ship. You see here the principles according to 
which I love God and my Redeemer. I know 

what God haa done for ml and «h.t it has cosi 
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Christ to procure my salvation. I know how 
great the hlessing is which I shall enjoy through 
him. But I am likewise conscious that I do 
whatever I can^ to act according to the will of 
God^ to rectify my sentiments^ and to prepare 
myself for (death in a manner which may he ac- 
ceptahle before God. I submit without the least 
reluctance to his will in regard to myself^ because 
I know he loves me. I look upon my deaths and 
all those awful and ignominious circumstances 
that are to attend it^ as things which God found 
necessary for my own good. In the beginning 
of my confinement^ I thought quite different 
from what I do now, even when I recollected 
that my affairs might perhaps turn out in the 
manner that they do now. I wished to fall sick 
and to die. I even had the thought of abstain- 
ing from eating and to starve myself to death : 
yet I never should have laid hands on myself, 
though I should have had an opportunity for it. 
I now praise God heartily that neither of the two 
has taken place/' 

I told him, that these sentiments gave me great 
satisfaction in regard to his salvation, and that I 
saw now how great reason he had to be so calm 
and so composed as I found him. 

^' Yes, thanks be to God,** said he, '^ I am as 
satisfied as a man can be who sees his greatest 
happiness before him. I therefore humbly adore 

N 
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the mercy of God, and the power of religion. 
If it happens that my tranquillity is interrupted 
for some moments, it is caused by the wish to be 
convinced that I have fiilfilled all those cobt 
ditions under which God will grant me mercy; 
and that I am such as God wants me to be. I 
therefore have taken the book of Spalding into 
my hands again, to satisfy myself on this poinf 
I answered. 

That I did not know of any other conditions 
of our salvatioi]^ and the Bible taught us no other 
but these two :| an unlimited confidence in God 
through Christ, and an earnest d^ire to thinb 
and to act always according to the will of God» 
And since he was conscious that he believed in 
Christ, and that he loved God, he had no re^ason 
to doubt of his being pardoned before God. i Hq 
then said : 

^' 1 have examined myself in all r^pects % 
could think of, and I find nothing that can make 
me uneasy. If I found any thing of this kind, I 
should have told you of it, and have asked your 
advica But how easily may I have ov^erlooked 
many things which are known to God ; and if so^ 
what will he do T 

He will forgive you, said I, because you have; 
done what you could do in those circumstances 
you were in. We cannot raise ourselves to per-> 
faction*) 
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We a&exwwd» ponsulted and setiiled how we 
fdiiojuld act tfHxxofXQYf, it feeing the day when he 
VM to die. I promiaed to he with him somQ 
hours hefore he went to the i^cafibld ; for, acr 
Qprding to the png'9 oyder, I dmst not gp along 
i^irith him to thp place of execution ; I WM to go 
he^or^ him, ^4 tp receive hin» there. 

He degii?ed m? to c^rry on ouy cpwver^ationt 
to-morrow^ as composedly and as cooily. as 
hitherto. He wished that we might finish what 
we had to do on the scaffold as quick as possible, 
and that I might keep up my spirits, that he 
might not see. me suffer. As for himself, he 
diould say nothing there but what he thought 
ahsoluteLy necesstja^y; for he would direct his 
thimghts entirely towi^ds God, and that eternity 
he was to enter into. 

I told him, that according to jthe ritual I was 
to ask him a great n^ny questions, but that I 
tti|Qught I had a right of shortening them. I did 
this in his presence, wrote the questions down, 
which I was to ask him, and read thejn to him 
adSberwards. 

.^' I do not choose," said he, ^' to see my brother 
axjid to take leave of him, on account of the ten- 
deniess of our situation. I heg therefore of you 
to do it in my name. I entreat his pardon, for 
drawing him with me into misfortunes, but I 
hfi^ and 9m certain that his afiiatirs will turn 

n2 
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out well. I assure him of my leaving this world 
with true brotherly affection for him. Tell him 
likewise of the sentiments in which I die^ and 
how you find me.'* 

This commission, which was the most tender 
and most moving I ever had, I discharged, by 
the leave of the commander, this very evening, 
and carried back the answer of the much affected 
brother. 

The Thirty-eighth Conference. April 28. 

According to the account of the officer who had 
the watch that night, the Count, who now was 
certainly no more an unhappy man, had been 
reading a good while the preceding evening, and 
went to bed pretty early. He had slept for five 
or six hoi^s together very soundly. When he 
awakened in the morning, he had spent a good 
while in deep meditation. He then got up^ 
dressed himself, and conversed with the officer 
very composedly. 

I found him lying on a couch, dressed as he 
intended to gq to the place of execution. He 
was reading ShlegeFs sermons on the sufferings ; 
of Christ, and received me with his usual serene 
and composed countenance. He said : 

'^ I was thinking last night whether it might 
not strengthen me in my way to death, if I was 
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to fill my fancy with agreeable images of eternity 
and future bliss. I might have used for this 
purpose Ztocatefs Prospects into Eternity : but 
I will not venture to do this. I rather think it 
better to take this great step in cool considera* 
tion. Fancy^ if once put in agitation^ can soon 
take a false turn. It could dismiss (perhaps) at 
once my agreeable and pleasing prospects of 
eternity, and eagerly catch at the formidable 
circumstances of deaths by which means I fear 
that I should be unmanned. Even in going to 
the place of execution^ I will not indulge it> but 
rather employ my reason in meditating on the 
walk of Christ to his deaths and apply it to my- 
self.'* 

He then desired me, if I thought it necessary, 
to assure his judges in his name once more, that 
what he had confessed, was in all respects the 
truth, and that he had not wilfully concealed 
any thing, which he himself or others could be 
charged with. He continued : 

^' When I awoke this morning and found that 
it was day-light, my whole body was seized with 
a vehement tremblmg. I took directly to prayer, 
and considered the comforts of religion. I 
prayed for the King, that God's wisdom and 
mercy might guide him, and that he personally 
might be perfectly happy. I soon recovered my 
spirits again. I am now calm and composed. 
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and I am sure I shrill remain do. W&y^MiM I 
make myself uneasy, when I am fally conviniced 
<»f my salvation? Grod has foi^Ven nie my mm^ 
and even those which I do not remfembei* ; hk 
has pardoned me for those things whibh he still 
dislikes in me^ and which I by self^-examinatiosi 
could not discover, and therefore could not i^ 
form. God cannot forgive vice in general, with^ 
out doing the same in every particular sp^^ies Ivf 
vicfe. The remembrance of the suffistings of 
Christi who has satisfied God for aU ihen; assures 
me of thiii. And since I am so cettain of my 
salvation, I do not dread death. Fear of deiith 
would be inconsistent under circumsitmeeii so 
full of a happy eternity. Besides, I cannot coin* 
plain that iny fate is too hard. I knoirir that I 
deserve this and still moire; But, ' who shall lay 
any thing to the charge df God's eldct ? — ^Who is 
he that condemneth T " 

I took the opportunity he gkre me, to eit>lain 
to him the whole eighth chapter of Bt. Paul to 
the Romahs : there w»e so many beautifiil pas- 
sages which were exeeUeiitly well adiptett to his 
former ahd his present situation. The id^ist 
Visible calmness Was to be observed in his wHole 
bountenahce ; and hto frequently ptevefatfed my 
going on, by falling into the same observations 
I was just going to make in order to strength^ 
his faith. 

10 
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He now asked me : ^^ How far am I permitted 
to keep up my fortitude by natural means ? For 
instance : by endeavouring to retain my presence 
of mind, and not to permit myself to be carried 
away by imagination and fancy." I answered. 

If God has given you a certain strength of 
soul, it is his will that you should make use of it, 
in those moments when you stand most in need 
of it. But no inward pride or any ill-founded 
complacency is to interfere. You are to do 
nothing merely for the sake of being applauded 
by the spectators on account of your resolution 
and composure. You are to be above such 
things. God loves sincerity, which consists in 
shewing ourselves outwardly as we are inwardly. 
Shew yoursdf therefore exactly in the man- 
ner as you feel yourself within. If you even 
should be so much afifected as to shed tears, do 
not hide them, and do not be ashamed of them ; 
for they are no dishonour to you. You cannot 
conceal from yoinrself, even unto the very last 
moment of your life, why you are to die. You 
would do wrong, and offend true Christians, if 
you were to die with a cheerfulness, which can 
only Ml to the share of those that suffer for the 
sake of truth and virtue. I wish to see you on 
the scaffold with visible signs of repentance and 
9orrow, but at the same time with a peace of 
inind which arises from a confidence of being 
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pardoned before God. I should even dislike to 
see you conceal the natural fear of death. He 
liaid: 

^' I am certainly not inclined to make any shew 
before men. Nothing can be now more desir- 
able to me than to please God^ and to conquer the 
terrors of death. If I should force myself to ap- 
pear outwardly different from what I am within^ 
it would happen to me what happens to a man^ 
who is to speak to an eminent person^ and has 
well considered every thing he is going to say, 
but now begins to stammer, and, by endeavour- 
ing to prevent this, becomes quite speeqhless. 
I shall, as much as lies in my power, direct my 
thoughts towards God, and not disturb myself 
by studying to satisfy the expectation of the 
spectators. Therefore I shall say nothing on the 
scaffold, but what you yourself shall give me oc- 
casion for." 

I assure you^ said I, I shall give you very few 
opportunities for it ; the scaffold is neither for 
you nor for me the place for speaking much. 
When you are there, it will be your business to 
strengthen your thoughts as much as possible, 
^^forgettif^ those things which are behind, and 
reax^hing forth unto those things which are be^ 
forer 

'' Now," said he, " since I am so near death, I 
find how necessary and how beneficial to men 
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the positive assertion of CHrist is of tlie existence^ 
i)f eternity. If I was not sure of this, mere reasoa 
would give me but little satisfaction upon this 
question : Whether a few hours hence any thing 
would be left of me that retained its life ? — ^I can 
likewise tell you, from my present experience, 
that a bad conscience is worse than death. I now 
find comfort against death, but as long as the 
former lasted, I had no peace within me. I be- 
lieve that I should have become quite hardened, 
if this wound had not been healed. 

" I believe you have observed, that I would 
not let those sensations which were produced by 
my certainty of being pardoned before God,, 
grow very lively. They might have hindered 
me in my studying to reform my heart, and in 
examining myself. But now I enjoy the comfort 
of being conscious to have done what I could ta 
please God/' 

In the above-mentioned letter to the chamber- 
lain de Brandt, he had said that he had become 
innocently the cause of his brother's misfortunes. 
He desired me to explain these words to him : 
" That he, with a good intention, had brought 
his friend Brandt to Copenhagen, and had kept 
him from withdrawing himself when he had 9 
good opportunity for it." 

Now the door of the prison opened, for which 
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tke Count kimself neret, but I rery oftdn^ had 
looked witli a fettrfiil expectation. — ^An officer 
came in^ and desired me, if I pleased, to step 
into the coach, and to go before the Count to 
tibe place of execution. I was much moved and 
effected. The Count, as if it did not concern 
him in the least, comforted me by saying : 

*^ Make yourself easy, iSay dear friend, by con* 
sidering the happiness I am going to enter into,, 
ahd with the consciousness thftt God ha* made 
you a means of procuring it for me." 

I embraced him, recommending him to the 
lote and mercy of God, and hastened to the 
pla^e of execution. 

He being soon called after m^i got up irom 
hiis couch, and followed those which were to con-- 
duct him. Coming out of the prison and getting 
into the coach, he bowed to those that were 
standing around. Upon the way to the place of 
execution, he partly spoke to the officer who 
was with him in the coach, partly sat in deep 
meditation. 

: As soon as both the condemned were arrived 
in their respective coaches near the scaffi>ld, and 
Coubt Btandt had mounted it first, I got into 
^e coach of Struensee, and orda*ed the ooach^ 
man to turn about, to prevent his having the 
prospect of the sca£Ebld. 
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^ I have seeil him alreidy/' said he. I could 
not recollect myself so soon> and he finding mf 
ibi6teiness> said, with a smiliiig cdmitcinance, 
'^ Pray do not miiid me. I see yoii soffelr. Re^ 
rbtmhex litaA €kld Ims made yoti an mstimmeni 
in my amversion. I can imagine how pleEMsing 
it muist bd to you td be iioAsdous of this. I shall 
|Nra&e God irith you in eternity that you have 
aaved ifajr soul.** 

I was still more affected than beibirb>itd gaid> 
that I should Iddh Updn this trausacticAi of mine 
SB the most remarkable one duritig my whote life^ 
since God had blessed it ^itii so 8elf<-rewarding 
a success. It wa6 a pleai^ing thought to me> that 
we should cbntinu6 dur friendship in A future 
world — I lihould have comforted him> but he> 
in this case, cbmforted m& He desired me then 
to remember him to several of his acquldntance> 
and to tell some of them, that if he, by his don*^ 
versation and actionsi had misled them in their 
notions of virtue tmd religion, he, as a dyihg 
maui acknowledged the injury he had done> 
begged them to efface these impressions, ind td 
forgive him; 

After some silence dn both sides, he asked me : 

f ^ Suppoiie God, since he ktaows aU things^ should 

see that in case I had lived longler, I shouM not 

have kept faithfully to Aiy present {irintipl^^ 

and sentiments; could that havi^ any influence 
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upon that judgment which I shall soon received' 
I answered^ 

God judges by actions that are committed^ 
not by those that are not. He judges men accord- 
ing as he finds them when they leave this world. 
He is love itself^ and ^' has no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth!" He certainly will not 
condemn any one who dies in fulfilling those 
conditions under which he has promised his par« 
lion. He then continued : 
! " It is true, I return late to God, but I know 
that he, who is firom eternity, cares not for the 
length or shortness of time in which man has 
endeavoured to please him. Our Saviour says, 
without determining any thing relative to this 
matter, ' He that comes to me, I will in no wise 
cast out ;' I will therefore not make myself un- 
easy that I have kept myself so long from God 
and virtue. '* 

On seeing the great number of spectators, I 
told him, that among these thousands, were 
many that would pray to God to have mercy 
upon him. 

'' I hope so," said he, '' and the thought pleases 
me." He soon after added : 

'^ It is a solemn sight to see so many thousands 
of people together ; but what are these thou- 
sands, when compared with the whole sum of all 
God's creatures, and how very little appears one 
single man in such a comparison? Nevertheless 
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<xod loves every individual man so much^ that he 
has procured his salvation by sacrificing his own 
Son. What a love is this ! 

^' You see me/' continued he, '' outwardly, the 
same as I find myself within/' And I perceived, 
all the while i was sitting with him in the coach> 
no alteration, but that he was pale, and that it 
was more difficult for him to think and to con- 
verse than it was some days before, or even this 
very morning. However, he had Ms full pre- 
sence of mind, knew several of those that stood 
about the coach^ bowed to many by pulling off 
his hat, and to some he bowed with a friendly 
mien. 

^^ My ease,** said he, ^' is not a forced one. I 
cannot recollect any cause from which this ease 
arises, that could displease God. I am not am- 
bitious to gain the applause of men, and I do 
not promise that I shall not shew any uneasiness 
upon the scaffold. I now have disagreeable sen- 
sations, and I shall have more there, which I will 
not endeavour to conceal. But you may be. 
assured, that my soul will look with calmness 
and hope beyond death. And how little is that 
which I am going to suffer, when I compare it 
with the sufferings Christ bore when he died. 
Recollect only his words : ' My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me V and consider, what 
excruciating pain it must have caused him^ to. 
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hang for M^vBral faaucs on the csoss befdK he 
diedr 

I exhorted him agaaa Aot to d^w aay affected 
fortitude in thes^ last moments whldi was not 
natural to him. Siicb affec^tjom would eg^r 
taittly displease Gx>d> and if he now stiU would 
mind what <the spectators might thinks J ini^t 
tell him, that only a &w short-sj^bt^ people 
would beliexrp his affected firmness to i^Jtryi^, / 

1 then said : Christ , prayed for ]m murde^i^ 
eran on .the jcross. May I rely ujp^n your lea¥*? 
ing ihis wprld wUh the same septimenis of lo^i^e 
tp wards those you might haye reason tpihink 
your enemies ? 

*', first,** said hB, " I hope that tt^ej^s is. no one 
who has a personal hatred i^ainst m^ ; bvJ> Ht^ 
&ose who have promoted my misfortuneSji hmQ 
done it withan inteub of doing good> $^Q«^n^t 
I look upon mjrself already as a citizen 9f an^r 
ther worl4> and that I am obliged to mi^egtmu 
sentiments conformable :to this jdigl^ity : ^n^i I ^^ 
sure, that if I was to see tiiose. who mi^t p^r^ 
haps be my enemies here, in the jUiss ,Qf ik^tk 
world which I hope to enter into, it would &;y^ 
me the highest satisfaction^ I pray to .God ihf4r 
if my enemies might xepent of their beba^QPj^ 
towards me, this repentance m&y induce theip to, 
look out for that salvation which I promise my.-? 
self ihcough the mercy of God.'' ) 
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Thougb I could not see the seaffold, yet I 
guessed, from the motion of the spectators^ that 
it was Struensee's turn to mount it. I endear 
Youred to prepare him for it by a short prayer, 
and within a few moments we were called. Ue 
passed with decency and humbleness through 
the spectators, and bowed to some of them. 
With some difficulty he mounted the stairs; 
When we came up, I spoke very concisely, and 
with a low voice, upon these leords of Christ.; 
^ He that believeth in me, thpugh lie were dead, 
yet shall he live."' It would have been impo&s 
sible for me to speak much and Ipud, eren if 1 
had attempted it. 

I observed here, that he shewed not the least 
affectation in his conduct upon the scaffold c I 
found him to be one who knew that he was to. 
die, on account of his crimes, by the hands of the 
executioner. He was pale, it was difficult ifor 
him to speak, the fear of death was visible in his 
whole countenance ; but at the same time, suin 
Bussion, calmness,^ and hope, were expressed m 
his air and deportment. 

His sentence, and afterwards the King^B confirm 
mation of it, were read to him ; his coat of arnm 
was publicly shewn^ and broken to pieces. Bury 
ing the time that his chains were taking off, I 
put the following questions to him : Are you 
truly sorry for all those actions by which yois 
hare offended God and men ? 
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^^ You know my late sentiments on this point, 
and I assure you they are this very moment still 
the same/' 

Do you trust in the redemption of Christ, as 
the only ground of your being pardoned before 
God ? 

'' I know no other means of receiving God'a 
mercy, and I trust in this alone." 

Do you leave this world without hatred or ma- 
lice against any person whatever ? 

^^ I hope nobody hates me personally ; and 
as for the rest, you know my sentiments on 
this head, they are the same as I told you just 
before." 

I then laid my hand upon his head, saying : 
Then go in peace whither God calls you ! Hia 
grace be with you f 

He then began to undress, and inquired of 
the executioners how far he was to uncover him- 
self, and desired them to assist him. He then 
hastened towards the block, that was stained and 
still reeking with the blood of his friend, laid 
himself quickly down, and endeavoured to fit 
his neck and chin properly into it. When his 
hand was cut off, his whole body fell into con-^ 
vulsions. The very moment when the execu-- 
tioner lifted up the axe to cut off his hand, I 
began to pronounce slowly the words ; *' Re- 
member Jesus Christ crucified, who died, but is 
risen again," Before I had fijiished these words^ 
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both hand and head^ severed from the body, lay 
before my feet. 

# 4^ # # # # 
How wonderful is God, and how great his 
care for the salvation of men^ that aAs still ca- 
pable of being saved ! But how different is the 
judgment we are to pronounce over such men^ 
according to the principles of the kingdom of 
God, from that which the world pronounces ! 
If Count Struensee had remained in his former 
prosperity, and died a natural death, he might 
have been called a great and enlightened man 
through all ages, even if he had been at the bot- 
tom the greatest villain. The world has seen 
him die a malefactor; but the disposition in 
which he left the world will be a suflScient in- 
ducement for true Christians to forgive him the 
ignominy wherewith he had stained his life, and 
to praise God that he died well. 
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TO DR. MUNTER. 



You desire^ my dear friend^ that I should leave 
behind me my thoughts^ how I was induced to 
alter my sentiments in regard to religion. You 
have been witness of it. You have been my 
guide^ and therefore I am infinitely obliged to 
you. I satisfy your desire with so much greater 
pleasure^ as it will afford me an opportunity of 
recollecting the train of ideas and impressions of 
mind which have produced my present senti* 
ments, and confirm my present conviction. 

My unbelief and my aversion to religion^ were 
founded neither upon an accurate inquiry into its 
truths nor upon a critical examination of those 
doubts that are generally made against it. 
They arose^ as is usual in such cases, from a very 
general and superficial knowledge of religion on 
one side, and much inclination to disobey its 
precepts on the other, together with a readiness 
to entertain every objection which I discovered 
against it. You know how indifferent that com- 
mon instruction in religion is which is given in 

The reader will recollect that not a word of this account hai 
"betn changed by the Editor. 
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public schools : yet I was to blame not to have 
made use of the private instructions and example 
of my parents. Since my fourteenth year all my 
time was taken up in studying physic. If I 
afterwards spent much time in reading other 
books, it was only to divert myself, and to ex- 
tend my knowledge of those sciences by means 
of which I hoped to make my fortune. The 
violence of the passions which made me abandon 
myself in my youth to all sensual pleasures and . 
extravagancies, left me scarce time to think of 
morality, much less of religion. 

When experience afterwards taught me how 
little satisfaction was to be found in the irregular 
enjoyment of such pleasures, and reflection con- 
vinced me that a certain Ipward satisfaction was 
requisite for my happiness, such as cannot be 
attained either by the observance of particular 
duties, or by the omission of scandalous excesses^; 
I therefore endeavoured to imprint in my mind 
such principles as I judged proper to govern my 
actions, and which I thought would answer thi^ 
end I had in view. But how did I undertake 
this task ? My memory was filled up with mor^} 
principles, but, at the same time, I had various 
excuses to reconcile a complying reason with the 
weaknesses and the infirmities of the human heart. 
My understanding was prepossessed with doubts 
and difficulties against the infallibility of those 
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means by which we arrive at truth and certainty. 
My will was, (if not folly determined, yet) secretly 
much inclined to comply only with such duties, 
as did not lay me under the necessity of sacri*^ 
ficing my £sivourite inclinations. These were 
my guides in my researches. 

I took it for granted, that in matters merely 
relative to the happiness of man, neither a deep 
understanding nor wit nor learning were required ; 
but our own experience and ideas only, of which 
every one must be conscious, were sufficient to 
find out the truth. The necessity of avoiding all 
disagreeable sensations of pain, of sickness, of 
reproaches, as well our own as those of others> 
made me think that an exact observation of 
duties towards myself and my neighbour, were 
of the greatest consequence. However, I be^ 
lieved, from the consideration of God and the 
nature of man, that there were no particular ob* 
ligations towards the Supreme Being, besides 
those which are derived from the admiration of 
his greatness and the general gratitude on ac- 
count of our existence. The actions of man, as 
&r as they are determined by notions produced 
by natural instincts, by agreeable or disagreeable 
impressions of external objects, of education, of 
custom, and the different circumstances he is in, 
appeared to me to be such, as could in particular 
instances neither please nor displease God,: any 
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more than the different events in nature^ which 
are founded in its eternal laws. I was satisfied 
in observing that general^ as well as particular^ in:- 
Btances tended to one point, namely, the preser^- 
ration of the whole ; and this alone was what I 
thought worthy of the care of a Supreme Being. 
My intention therefore was chiefly fixed upon the 
duties I owed to my neighbours, the observance 
of which would as well promote my outward hap- 
piness, as give me inward satisfaction. 

The desire which every one feels to be vir- 
tuous, and a natural inclination for actions use- 
ful in society, induced me to use my utmost en- 
deavours to acquire a habit of virtue. But how 
could I find out true virtue, as I did not seek 
for it, where it was only to be found ? What a 
difference is there in the opinions of philosophers 
about its nature and its motives ; how contra- 
dicting is the judgment of men on account of the 
effects it produces in psurticular cases ! Yet these 
were to determine my method of acting, even if 
Ood did not judge me, and I should resign my- 
self up to my conscience, which is so easily mis- 
led, so often overpowered by passions, and so 
ftequently not to be heard at all. I found at 
least, how easy it was to deceive ourselves in re- 
gard to our sentiments, though they were en- 
tirely left to our own judgment* I found on the 
other side many that were well inclined, though 
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they w»e quite inactive. These and other .re- 
flections induced me to think, that virtue con* 
sisted in nothing else, but in actions which are 
useful to society, and in a desire of producing 
them. — ^Ambition, love of our native country, 
natural inclination to what is good, a well regu- 
lated self-love, or even the knowledge of religion, 
when they are considered as motives of virtue, I 
looked upon as indifferent things, according as 
they happened to make different impressions 
upon particular persons.— Reason and reflection 
were, in my opinion, the only teachers and regu- 
lators of virtue. He is to be counted the most 
virtuous whose actions are the most useful, the 
most difficult to be practised, and of the most 
extensive influence ; and no one could be blamed 
who observed the laws of his country, and the 
true principles of honour. 

I thought I had found in the nature of man 
sufficient powers and springs to make him vir- 
tuous. Revealed religion I looked upon as un- 
necessary, since it could only convince men, 
whose understandings were less enlightened, of 
the obligations of virtue. The effects of religion 
I never had perceived within me, at least I never 
had regarded them. Its doctrines seemed to 
contradict all the rest of my notions. Its morals 
appeared to me too severe, and I believed I foimd 
them full as clear, perfect, and useful in4;he vmU 
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ings of philosophers. If you add to this^ the 
following doubts : Religion is known but among 
a small part of mankind^— it makes very little 
impression upon the mind, — ^its abuse has pro- 
duced a great many fatal consequences, — ^few of 
those that know it, act agreeably to its precepts, 
— \mt very little hope there is of a future life, — 
God's mercy will forgive the faults of error and 
|Mrecipitation, — the nature of man contradicts the 
precepts of religion and opposes them : and you 
will easily imagine what inferences I drew from 
thence. 

Reason guided by understanding, supported 
by ambition, self*love, and a natural inclination 
to what is good, became now the principle 
which determined my actions. To how many 
errors and mistakes was I exposed ! I found it 
not difficult to excuse my favourite passions, 
and give myself up entirely to the gratification 
of them. The indulgence of my sensual desires 
appeared to me, at the most, to be only weak- 
ness, if they were not attended with bad conse- 
quences either to myself or to others, and this 
could be prevented by prudence and circum- 
spection. I found that many who pretended to 
honour and virtue, yet indulged them, and ex- 
cused them. The manners of the times permit*^ 
ted silently liberties which were condemned only 
by the too rigid moralist, but were treated with 
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more indulgence and tenderness foy those that 
are acquainted with the human heart. Conti- 
n^ce was in my eyes a virtue produced by pre^ 
jiidice. Whole nations subsisted without know- 
ing or practising this virtua 

It is very humiliating to me^^ my dear friend, 
to repeat to you these &lse excuses, which ap-^ 
pear to me at present highly absurd. However, 
they win be found adopted by all those, that act 
not quite thoughtlessly, but attempt to apologize 
by arguments for the irregularity of their life^ 
How easy is it in this manner to palliate and to 
justify the indulgence of every one of our pas- 
sions t The ambitious man finds in all that he 
does patriotism and a laudable ambition; the 
self*conceited a noble pride, founded upon merit, 
and a justice which he owes to himself; the slan- 
derer a love of truth, and innocent mirth, &c. 

I hoped to escape those errors by an accuratcf 
self-examination, and an inquiry into the conse- 
quences of my actions. But how was I able to 
do this, were it possible to answer only for their 
most immediate consequences ? Did I not de- 
ceive myself in believing that I had the strongest 
intentions of doing good, and did really as much 
as I was able to do ? Was it infatuation, insen- 
sibility and affectation, when I flattered myself 
to find firmness and tranquillity in my present 
misfortunes ? When I searched into the j^auses 
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of them, I considered only the political ones^ and 
how much could I find to excuse myself, if I did 
but consider the nature of my situation, and the 
accidents it was subject to ? I had but s con- 
fused idea of my moral principles, and I could 
not reject them, without depriving myself of all 
comfort. My expectations of futurity I before 
told you : and by dissipating my thoughts, and 
directing them to other subjects, I could more 
easily bear my misfortunes, and support my na- 
tural disposition, as the impression an object 
makes upon our mind grows stronger by con- 
stantly reflecting upon it. 

In this condition, my dear friend, you found 
me, and we began our Conferences. You re- 
member how much I thought myself convinced 
of my principles, how strongly they were im- 
printed on my mind, and how much I guarded 
against every passion that could rise within me. 
However, I found it but just to inquire into a 
matter that concerned my happiness, and which 
might be of such consequence with regard to 
futurity. An opinion, where the greatest proba- 
bility amounts to certainty, receives still greater 
by examining that which is opposite to it And 
to answer the objections which can be made 
against it, requires at least as much attention 
from us as we bestowed upon the examination of 
the arguments which induced U9 to embrace it. 
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I 

Upon considering my moral principles Jbegan 
immediately to doubts whether they might not 
have been the cause of my mistaking what I 
chiefly aimed at^ namely^ the inward satis&ction 
of my actions. I was very sensible how much I 
deserved the reproaches of my own mind as 
well as those of others^ if it was only on ac* 
count of my unhappy friends, whose misfortunes 
greatly affected me. Might it not have been 
better to have judged of my actions more by 
thinking from whence they arose than to what 
they related, and what their consequences were ? 
How few would my pleasures have been, and 
how little would my life have been ! However, I 
should now have less necessity for repentance 
iand contrition, though before I must have had 
greater conflicts and struggles with myself. The 
times of my suffering are only altered. If the 
first had taken place, my troubles would have 
been shorter, but now I feel an uniform and 
continue series of disagreeable sensations. I 
then should have suffered only myself. — And 
what satisfaction have I received of all which 
fortune seemed to promise me ? My passions 
were perhaps gratified, but in such a manner as 
always left a void after them. My wishes were 
satisfied, but the anxiety I was under to preserve 
my possessions took away the greatest part oi 
their pleasure. I enjoyed a variety of pleasures 
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which^ by their nature^ destroy one another^ and 
are at the most nothing more than dissipations. 
I grew at last insensible to the pleasures of life, 
which is the natural consequence of being in 
possession of every thing which can render life 
easy and agreeable. I did not enjoy the com- 
forts of friendship and society^ as the situation! 
was in was extremely dissipated, and it required 
attention to a hundred trifles ; besides, thfe im^- 
possibility of diverting my thoughts from the 
little dependance I could place on it would not 
admit of any real satisfaction. Supposing, too, 
that I even had good intentions, and the lawful 
means of putting them into practice, and that 
my faults were only the consequences of j^inat* 
tention and natural weakness, I should lose all 
the comforts I might derive from the former, by 
reproaching myself on account of the latter. I 
might have avoided them by recollecting all 
their consequences, according to their different 
relations. However, even this was impossible 
when my passions represented to me the danger 
my own happiness and that of others was in, 
and the impossibility of providing against con- 
sequences which were then at a distance. When 
my passions and my reason were in opposition, 
and the understanding was to decide, I might 
have been always inclined in favour of that side 
where the pleasure seemed nearest, and pain at 

13 
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the greatest distance. Ambition and seUT-love^ 
and the influence our actions have upon one 
another^ are easily explained^ and in their appli^^ 
eation found sufficient to answer their purposes. 
I could not now deny but that my principles 
were not capable of procuring me moral tran<» 
quillity, that my passions had been the chief 
springs of all my actions, and that no other 
comfort remained for me but that which is 
derived from the inconstancy of human affairs. 
I might be indebted to my principles for my suc- 
cess in life^ and my activity : but I must reject 
them if they induced me to commit an action 
which deserves reproaches, and which destroy^ 
my inward happiness. 

I was ready to give up my former principles 
as soon as I could discover better. I saw that 
they were liable to two objections. My way 
of judging of the morality of my actions from 
their relations and consequences was neither 
safe nor certain. My arguments in favour of 
virtue might be equally applicable to justify the 
gratification of my passions as to control them. 
They were not suffici^itly strong in their effects, 
and were also liable to be misinterpreted when 
my passions became too impetuous. Consci* 
ence, the inward sense of what is good or bad, 
and the fear of God, seemed not to obviate this 
difficulty. I found sufficient reasons to disallow 
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tfaem^ and my sensuality would not permit me to^ 
feel their impression. Should these have taught 
me how to act with propriety and justice in ali 
circumstances^ and to make myself easy^ though 
the consequences^ the opinion of men, and the 
reproaches of my friends had been against me 1 
No doubt. But then my actions should have 
been derived from my sentiments, and these 
should have had a certain fixed rule to direct 
them, to prevent me from faUing into error. 

I perceived my mistake, that I had placed vir-^ 
tue in actions oidy, without regard to their in- 
tentions, and by this I had lost what I was pur- 
suing, inward contentment. GeUert shewed me 
the means by which I might have avoided it. 
Jerusalem convinced me what strength and as- 
sistance true devotion furnishes us with. Rein 
mams removed the doubts I had that God did 
not concern himself with the moral actions of 
men. I will not repeat the series of meditations 
which convinced me of the truth of what these 
excellent writers teach us. I shall only repeat a 
few of them, and those only which made the 
strongest impression upon me. 

Was it not the love of sensual pleasures which 
made me deny that truth which my reason as- 
sented to, and represented other objects and 
false notions as matters of consequence ?~Is 
there more safety and wisdom, where I %xA 
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simple principles^ which may be practised with 
clearness in all cases without exception^ or there 
where the variety of opinions and the conditions; 
which are innumerable, require more time for 
inquiring than action ! If the moral distinction 
between virtue and vice is not to be founded on 
the intentions, none caii pretend to virtue, at 
least, it does not depend upon our own will. 
The prudent, the cautious, the crafty, the hypo- 
crite, shall then be virtuous ; the simple, the 
careless, the unhappy, the sincere, shall then be 
called wicked. My inward satisfaction will de- 
pend on the opinion of others, and on accidents, 
if I cannot judge of my intentions by some fixed 
rules. 

. It is a very narrow notion to think that the 
universe, taken together, is only worth the atten- 
tion of the Supreme Being. We know that 
knowledge, and a combination of many parti- 
cular events and operating causes, which all 
tend to one end, produce actions of the greatest 
moral consequence to society. It is beyond 
man's ^i^city to represent to his mind these 
things at onde. He loses the sight of the whole 
by examining the parts separately. He is, there- 
fore, obliged f o fix his attention only upon those 
causes which are nearest and most sensible in 
their effects. Those which are more remote he 
must leave to chance, or, which is the same 

p 
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thing, he must suppose that they will not fitil df 
their end, though they are not in his power* 
But let us go further. He that views the most 
remote possible event at one view>. and knows 
how to direct every one of them to answer hi^ 
particular design, and to remove with the greatest 
facility the obstacles which are in his way^ de* 
serves, undoubtedly^ the name of a great man* 
The more regularity and harmony he can give to 
every part, the more can he depend upon the 
event. It must be displeasing if he cannot effect 
this. The faults of single soldiers cannot be 
pleasing to a good general in time of action^ if 
he perceives them, and he needs must discovec 
them. Many little irregularities render the whole 
imperfect. We overlook them^ because our abir 
Hties will not permit us to do otherwise, and we 
are used to despise what we cannot attain to for 
want of power. But it is absurd to apply this 
manner of reasoning to God, and to believe that 
he follows our example^ and takes care of the 
whole without attending to particular imperfect, 
tions. That position : God has regulated the 
whole in such a manner, that the particulajr inre-^ 
gularities of men are of no consequence,, and 
therefore indiSbrent to him, is founded qpoa 
this principle ; that man acts^ always .accordingp 
to a fetal necessity. God, tbefef ore,. will cer-^ 
tainly observe how far every individual actl 
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« 

his free-will consistently with his determinatioii. 
Universal happiness cannot take place unless 
erery one contributes towards it« 

It is no argument^ that God has dispensed such 
a number of good things in nature^ and the in^ 
stincts of man are so various^ that every ont 
Boay be happy. Others generally safi^r find are 
made uneasy when our possessions increase> and 
our enjoyments are great. Therefbre the deiiire 
of in^easing our happiness in this manner^ is iU'- 
conffistent with our determination. The increase 
of our moral perfections can take place without 
di^ment and for the benefit of the whole. The 
smaUest transgrefssion in this i^espect must be 
displeasing to God« What apdogies can we 
make ? Pcorbaps such a^ a couiftier makes whetot 
he deceives his master to serve his frie^d^ ot a 
minister of state when he loses sight of the pub^ 
lie good to serve his own private interest. 

it is ovring to pride and prejudice in fiivour of 
our own intemdp strmigth> when we hope to be 
virtuous through 6ur own powers. We eom^ 
nionly perceive m objects before us what we 
^mt to see« It is impobsible to have iffl those 
ideas present in otiy mind which are required 
to draw just conclusions. We find those soonest 
which aenswer our ]^urposes. The cool philoso- 
pher flAds frequratly that to be falAe^ which he 
took for granted befinre he begv^ his itiquirieib , 

p2 
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And since all this is most certain, how easy must 
it be for us to convince ourselves, how uncertain 
our way of reasoning is, when it concerns things 
which we earnestly desire, and when the question 
is, whether we shall allow or refuse ourselves 
the enjoyment of them. A lively impression^ 
which presents us with the arguments on both 
sides, is the only means to keep us from error. 

How many disagreeable moments did these 
reflections cost me ! They were sufficient to 
convince me how much I had erred from what 
I was striving for ; how little I had acted ac- 
cording to the true end of my nature, and how 
much I was to blame. I felt with pain, that I 
had followed false principles and narrow pre- 
judices. You know how much I was concerned 
for the misfortune of those persons with whom I 
had been connected. Nothing was now left me, 
but to endeavour to lessen the uneasiness I felt, 
since I found myself the only cause of it. But 
my pain became more violent, whenever I con- 
sidered my situation from that side, where it 
made the greatest impression upon me. The 
many consequences of my vices, and the thoughts 
that I had offended God, most deeply affected 
me. 

However, my former turn of thought made 
me mistrust, whether my present sentiments 
were not perhaps moreaconseiquence of mypre- 
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sent situation of mind^ than of the conviction of 
my understanding. The uncertainty I was under 
concerning the nature of my soul and its im- 
mortality, prevented me from giving my full 
assent. Bonnet answered all my doubts as far as 
mere reason can arrive at any certainty. I could 
not deny that my present disposition of mind, if 
I compared it with a former one, was- better 
adapted to inquire after truth and to find it out. 
Before, I used to pass over every thing which 
opposed my passions, and found good what they 
desired : but I was now more inclined to be 
cautious and mistrustful, and it is a great thing 
to acknowledge our faults. The more I con- 
sidered my former doubts, the less reason I had 
to think them to be of any consequence. I exa- 
mined every particular argument in favour of my 
former opinion : but at last I was obliged to own 
with Gellert, that if all that we know from rea- 
son, of God, of our soul, and our moral hap- 
piness was uncertain, truth must be folly, and 
error must- be wisdom. 

You know, my dear friend, how much these 
truths increased my uneasiness : I saw continually 
new objects, which hitherto had remained undis- 
covered, on account of the liveliness of the first 
impressions. The indifference I had to any fixed 
principles, my neglect of every single obligation, 
my remissness in doing good, when I had oppor- 
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ivmty Qt libilitiQs for it» tlie mischirf whioh my 
«xBmple^ and the propagating of my priiieiplei 
uugbt do^ the displeasure of Qod which my traiuK 
gressions must draw upon me ; all tliese drcum* 
stances united produced in me the greateat 
ftnxiety. And how eould I lessen the anxiety 
such reflections occasioned me 7 I took the to* 
solution to act according to tiiat truth which I 
had found« I had a livelysense of my farmei 
transgressipna^ but from whence could I deriva 
the hopes of repairing what was done^ or burying 
it in oblivion ? It is uncertain whether gbodia-^ 
tentions will always be equally strong; perhaps 
new enticements and the errors of myunder^ 
standing may overpower them. The thought 
which is directed towards God^ the sentiments^ 
conscience, and the recollection of its reproachea 
can he weakened. Virtue cannot prevent vice 
from being hurtful, much less can it repair the 
damage which is done. Time, opportunities, and 
former situations were lost to me, and hut little 
comfort was left me from this view. When I 
reflected on the idea which reason afforded me 
of God> I had but tittle hopes to flatter myself 
that my sins would be forgiven. If I attempted 
to form the most fsivouralile idea of God's mercy^ 
that he would consider the weakness and imparl 
faction of human nature, I saw at the same iamei 
his justice and immutability^ which wero directly 
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contrary to tliis idea. The consequences of 
actions happen in the moral world as they do 
in tbo natural, according to certain fixed rules* 
To these settled laws God leaves the fate of man^ 
and his fate depends upon himself, since he acts 
with liberty. Experience teaches us sufficiently 
that no exception is to be made to this rule. 
Every crime and every trani^gression carries its 
punishment along with it« Perhaps no instance 
can be produced which would not convince us 
of the truth of this assertion, if we estimate man's 
happiness according to what he feels within him- 
self, and not according to the general notions 
we have of good fortune. The irregularity and 
variety of our passions are evils, and the painful 
consciousness of the crimes we have committed 
never leaves us. Will God produce good out 
of evil, to remove the misfortunes which our 
sins brought upon us, and which are a proof of 
bis displeasure ? 

Of these truths I always have been convinced, 
but I looked upon them as necessary evils con- 
nected with our fate, which would cea3e with 
this life, even if they could be called a kind of 
punishment. I could diminish the lively impress 
sion of these evils by a firmness of soul, by cool* 
ness of mind acquired by practice, and a contem*- 
plation of the evils themselves, without fancying 
them greater than they really are* Patience, I 
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fancied, might make us indifferent about them^ 
and dissipation make us entirely forget them. 
Supported by these considerations, I submitted 
to my misfortunes, since I could not avoid them, 
and they appeared to me in this light less terrible. 
We are apt to suppose an old erroneous tenet to 
be true, as we are apt to believe an often re- 
peated falsehood. That hope, which makes death 
the end of all our misfortunes, requires the great- 
est firmness and indifference to support it. You 
know those reasons which serve to im^ire us 
with comfort in regard to a future life, agreeably 
to my former principles, and considering eternity 
in the view I did. However, the uncertainty of 
aU this would have occasioned the greatest un- 
easiness, even at a time when I should not have 
been diffident of my own strength. 

The continuation of my moral inquiries did 
not decrease this. Remembrance will be an 
essential matter, whereby my future state is to 
be connected with my present one. How should 
I obliterate the memory of these reproaches 
which torment me now ? how should I regulate 
my sentiments ? Every thing renewed the con- 
sciousness of my former reproaches, and I was 
so accustomed to my way of thinking, that it 
would perhaps be still more difficult to leave it^ 
than any other custom I have been used to. I 
found this to be the fact ; for my understanding^ 
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though convinced, yet thought, doubted, apolo- 
gized, and saw a possibility of my not being in 
the wrong. The repeating of those reflections 
which had shewn me my errors, brought me 
back to truth : however, I could not arrive at 
any certainty in regard to a future life, and the 
consequences of my transgressions with respect 
to the Deity. The truths of revealed religion did 
not yet make any impression upon my mind. 

You gave me the History of the three last 
Years of the Life of Christ ; I read it, and how 
excellent did I find the doctrines it contained ! 
Its mond principles are simple, clear, and adapt- 
ed to every situation in life. Whoever knows 
how difficult it is to reduce a science to general 
principles, cannot observe this without surprize, 
even if he considers Christ only as a mere man. 
I was ashamed to find here again what I formerly 
had forgot, and afterwards believed it to be 
owing to several books of morality I had read. 
I was convinced that the spirit of revenge was 
wrong, but I did not remember that Christ had 
ever forbid it. The love of our enemies had 
never before been taught us, and it appeared to 
me contradictory to our nature. I wished to be 
convinced, not only of this Christian duty, but 
of all the other principles of Christ's doctrine. 
Those objections which were made against Christ 
on account of his birth, his education in Egypt, 
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and the instnictioit he reedved in the sciences 
which were tayght by the Jews^ made me imar 
gine that Ub doctrine was more than human. 
How could he be above the prejudices of educa* 
tien and instruction ? how could he teach things 
quite contrary to them 7 There is nothing con- 
tradictory in his doctrines cur in his actions. We 
can easily convince ourselves of this« if we only 
avoid judging according to our own manners^ 
custcnnSj and prejudices. Not to get acquainted 
with the Grospel because Christ was a Jew^ is the 
9ame in reality as if one should object to read 
the writings of Mendelson *, because he is a Jew. 
The life of Christy published at Zurich, delivers 
the history in a modem style^ and in an unintev* 
rupted connection. Though the manner of writ- 
ings and the expressions used by the sacred pen- 
men, were not such as I greatly objected to, yet 
they have prevented me from reading serious in- 
quiries on the sacred writings, sincQ I used to 
read mostly those books which were written 
against them. 

A divine revelation had appeared to me unne- 
cessary, its historical evidence dubious^ and the 
facts related seemed to be very improbable* I 

* Moses Mendelson is a learned Jew^ now living at Berlin. 
He has acquired great reputation by his philosophical writings. 
Some mention is made of him in the Critical Itetiew, vol. 



QQw b^aa to be ewvinoecl of tW nfKHmit^ of « 
divine reveUtioa ; for mmy xetmm, Vfd mpm^ 
tieuliur tho oec^^eity of &a^ng out itro^ger mo^ 
tive3 for virtue tbw tbose which xemm only em 
supply us witb« would uo longer let me ^oubt 
of it, Momeit and Z^m proY^ to me the pofr» 
sibiUty md credibility of the mintclea. Wnt 
iHight have beeu fuUy sufficient to have con- 
viuqed me of the truth of Christ's resurrectioii# 
but you know I examined aU the rest of the argur» 
meutsii I believed many facts which are taught 
in natural philosophy, where I could not di(h 
ooyer the cause and its effects ; why did I deubt 
of the possibility cf miraoles. whw the desigpi 
intended by them is so clear t Certainly thwt 
W93 no other reaaoni but because I waa not )n^ 
clined to it- I am now as sure id the &cts the 
truth of a divine rcYelaticm is founded upon» aa 
if I saw them before mew When a number of 
credible witnessea a^ee in tlungs in which ouc 
senses are only conoerned, I am as much con^ 
vinoed of them> as if I knew them from my 
own expertenoe. It was necessary for me to a** 
tain the highest degree of certainty in this rch 
spect> in ordar to remove all doubts which now 
and then perplexed my understanding; and I 
praise Qod^ with a lively sense of gratitude, that 
X have mei with auoceas. 
You know^ my dear friend> with what ft>dis; 
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position of heart - 1 began these inquiries. My 
ftmner priticiples taiught me to guard against 
etery violent affection. Use^ the nature of my 
employments^ and the manner in which I rose to 
my former prosperity^ had procured me a habit 
of acting in all circumstances with coolness. I 
found I had reason to be apprehensive, that, in 
one point, tenderness would get the better of my 
understanding, and this was friendship. This 
etily made me sensible of the situation I was in ; 
lor neither the possession nor the loss of my for- 
mer prc^perity affected me much. I was always 
upon my guard against my fancy, and for this 
very reason I avoided reading poets and other 
authors that could inflame it. I was often doubt- 
ful about my opinions and mistrusted them, but 
when I once had adopted them as true, I avoided 
further inquiry and change, because they pre- 
venti^ my putting them in practice. My obsti- 
nacy, and my indefatigable pursuit of the same 
object together with the coolness I acted with, 
have contributed much to my prosperity and my 
misfortune, and they might have been the cause 
of making me lose everlasting happiness, if the 
many proofs which I have heard and read of it, 
had not recovered me from my error. 

The examination of the historical arguments 
of divine revelation with care and precaution, has 
satisfied anid convinced me. Being certain of 
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this^ it was an easy matter for me to remove all 
my other doubts. I was certain there must be 
stronger arguments to convince us^ than those 
which mere reason furnishes us with. A proper, 
degree of self-love, honour, and love of virtue^ 
are liable to so many explanations, our under-, 
standing can so easily be imposed upon, and our 
will is with so much difficulty restrained, from 
considering the object only from the point of 
view in which it is most agreeable. Nothing, 
can have greater effect upon our conduct than a 
habit of devotion, and though I thought religion 
always useful for this purpose, I nevertheless 
believed, that a sufficient knowledge of our 
duty, and a desire of acting conformably to it, 
were at all times sufficient motives for being 
virtuous. 

I found the origin of religious ceremonies in 
the natural fears and infirmities of men; I saw 
how much the many revolutions which have 
happened, have increased them, and what in- 
fluence the manners, customs, and ways of think- 
ing of nations had had upon them. This con- 
sideration made me acknowledge with gratitude, 
the excellence of Christianity, whose ceremonies 
are so clear and well founded. We accustom 
ourselves to those things which we see daily ; 
we perceive how they happen, but are unac- 
quainted with their remote causes, which, at last. 
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kite all their ^feot For this verjr leasoki the 
idea of the ezistenoe of a God^ and his providence 
era all things, ia so Iktle discoverable in our 
actions. Our internal sensations, conscience, 
and the contemplation of nature, seldom carry us 
so &r back as to make any alteration m our 
moral conduct. The will of God, in regard to 
#iur happiness, remains doubtful to our reason, 
as long as it is left to the decision of our under-? 
Standing. The various revelations in the Old 
Testament^ prophecies, laws, and remarkable 
punishm^ts^ could be looked upon as unpos- 
tnres of men, and as things which arose from 
natural causes : but since Christ has come into 
the world, and told us that his doctrine was the 
Witt of God, and that he was sent to instruct us^ 
and that he himself was the true God ; no further 
excuse remains for our ignorance and error. 
Every one to whom the opportunity is offered, 
amd who will accept of it, can easily convince 
himself of its truth. ^ 

An unexceptionable evidence is as certain aa 
onr own experience, and whoever wants the latter 
testimony, may consider the present state of the 
Jews, who are living witnesses of the truth of 
Ohrisf s prophecies. No persecution, oppression 
and contempt, could ever induce this people to 
mix with other nations^ and to adopt their man*- 
nets and customs* The wonders by which Clurist 
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hM confirmed his divine mission can be proved 
with the same certainty. They were performed 
without any preparations> without any circund* 
stanees that might have imposed upon the senses^ 
without any previous expectation^ before a num-> 
ber of incredulous spectators^ in such a manner 
that no imposition can possibly be suspected 
They were besides of such a nature^ that every 
man of common understanding might perceive> 
that those means which were made use of neveif 
could produce such effects. A man, born blind> 
recovered his sight ; one that had lain four days 
in the grave came to life again ; a paralytic 
was restored to health again ;— and all this by 
only speaking a word. If we were to suppose 
that in the regular coiurse of nature such a thing 
was to happen just at this time, or that God pro^ 
duced these events by the interposition of al* 
mighty power, it follows, in the first instance, that 
Christ must have been informed of it before ; and 
in the second, that God heard him. Both which 
are equally a miracle, and a proof of his divine 
mission. 

As soon as I was convinced of this ; nothing 
remained, but to examine whether the doctrine 
which he preached, and we are to believe, con* 
tained any thing th^t contradicted reason. He 
wishes me to be happy and to be virtuous ; to 
seek for my happiness not in sensual pleasures 

13 
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and in the gratification of my passions ; to love 
God above all things^ and to deal with my neigh* 
hour as I wish to be dealt with myself. He en- 
joins me to believe that there is another life after 
this^ where the condition I shall be in will de- 
pend on the sentiments and actions of this present 
life ; that without the assistance of God I am un- 
able either to think or act virtuously ; that God 
will do nothing extraordinary for me^ to remove 
the&tal consequences of my transgressions^ which 
I have to fear in a future life ; that God has sent 
him to give me the most undoubted assurance of 
his justice^ and his inmiutability : but that this^ 
at the same time^ is the greatest proof of his love 
towards me, since through him I am made ac- 
quainted with the surest way of becoming accept- 
able to the Supreme Being. — All this is very 
consistent with reason. 

But Christ commanded me, besides^ to believe 
that he was very God and very man^ and the Son 
of God; and that in the divine nature the Father^ 
Son^ and Holy Ghost are one. This seemed to 
contradict all my notions which I hitherto had 
entertained. But I knew that the word of Christ 
was always truths that he must be fully ac- 
quainted with these mysteries, and that I had not 
the least reason to imagine, he would require of 
me to believe any thing that was contradictory to 
reason. It might be above my understanding ; 
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but how- many things, do we meet with in the 
course of nature, whose existence we cannot deny, 
without being able to explain why they are so^ 
and how they are connected with their causes ! 
I thought myself obliged to believe these myste- 
ries upon the word of Christ ; nevertheless I con- 
sidered them with great attention, without find* 
ing them contradictory. God might reveal him- 
self unto us in a different manner from that he 
had hitherto made use of, though our reason was 
unable to explain it. God chose for this the lan*- 
gliage of men> and those signs by which we. com-^ 
munieaite our ideas to each other. The very 
God who spoke through Christ, was the i^me^ 
Ivho made himself known to us as Father and 
Holy Ghost. It cannot be denied that God, 
when we consider his nature as well as his attri- 
butes, could not be able to produce various 
effects at the same time, without our being 
obliged to believe that his essence is divided^ 
It therefore was the Supreme Being, which reason* 
teaches us to be one, that operated through 
Christ, though it only appeared under a human 
form, and made itself known to us, since we €>ur- 
selves could not perceive it by our senses. We 
are used to apply more common notions to less 
known objects, in order to explain more exactly 
the idea we have of them. This has recalled to 
my mind, the idea of gravity, which in different 

Q 
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lK>dies operates differently, though the power 
itself is always the same. I have not found any 
thing contradictory in this idea of the Trinity^, 
notwithtsanding that I have reflected upon this 
subject with great accuracy^ and in more different 
views than I have done here. In the same man- 
ner I have found nothing contradictory in Christ's 
making known unto us God as Father and Holy 
Qhost. 

. Hqw easily can we fall into errors if any one 
wants to give us an idea' of a thing unknown to 
us, by comparing it with another we are ac- 
quainted with. I dare not apply, in such cases^ 
«very little idea annexed to the object, to the 
other which I want to explain it by. If I was to 
tell an Indian, that the water in our climatQ 
grows sometimes as hard as stone, and he should 
then think that ice might be made red hot, a,vA 
be us^d for materials to build a house, he would, 
think something very absurd. Christ has shewu 
m God under the character of a Father^ in ordev 
to compare his love towards his Son under ^ 
%ure that was known to us. A philosophieal 
description would not have cleared it up better^ 
But if we were to apply to God every thing that 
falls under the notion of a father, we should bt 
liable to the same mistake of the Indian^ I9 
tiie same manner we can conceive how Christ, th^ 
Son of God, was born from his Fathev. Fram aU 
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eternity God would make himself known to us by 
Christy and tlie word^ heget, conveyed to us the 
best idea of this mysterious transaction within 
the Deity. We can likewise form an idea of that 
relation which subsists between the Father and 
Christy by thinking him the Son of God; we are 
only to separate those ideas which reason teaches 
us not to be applicable to God. The Son has his 
essence of the Father^ and it is the same with 
that the Father has ; he loves \mn, and what is 
his is likewise the Son's. 

Lastly, Christ promises, that after his depar- 
ture, the Spirit of God should confirm these 
truths which he had taught. This was done in 
a visible manner by those gifts which the Apostles 
received, and he continues to operate upon those 
who observe the doctrines of Christ, and, by so 
doing, are capable of making good resolutions, 
and of thinking and of acting as it pleases God 

God has now revealed himself izi a dureefold 
manner, and every one of them represents him 
to me as the author and promoter of my ha^^pi^ 
ness. We are used to express compound ideas 
with a single word, to avoid prolixity. For thii 
reason, the word, person, was made use of in the 
doctrine (kT the Trinity. If I now find a ccmtra*- 
diction, when I say, '* There is one God, but three 
persons in him," the fault is theft in wsji under- 
staEodiBg ; its nofions are not just, it combines 
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the common notions of God and of a person in a 
strange and improper manner. If I was to op- 
pose the doctrine of the Trinity^ I should act like 
the Indian who would not believe the existence 
of ice^ because he was told that it would melt 
and turn into water again in the summer and by 
the fire. 

I I reflect on Christ's redemption, to which my 
understanding has no objection. I am convinced 
how necessary it is for my happiness to know,that 
my actions are not indifferent to God ; and now 
I am assiured, with all historical certainty, that 
Christ lived, and was proved to be intimately 
connected with the deity, by performing such 
actions as cannot be explained by natural causes. 
He assures me of his friendship, and I cannot con- 
ceive what advantage could arise to him, or what 
intention he could have to deceive me. I am in- 
clined to believe my friend in a matter, where 
his former transactions have convinced me that 
his kaowledge is superior to mine, if 'my^ under- 
standing finds nothing contradictory in it. Christ 
tells me, that he knows the will of God, and that 
Ood himself speaks to^ me through him, which 
certainly is the best way to learn his will. The 
doctrines he inculcates agree with those which 
my own reason teaches to be necessary for my 
happiness ; and I was sensible how easily I could 
misapply these doctrines, if I did not always re- 
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miember that God saw my aetioivs/ Whatever 
determined me formerly to act in sucha mannei^ 
as- my own happiness requirbd^ I owed to other 
causes and intentions^ and why should I not ha^d 
interpreted the actions and kindness of Christ in' 
the same manner ? . He recalls to my memory- 
whatever I know from political and natural his-f. 
tory^ and expressly assures me that extraordinary 
events were designed for this purpose. He siums 
up all these together in this single proposition ^ 
God loves man as a father.- Now God shews 
himself as a friend* Christ is despised and looked 
upon as an impostor/ though he teaches nothing 
but the manner in which we may become happy^ 
and performs actions which are beneficial to men. 
To convince me more fully of his sincerity, he 
gives me the greatest proof of his friendship : he 
suffers death in confirmation of a truth, of whicK 
was I not certain, and did not confirm it accordr 
ingly, I could not be happy. God, with whom 
Christ is closely connected, permits all this. Can 
I now ever doubt that God's providence extend^ 
to me ? I know from reason that the regularity 
in my conduct must be pleasing to God, and tha^ 
it is impossible for me to act agreeably to it, if I 
had not a lively idea of (jod's omnipresence* I 
know him now in the character of father and 
friend, and under both these denominations al^ 
ways shall represent him to me^ 
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Christ enjoins me in particular to believe in 
}dm, and to remember his k>ve towards me^ wd 
redly without this I should not be able to per* 
form my duty. The more I reflect on these 
truths which he has taught me, the more I find 
how far I am from living in a tnanner that would 
please God. Should I not be extremely sorry 
for having ofifended a friend whom I neglected; 
and would not know ? I was uncertain whether 
there might be a future life» and whether the 
consequences of my offences could have any 
hifluence upon it. Christ promises m^e, that 
God will avert these evils, if I place an unre* 
served confidence in his friendship. — I am easy 
with regard to what has passed, however I Ipiow 
how soon a present idea effaces a former one : 
and this is the case when I strongly desire what 
I should deny myself. The doctrine of Christ 
informs me of this likewise. The Spirit of God 
Will revive these doctrines within me, if 1 make 
itiyself well acquainted with them, and constantly 
Mideavour to put them into practice. 

There is nothing in my reason that could pre- 
vent me from being fully convinced that these 

. - * » 

means Christ teaches me are the only ones that 
can render me virtuous and acceptable to God. 
it is my own fault if I do not receive and make 
use of them ; for I then refuse to be happy. 
God will not, for my awn sake> interrnpt those 

11 
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regulations he has made in regard to future life; 
I must feel the bad consequences of Hay negledl;; 
and of the vain hop^ which I placed in ObcPli 
mercy. I am obliged to him that he has madi 
himself known to me in so extraordinary a man^ 
ner. I could not even expect to deserve th6 
happy consequences of the resolution I hftd 
made of obeying Christ's precepts ; since, With^ 
out the perpetual assistance of the Spirit of Go^, 
I am unable to obey them, and since, notwitb^ 
standing this assistance, I so frequently neglect 
and forget them. 

This is entirely consistent with the doctrine of 
Christ. I always believe these three but on^ 
God, and the idea 1 have makes the Trinity not 
different Deities. All this is conformable With 
my reason. However, I durst not hope, consi^ 
dering Godand myself, that this Supreme^ Being 
would be so merciful as to teach ine how^ accordr 
zhg to the sentiments of my own understanding, 
I could be happy. Full of gratitude, and con- 
scious of my being unworthy, I adore it, and 
shall never desist to adore and praise the mercy 
shewn to me through Christ. 

I was greatly affected when I read the life of 
Christ. It increased my pains, and gave me 
new ones. But I was afraid it was owing to my 
disposition of mind, because I was still full of 
doubts. The examination of the truth of the 
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Christian religion became more agreeable to md 
the more I advanced in it My reason was sa- 
tisfied with it^ but I did not find those inward 
feelings which^ as I had hearid^ were connected 
with true Christianity^ according to the confused 
notions of tome people. SpoMh^s book set me 
right in this point. I found here how difiicult it id 
to get rid of opinions and sentiments which are 
become a second nature^ though I was convinced 
that they were ^se and destructive. My doubts 
moaiQ contrary to my ivishes^ and I did not pass 
them over before I had examined theins^parately^ 
and had frequently reflected oii the arguments 
&r the truth of religion* 

The application of its doctrines produced 
within me a lively repentance, sorrow; shame, 
and sentiments of humility. Without anxiety 
or fear I expected the comfort which the Gospel 
l^romised me« To regulate my sentiments agree- 
able to its precepts was my chief employment. 
The perpetual remembrance of the greatness of 
God's kneroy^ which was shewn to me by the 
redemption of Christ, made me overcome those 
difficulties I found arose from my natural dis- 
position. The pleasure of finding a happiness, 
which I hitherto had wilfully renounced, could 
not produce in me ia lively joy, because I remem- 
bered that I had been seeking it formerly in a 
manner that could not please God. It was im- 
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.possible to make niyself perfectly easy* I was 
prevented from this by the thought that if I had 
formerly entertained, my present sentiments, I 
might have thereby excited those persons with 
whom I had been most intimate to inquire after 
the same happiness. Now I am praying to God 
that he may do it» and I am persuaded he wUl, 
since Christ has promised it. Prayer takes away 
the uneasiness I have on this and other poihti^ 
which are disagreeable for me to remember, i 
direct my thoughts to God, riepeat the doctrines 
of the Gospel, reflect on their connection, apply 
them to myself, and if I address myself to God 
in prayer, in the name of my Redeemer, for these 
mercies, I find that these contribute to render 
me easy, and I admire with gratitude the power 
of religion. 

I see now how little a Christian deserves the 
xeproiEich of being self-interested. He jprays, 
and receives no reward, but by endeavouring to 
please God, when he regulates his sentiments 
according to his precepts. If God hears him, 
he acknowledges with gratitude that the doctrine 
of Christ procured him the means for it, he 
remembers his own weakness and praises the 
assistance of God. No blind confidence in God's 
mercy, nor the hope of the happiness of a future 
Ufe, inflame his imagination, which regulates 
itself after the disposition the mind is is^ 
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Bonnet and Lauder conducted me gnulually to 
hopeful prospects of eternity, but I rather peruse 
the writings of Spalding, Alberti, and others of 
this kind. 

The remembrance how indefatigable I had 
been for many years together in collecting and 
practising my former principles obliged me to 
keep a watchful eye over myself, for fear they 
might insensibly have an influence up<m my 
new sentiments. How earnestly do I wish to 
efibce the impression which I have made upon 
others. I never intended to propagate my prin- 
ciples, though I never denied them. I have 
reason to lament a crime^ which I must be 
ashamed to own even before a world that thinks 
as I did formerly ; and I feel, on this account, a 
more lively sense of those transgressions which 
I have committed against God* My sense of 
friendship and humanity always recalls to my 
mind the bad example and the seduction by 
which I have contributed to make others look 
upon sensual pleasures as the chief end of our 
existence. Nothing that relates to my present 
situation disturbs me, except this and other 
reflections of this kind. To terror and a fear 
that deprives us of the use of reason, I always 
have been almost a stranger. Death w^as not 
terrible to me^ since I looked upon it as a con^ 
sequence of naturd causes, and a fate that is 
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linayoidable. At present nothing appears dreads 
ftd to Bde^ since I know that I depend upon God^ 
and am convinced of the truth of religion^ and 
expect a happy eternity. 

I praise God sincerely^ that I arrived at this 
conviction, and I acknowledge it with a lively 
sense of gratitude, that you, my dear friend, 
have conducted me to it. You chose the only 
method which suits the disposition of my mind« 
Rhetorical figures and declamations would have 
had but little effect upon me. Suppose you had 
endeavoured to inflame my imagination and 
passions, my principles would soon have com* 
posed them again. The doctrines of religion I 
always remembered ; for in the earlier days of 
my life I had frequently read the Bible, though 
with ideas quite different from those I entertain 
at preset. Scripttire expressions were fitmiliar 
to me, and I afterwards had contracted habits to 
connect them with aU the doubts and opinions 
which corresponded with my principles. Be- 
fore my understanding was convinced that they 
were false, you could not expect that I should 
sincerely believe the truth of revelation. I soon 
discovered my transgression of moral duties; 
but you know, and I have told you how much 
self-denial it cost me, to acknowledge my errors. 
My pride would fain animate me to conquer the 
fear of eternity like any other fear. My desire 
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of being as happy in this world as possible, had 
taught me to despise every kind of danger, and 
this arose more from a cool reflection on ihe 
latter, than from a lively sense of happiness. 
Truth only could bring me back, and you left me 
to my own resiearches to discover it. You pro- 
posed to me only those consequences which my 
turn of thought and actions could have in re-^ 
gard to such of my friends, as were concerned 
in my fate as well as I wai^ in theirs. I.was.<)id 
this account always much affected; and this alone 
eould put my mind in agitation. However, it 
could not have disposed me to embrace religion^f 
if I- had not clearly seen its truth ; and I am 
convinced I should have embraced it before thia 
lime, if its evidence had ever been laid before 
me, and taught me in the manner you did. I 
found in religion what I wished for, and what I 
thought I durst not hope for. I knew its truthd 
Only under certain images and expressions, to 
which I at last familiarized myself so much, that 
I forgot to combine any ideas with them. The 
first instruction can be effected only by sensible 
representations, but I used them afterwards for 
raising doubts against religion ; and this pre* 
vented me from expecting those comforts from 
it which I sought for. 

I had two reasons for not examining more 
minutely the arguments for. religion. You know 
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the objections commonly made against the credi-^ 
bility of supernatural events and miracles. I was 
not acquainted with Less and Bonnet, and the 
objections appeared to me unanswerable. When 
on the other hand I reflected on the redemption 
of Christy it seemed to contradict all my notions. 
To shew to man the love and justice of Qod in a 
stronger light, redemption is commonly repre^^ 
sented thus : That God was angry on account of 
the sins of men, but loved them to such a degree 
that he was desirous of pardoning them. But 
this could not be eflfected without the death of 
his only begotten Son, who is God himself. The 
notions which I had of God, excited on this 
point particularly my attention, and it seemed 
hard to me to reconcile the necessity of redemp- 
tion with them. I asked : Cannot God forgive 
without this ? I was puzzled when I considered 
redemption only in relation to God. But as 
soon as you taught me to reflect on it, in rela- 
tion to man, you removed all my doubts, I found 
the necessity and the greatness of God's mercy 
in giving his own Son to make men happy. 

As to practical Christianity, it always has of- 
fended me to find so many whose sentiments and 
actions so little corresponded to their pretended 
faith, and sense of truth. I discovered the 
eflects of fancy and self-deceit, since they were 
satisfied to have avoided sensual extravagancies. 
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abaniioning themselves on the other side^ undef 
pretence of zeal for religion, to pride, envy^ and 
a spirit of persecution. This abuse represented 
to me religion as an imposture, which had al-^ 
ways been more hurtful to human society, than 
all irregular enjoyment of sensual pleasures. 
Imagination overlooks the means, and when it 
employs its powers with too much vivacity on 
the object, frequently through want of attention 
chooses the wrong ones. To apply the truth of 
religion carefully to one self^ to be honest and 
comply with the duties of our situation in life, I 
think most necessary to entitle a man to the name 
of a Christian. In this view I have wrote this 
with pleasure. X submit it^ my dear firiend, to 
your judgment^ and leave it to you to make that 
use of it which you think best. 

STRUENSEE. 

April %^, 177i?. 



THE END. 



frintfed by R. Gilbert, St. Jobn*s Square, London. 
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